


Social Calendar at a glance -  Co-Chairs Don and Irmajean Barta 
Weekend April 9-11: Heart of Texas Corvair Reunion, San Marcos, Texas.
Tuesday April 13: Monthly Meeting and Annual Auction Paul and Jack’s Tavern.
Saturday April 17: Cruisin’ Down Memory Lane (See page 7)
Saturday and Sunday May 1-2: Lawrence Swap Meet. *
Tuesday May 11: Monthly Meeting at Paul and Jack’s Tavern. 
Saturday May 15:  Northwest MO. Street Rods Car Show.  *
Saturday June 5: Juna Tuna Mid-Continent Corvair Association, Wichita, KS.
Tuesday June 8: Monthly Meeting at Sar-Ko Par Trails Park, 87th and Lachman Lenexa, KS.
Sunday June 13: Lake Alton All Wheels Car Show, Wichita Area.
Saturday June 19: Gathering for 50th Anniversary Corvair Convention Caravan, Liberty MO.
Sunday June 20: Caravan leaves Heartland Chevrolet in Liberty at 10am for Cedar Rapids.
Sunday June 20: Time trials at Marshalltown Raceway sponsored by ICE.
Sunday June 21 - 25: Corvair 50th Anniversary CORSA Convention, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Weekend August 26-29: Detroit Area Corvair Club Homecoming, Detroit,MI.
Saturday September 11: Pump Boys and Dinettes. Lyceum Theatre, Arrow Rock, MO.
Weekend September 24-26; Great Plains Round Up, Tulsa, OK.*
         *  Flyers attached to electronic newsletter, paper flyers available at meeting. 
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The Iowa Corvair Enthusiasts invite all 
CORSA members to join them for the 
Golden Anniversary  celebration of the 
Corvair in Cedar Rapids June 21st through 
the 25. For more information go to:
http://conventions.corvair.org/2010/in-
dex.htm

Working Tech Session 
Sunday, May 16; 12:00 – Until You Are Finished

Do you have a running problem, strange noise, hard to spot oil leak?  Drop by for help with diagnosis or just come and dig in. 
Bring your own parts or let me know what you want; I have an extensive supply of maintenance and repair parts. This is a do 
it yourself session, but if you only want to watch or just socialize, that’s great. Spouses welcome, the bigger turnout the better.  
Please note the following:

Bring your own hand tools; I will supply anything you don’t have, including Corvair specialty tools, all types of meters and 
tune up tools, air supply, acetylene torch, wire welder, hydraulic press, etc.  (Also supervision if you want it.)  If you want to 
tackle a big job and start early, let me know.

Brake replacement requires turning drums: I can have exchange items ready if you let me know ahead of time; a couple of days 
just to make sure.  

Bring a chair. 

Grill food, soft drinks and adult beverage will be furnished – please bring a dish or snack to share.  Grilling begins at 4:00.

Please RSVP  to insure food and beverage supply and I will email all potential attendees of road construction in the area or 
other details.

Mike Dawson 816 322-4057, mdawson1961@sbcglobal.net
More Social opportunities on Page 7

http://www.alamocitycorvair.org/
http://conventions.corvair.org/2010/
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The Preventive Maintenance Series         By Mike Dawson                   

Early Model Car Rear Springs and Alignment

Early model car rear alignment tends to change over the years due mainly to sagging rear springs which 
give the “squatting” look and reduces the riding height/ground clearance in the rear.  Negative camber is 
the condition where the tops of the tires are closer to each other and the bottoms farther apart.  Camber 
change can also alter toe in, and there is no adjustment for camber (spring spacers don’t count) except 
the replacement of the rear springs with the correct new parts.
	 Toe in is adjustable (always the final adjustment in alignment) and will be covered in the 
second half of this article.  Also consider other parts while you are there such as shocks, brakes, hoses 
& lines, ‘64 rubber bushings, U-joints, side seals and packing rear wheel bearings.

