




The Saga Continues: At last month’s meeting Mike 
presented some more news on fuel pumps. He ordered 
eight new fuel pumps directly from Airtex. When the 
pumps arrived all eight were found to be assembled 
incorrectly. Airtex manufactured pumps previously  
had valves pressed firmly and seated into their casings 
The valves were staked in place. The valve on the deliv-
ered pumps were not completely seated and were not 
staked. Airtex sent a representative to Mike’s shop to 
investigate. At the time of this writing Airtex had not 
contacted Mike with the results.
	 As  you can see from the photo, the fuel pump 
on the left has been firmly staked and the valves are 
seated completely in the casting hole. The new pump 
on the right is not staked and the valves are not pressed 
completely into the casing. Due to the different expan-
sion rates of the two materials unstaked steel valves can 
come out when cool fuel enters a hot aluminum fuel 
pump cavity.                                 By Gary Moore       
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Oil Filter Bolts:  Some of the fiber washers used under the head 
of the oil filter bolt will crush just enough under heat cycles and 
vibration to cause the torque (20 ft lbs) to vanish.  Almost all of 
the various filters in use have the problem to a certain extent.  I 
reviewed all of my cars recently and found two of the bolts one 
half turn loose.  One car I know of began to leak oil on the highway 
from that exact problem.  Best defense would be to check the bolts, 
including the right angle adapter, on a regular basis until you are 