	 Replacing stock rear springs does not require a spring compressor; you need only hand tools 
and a floor jack.  Depending on age and exposure, you may want to use penetrating oil on shock mounts 
ahead of time (or have a torch available). With the car safely supported on the highest step of your jack stands, remove the wheels, 
put one lug nut back on tight to hold the drum and remove the two vertical bolts on each side that hold the brake line support (A 
flex socket is handy). This allows the brake line to drop down without removing it.  If you have a ‘64, remove the transverse spring.  
Rotate the axle so that the U-joint will allow maximum axle drop.  Place your floor jack under the edge of the drum, jack up the arm 
just enough to unload the shock absorber and then remove the shock. Slowly let the jack down, lowering the arm until you can remove 
the jack.  Use a pry bar to remove the spring, and also to aid in installing the new one.  Make sure the ends of the spring line up with 
the seats.  Put the jack back under the drum and jack it up far enough to re-install the shock absorber (and ‘64 transverse spring).  
Replace the brake line bracket and wheel – you are ready for toe in check/adjustment.

	 Keep in mind that camber will determine WHERE tire wear will occur and that the toe adjustment will determine HOW 
FAST tire wear will occur.  Check tire tread for toe problems by running your hand back and forth across the tread: if toe is proper the 
tread will feel the same in both directions.  If you feel a feather in one direction but not the other you have incorrect toe.  A feather to 
the center of the car indicates excessive toe in, a feather to the outside indicates toe out.  Wheels are set for toe in because as the car 
travels forward the tires tend to toe out; ideally you wind up at zero as you drive and no wear occurs.  The front wheels are more prone 
to toe out than the rears under driving conditions, so set the rear to the minimum specs.

	 If you are contemplating adjusting toe in, you will need one of the many tool designs available for checking toe at home.  
Many vendors sell fairly inexpensive tools, you can borrow mine or you can make your own: the late Fred Johnson wrote a booklet 
on making home alignment tools; you can get the book from CCP or borrow mine.  I also have drawings that allow you to simply 
straightedge the measurements on the garage floor. You also might want to borrow my selection of shims to choose from in case 
changes are necessary. 

	 Early models and FC’s adjust toe in by means of a slotted rear motor mount and shimming between the transmission and the 
cross mounting bracket.  Before aligning, check motor mount condition and the bolts that hold the transmission to the cross mount 
– the bolts can be loose.  To adjust toe, you will be moving the drive train either forwards or backwards which angles the axles and 
changes toe; moving forward causes toe out, moving backwards causes toe in.  GM specifications called for 0-1/4” toe in for ‘60-’63 
models and 1/8 – 3/8” toe in for ‘64.  More toe in or actual toe out will quickly cause tire wear, handling problems, and wander on 
diamond ground concrete or rutted asphalt. Ice will be deadly.

	 To move the drive train and adjust toe, safely place the car on stands, remove all four engine seal strip retainers, loosen rear 
motor mount nut, loosen bolts that mount the transmission to the bracket.  Check the shims; you need the same total thickness on 
each side.  Four speed cars have a fat washer plus shims on the driver’s side.  If you have a drive train out of the car (this can also be 
done with the drive train in the car), take a measurement from the centerline of the motor mount stud hole on each side to the mating 
surface between differential and the clutch/converter housing.  This will tell you if you have the correct number of shims on each side.  
Place your floor jack with a block of wood under the clutch/converter housing to raise the unit slightly; this will help you move the 
drive train forward or backward to adjust shims.  If you make adjustments, put the car back on the floor and roll back and forth while 
bouncing the back to settle the suspension before re-checking.

	 This is a trial and error method, but take your time and you can get toe in close to perfect.  Also keep in mind that if you 
change toe very much you also change accelerator adjustment, PG shift point or clutch adjustment.  These may need attention when 
you finish.



Getting to Know the April Members of the Month
	

This month I traveled to the home of Karl and Janet Cozad. When I 
arrived Karl was preparing for the snowstorm that was forecast for the 
next day, the first day of Spring. But that morning the weather was 
near perfect with a sunny sky and 65 degrees. It was hard to believe 
that we were in for another winter blast. Karl, Janet and I visited in 
their kitchen over a cup of coffee. Helen was at her pesky day job that 
day and was unable to tag along. 
		 Karl and Janet have been with the club since 1982. Karl has 
always been a fan of the Corvair. He believes the Corvair is a great 
hobby car. It is unique, easy to work on and the best part is that it 
can be enjoyed without breaking the bank. Karl also restored a 1954 
Chevy Del Ray 210, maybe “built” a 1954 Chevy Del Ray hot rod 
might be a better way to put it. Karl said he could have restored six or 
seven Corvairs for the same cost. 

		  Here is their “How We Met” story. Janet had a blind date with one of Karl’s older twin brothers. Karl was very 
much taken by Janet, but since she had dated his brother he thought she was off limits. Well, one day Karl’s brother got sick and 
asked Karl to take Janet home. Karl knew Janet had an Achilles heel; she loved Pepsi. He told her that it was too early to go home 
and asked if she would like to go get a Pepsi at a barn dance. She accepted and the 
next week they attended the Ice Capades. They have been together ever since. I did 
not hear how the older brother reacted to losing the girl to the younger brother. 
	 Karl joined the Navy in 1962. He would always come home and visit Janet 
when he had the chance. When Karl was on leave he would borrow his parents’ 1961 
Corvair coupe to pick up Janet from nursing school and spend time together. 
	 Karl was assigned to Viet Nam in 1964, finishing his tour in 1966. When 
he was nearing the end of his tour he had his father buy a car for him to use when he 
returned. His dad met him at the airport with nearly new, red 1965 Corvair Monza 
with a 140 hp engine. Karl admits he did not pay much attention to the car because 
Janet was also there to meet him. While Karl was in Viet Nam Janet had joined the 
Peace Corps and served as a nurse in Brazil at the Jacobina, Bahia General Hospital 
until 1966. During that time she delivered three babies, the first because they could 
not wake the doctor.
	 In July of 1967 they married, then drove to Texas where Karl re-enlisted, 
and then they went on their honeymoon. They traveled to Monterrey, Mexico in the 1965 Corvair. While site seeing one day 
they stopped at a railroad crossing where the bus in front of them decided not to wait and started to back up. Karl’s Corvair had a 
problem with the shift linkage; to shift into reverse he had to pull the car forward just a bit then pull the shifter back into reverse. 
Under normal conditions this was not a problem but with the bus backing toward him it was. The bus backed into him causing 
quite a bit of damage and “adult language”. To top it off, the bus driver drove off. Karl pulled the fender away from the tire so that 
he could drive. He tried unsuccessfully to call the police. Then he called the insurance company that insures cars that cross over 
into Mexico. He was told that since the car was drivable, don’t call the police, have a good time in Mexico, and everything would 
be taken care of when he got back to the USA. So that’s what they did. He and Janet had a great time, he drove his wrecked car 
back across the border where no one even noticed it, the car was fixed as promised and he had a great story to tell.
	 After returning from their honeymoon Karl was stationed at Kingsville, Texas where Janet became a surgery nurse at the 
Naval Aviation Station (NAS) Hospital. In 1968 they were transferred to Ruislip, England, where Janet served as a nurse at the 
USAF base. In 1971 they were transferred back to Topeka, where Karl finished his bachelor’s degree and Janet served as a nurse 
at Forbes AFB. In 1975 Karl, a Chief Petty Officer, received orders to attend flight training school in Pensacola, Fl. After Karl 
earned his wings he was transferred to the west coast to fly A-6s as a bombardier/navagator. Janet went back to nursing as a civil 
service nurse at the NAS hospital at Whidbey Island, WA. Karl graduated from law school in 1980 and retired from the Navy in 
1982 to work for the State of Kansas. In 1988 he began his career at the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, retiring 
at the end of 2007. While Karl’s was in law school Janet became a surgical nurse at Memorial Hospital in Topeka. She held this 
job until Erin was born, at which time she took “early retirement” to become a full time Mom. She has not yet retired from that 
position.

By Gary Moore
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	 Karl joined CORSA in 1979; in the fall of 1982 he met Fred 
Bybee and soon joined HACOA. The first event he brought Janet and 
Erin to was a swap meet on Vivion Rd in Kansas City when Erin was just 
2½. Through the years she has attended many HACOA events with her 
parents. In 1987 they joined other members of HACOA in the American 
Royal Parade, driving their 1965 Corsa convertible. Erin was in the back 
seat just having the time of her life waving at the crowd. Erin later learned 
how to drive in a Corvair. Karl has served as HACOA president twice 
once in 1990-91 and again in 2004-05. He also has served on the board 
and is currently vice-president. 
	 When I asked how many Corvairs Karl had owned he started 
counting and came to thirteen, but as he talked he remembered a few 
more. His first Corvair was the red 1965 Monza coupe. Karl’s father got a great deal on this car because it had been a casualty 
of the 1966 tornado in Topeka. A tree had demolished the front end of the car and the body shop cut it away and welded on a 
good front clip from another car.  Karl must think this is a way to improve the Corvair; his present 1966 Corsa is also a welded 
wonder. The car, when owned by Ned Madsen of Wichita, was damage in a front end by a collision with a deer. The car was 
promptly christened the “Deer Hunter”. Terry Kalp purchased the car from Ned, cut the front clip away and replaced it with one 
from another car, welding the two together. the job was done so well that the car took second place in the Late Closed category 
at the Great Plains Round Up People’s Choice competition. 

Karl’s favorite Corvair was a 1965 Corsa Convertible (pictured at 
right) he purchased in 1982, maroon with a white top. This is the car that 
appears in the parade picture. In 1973 Karl paid $125 for a 1966 Convertible 
parts car because he needed a windshield and the car had a brand new battery. 
He removed these parts and intended to junk the car. But he got to tinkering 
with it got it started, changed the oil, and resealed the engine. He took a hard 
look at it and decided it was really a pretty straight car. He had it repainted, 
put on a new top and windshield, and installed a pair of Audi bucket seats. He 
drove it for three years and put 21,000 miles on it; you never know what is 
going to happen with a $125 parts car! The car he wished he had bought was 
a 1965 Convertible that had been set up for a V8. Don’t tell Janet but Karl is 
still looking for just such a set up for a future project.

Karl would not fess up to having a slap your head mechanical goof but Janet had no trouble coming up with a roll your 
eye story. In 1973 Janet wanted a small sporty and economical car to drive to work. They shopped around and found a 1973 
MGB roadster. Janet was thrilled with the car and they decided it was the car. The next day Karl was reading the newspaper and 
came across a 1965 Madeira red Corvair. So instead of the MGB they got a Corvair, which was fine with her, but she did have 
to roll her eyes

Karl and Janet will be traveling to Italy this fall for Erin’s wedding to Spencer 
Curtis. The couple are pictured here at Erin’s recent graduation.

Karl finished our visit 
with a story about Erin. As a 
youngster probably no more than 
three she was hanging out with 
her dad “helping” with his car. 
Janet got a photo of her taking a 
plastic headed hammer from  dad 
to assist repairing a tire. Recently 
Karl received a card from Erin with 
that photo on it thanking him for 
giving her all the tools she needed 
to be successful in life. 



	 I attended my first PCGW (Performance Corvair Group Workshop) March of 2010 and was not disappointed. The 
location, presentations, events, and vendors were everything I expected but I think the most fun was finally getting to meet and 
visit with many East-Coast Corvair enthusiasts
	 I was lucky enough to make the trip with Travis Bolton. We were quite anxious to get to Indy, but due to prior 
commitments we couldn’t leave until Friday morning. We had to miss the scheduled events for that day. But with both gas tanks 
full and no drinks in the cab of the truck we were determined to reach Indianapolis in time for the group dinner that night.  We 
lost an hour due to the time zone change, but to our surprise we made the complete trip (which turned out to be right at 7 hours) 
without a single stop. 
	 Dinner the first night was a very busy place and, as usual after dinner, a large group gathered outside of the restaurant to 
continue the conversations. It was early Saturday morning before the impromptu sessions finally started winding down. Saturday 
morning it was breakfast in the hotel and then off to the shop for the rest of the day.
	 After about an hour of browsing the many vendors, grabbing a doughnut, 
picking up the pre-ordered T-shirt from Kevin Clarke, and trying on the fantastic 
jackets that John Lanning brought along for sale, it was time for the presentations 
to begin. The required chapter meeting took place with Bryan O’Neill president 
of Performance Corvair Group and Northeast Corvair Council talking about 
upcoming track events for this year. Tom Knobloch from American Flat Six 
products started the tech sessions off with his latest developments in the cooling 
of the Corvair engine. It was great to hear of his ideas and progress on the current 
designs. The tour of the carbon-fiber shop on Friday presented a springboard for 
some of Tom’s latest ideas for the fans. A model was passed around which was 
extremely lightweight.
	 It was about this time that the first car hit the dyno. The best way to 
describe what took place next was nicely illustrated in the movie UP when a stray 
thought of a squirrel would instantly distract the attention of the dog characters in the movie. No matter how interested one 
may be in the tech session currently taking place it seemed no match for the sound of a Corvair in the next room running at 
6,000 + RPM. There was no hiding the immediate wave of participants leaving sessions and migrating to the room housing the 
dynamometer.
	 The next few hours were consumed with conversations 
around the past, present, and future of all things Corvairs…and of 
course the question of the day concerned the dyno runs “What was the 
horsepower/torque/boost on that pull?” I have been told that many 
(if not all) volunteered their sheets to Ned Madsen to be published 
in the PCG newsletter so I won’t even try to recall what those results 
were. I can however say that it was great fun watching the cars file in, 
rev up, and then file out with the driver’s smile lighting the way.
	 After a great lunch which consisted of BBQ beef, hot 
dogs, beans, salads, and cookies.  The remaining dyno pulls were 
performed. Then it was back into the conference room for an 
extremely entertaining Q & A session with Corvair racing legend 
James Reeve, Jr. The interview was a lot of fun and we all owe James 
a huge thank you for taking the time to share his past with us. 

	Then it was back to the hotel for dinner and more great conversations. An impromptu road 
trip took place after dinner to Michael and Tracy LeVeque’s home. Rick Loving invited me to 
ride in his beautiful 1963 Fitch Sprint. Before we even knew it the night had again gotten away 
so it was time to call it a night. Many thanks to Tracy and Michael for the wonderful evening.
	Honestly, my favorite part of the events is the pleasure of meeting new faces. I even got to meet 
two people from the St. Louis area and we found that they had probably seen my car long before 
I ever owned it. As always, it’s the people that make the clubs and this hobby so great. Looking 
forward to next year and all of the fun to occur between now and then.
Scott Allison-A proud member of CORSA, HACOA, MCCA, Corvanatics, and now PCG!

Scott and Travis Attend the Indianapolis Performance Workshop
Story by Scott Allison Photos by Terry Kalp

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmsLUNFk_Qg&feature=related
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Story by Scott Allison Photos by Terry Kalp

Welcome to Highway 57! Home to fun-loving gas station pump boys Jim and LM and 
the very vivacious Prudie and Rhetta Cupp of the Double Cupp Diner. They live in 
their own country, blues and rock n roll heaven, singing through the days and dancing 
the nights away. Whether they’re singing about checking out the heartthrob cashier at 
Woolworths, having a private concert with Dolly Parton, or just wanting bigger tips, 
this cheery crew will get you into the groove of their rockin’ tunes. Join in the fun as the 
boys go fishing, the girls brew up some homemade beer and the whole gang plans a trip 
to Florida… in a customer’s Winnebago!  They perform on guitars, piano, bass and, yes, 
kitchen utensils.  Pump Boys and Dinettes is a delightful and raucous musical tribute 
to life by the roadside.

Don and Irmajean have announced the on September 11, 2010 the club will venture to Arrow Rock, Mo to 
attend the matinee of Pump Boys and Dinnettes at the Lyceum Theatre, also celebrating 
its  50th anniversary!

Cruisin’ the Oldies Car Show
The Parkinson Foundation of the Heartland and 
the Prairie Village Merchants would like to invite all 
classic car owners to join them at The Village and 
Brighton Gardens in Prairie Village April 17th, 2010 
for this annual event. For more information and 
registration call 913-341-8828 
or goto www.parkinsonheartland.org.

www.lyceumtheatre.org

www.parkinsonheartland.org
www.tulsacorvair.com


CLASSYFIEDS
For sale:    Get Ready for Spring!!
Internally regulated 63 amp Corvair Alternators $75.00
Rebuilt Corvair starters with solenoid $85.00
Installation Available 
Call Mike Dawson 816-322-4057

Club Tool Crib

Tool                               
Harmonic Balancer Puller        
Ramps, Auto  
                        
Torque Wrenches:
1. 1/2” drive 20-150 ft.lb          
2. 3/8” drive 100-1000 in.lb.       
Floor Jacks and Stands 
           
Ring Grove Cleaner		       
Dwell-Tach Meter                       
Greaser:
Blower Motor and Idler Pulley     
Hubs:
Rear Towing for LM Power-
glide    

 $3.00
 $4.00
 

$15.00
$15.00
$25.00
 
$3.00
$5.00

$5.00

$10.00

$1.00
$1.00

$2.00
$2.00
$3.50

$1.00
$1.00

$1.00

$1.00

Deposit Rental Fee

Contact: Ken Ragan

Ragan Enterprises
212 Warner Rd

Bonner Springs KS 66012
913-422-5778

E-mail: kenragan@sbcglobal.net
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Rafee Corvair                      Parts and Service
2695 Bengal Rd.                   918-753-2486
Wister, OK 74966        

Parts, Ken has parts. Oil, he has Amsoil. Tools, he rents tools. Ad-
vice, he has a plenty of N.O.S.
Contact Ken Ragan 913-422-5778

Send your items for the classifieds 
HACOAnews@gmail.com

Gary Moore Editor

CLARK’S- MORE THAN PARTS.

Clark’s Corvair Parts®          CATALOG SALE
 
Over 650 pages; 3+ Lbs.; over 15,000 parts. Regularly $6 US.
You need the 2007-2012 catalog.

The following offers are good February, March & April 2010:
$1 with a parts order over $20

$3 In USA (shipping included).  Order by phone, fax, mail or email.

$5 To Canada (shipping included).  Order by phone, fax, mail or 
email.

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA  01370      
413-625-9776     FAX: 413-625-8498    
www.corvair.com    email: clarks@corvair.com

http://www.rafeecorvair.com

http://bennettprosounddjservice.com/index.html
www.FredsClassicRadios.com
www.amsoil.com
www.corvair.com
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The President’s Corner By Scott Allison

	 Thanks to everyone that could make the February meeting! The theme for the meeting 
was “he can be taught” as I was educated on some of the finer topics on how a proper meeting 
should be run. Thank you to everyone for your patience and kind words during my education 
period (not to end any time soon, God willing). It was a good meeting with a couple decisions 
made and folks stepping forward to volunteer for open chairs.
	 It was a close race with Paul and Jack’s being the winner for the new meeting location. 
I’m looking forward to new menu and opportunities it will offer. Huge thanks go out to Mark 
Whitman and Gary Moore for the time and effort put into the presentation which allowed 
the club to make an educated decision. Good work guys!!!
	 It was also determined that 50% of the auction proceeds will go to the Platte County 
Christmas Store and 50% to the Turner House. Thanks to Bill Bennett for volunteering to be 

the auctioneer this year. We have been presented with the challenge to top last year’s donation so it promises to be a fun event.
	 Don and Irmajean Barta circulated possible social event ideas.  Please consider hosting an event this year or share any 
ideas with them even if you are not personally able to host.  There are many ideas on the floor, of which include overnight events, 
so I’m really looking forward to what comes to pass.
	 Don Wagner and Travis Bolton have volunteered to join the 2011 Round Up committee.  Although both stated they 
didn’t have intentions to chair the committee I think we can safely say that the committee is in good hands.  Thank you both for 
taking on this task with me.  Please let them or I know if you have any ideas for events, locations, and technical sessions for this 
event.  We will be asking for more volunteers as the time approaches so feel free to sign up early if there is something you would 
specifically like to participate in.
	 There are many events coming up that will be referenced to in this edition; please be sure to get your reservations/
registrations in early so that proper planning can occur.

You Meet the Neatest People in the Most Unusual Ways          Title by Scott Allison, Story by Gary Moore
	
      

Scott Allison sold his black Corsa convertible. As you might remember from his June 2008 VairCor article that the Corsa 
was his second Corvair. His first Corvair had a rust problem and body work wasn’t one of Scott’s fortes. With the help of Bob 
St. John he found exactly want he was looking for in Arizona; a convertible with a great body, but needing mechanical attention. 
Over the winter Scott overhauled the engine. Other improvements  and repairs included upholstery, trim, wheel bearings, brakes, 
carburetors, shocks, tires, radio, wiring, heater fan, clutch and flywheel. The car was in perfect shape. So he sold it. 
	 Scott put the Corsa on eBay and the it caught the eye of John Rintels of Virginia. 
John’s father had owned Corvairs. When John was 15½ he was all set to drive his fathers late 
model after he got his drivers license. But the car was demolished in an accident before he got 
his chance to drive it. Forty years later, John found himself still hankering for a Corvair, so he 
started looking for a dependable and good looking Corvair. He came across Scott’s Corsa on 
eBay. He called Scott and decided it was a good candidate. He won the bidding and flew to 
Kansas City to drive it back to Virginia. 
	 Scott invited club members to meet with John, a published writer. (There is a good 
possibility you have seen some of his work on TV.) He has in mind to write a book on what 
it is that draws people to Corvairs. He knew if he planned to write a book about Corvairs, he 
had to experience owning one first hand and research had to done. 
	 With this in mind he and Scott first visited Ken Ragan’s farm. Then Scott drove John 
to Excelsior Springs to have lunch with Travis Bolton and me. He was very interested to know 
why each of us had gotten into Corvairs. We all had different reasons for getting into them, but were in agreement the best part 
of this hobby is the people we have met at chapter meetings, and regional and national events. John plans to attend the national 
convention in Cedar Rapids in June.
	 After lunch Scott gave a quick lesson on putting the convertible top up and down and gave an overview on where to 
check the fluids. John had not yet driven the car because he wanted to be sure he was insured first. But during lunch he had made 
some calls and was now officially ready to drive. With a big smile of his face he slid in behind the wheel and started his trek back 
to Virginia. After traveling 330 miles he stopped for the night. He called Scott to say the car was running great and he had gotten 
his first taste of what it is like to be a Corvair owner. At a stop for gas he got into a long question and answer session with the 
owner of the station. We’d warned him at lunch that almost everyone of a certain age has a Corvair story to tell; he said that was 
exactly what he was looking for. 



Heart of America Corvair Owners Association
16001 Oakland Ave.
Belton, MO  64012

VairCor  is the official publication of the Heart of America Corvair Owners Association, the oldest incorporated continuously active marquee 
Corvair club and Chapter 640 of the Corvair Society of America.  The HACOA membership fee is $15.00 annually, payable January 1.  
CORSA membership is required. 

Heart of America Corvair Owners Association monthly meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at Paul and Jack’s 
Tavern. 1808 Clay Street,   North Kansas City, MO 64116. Social time begins at 7:00.

Karl and Janet Cozad with their 1966 Corsa Coupe
                                               “The Deer Hunter”

Corvair Club of Cincinnati
678 East Rahn Rd
Dayton, OH 45429


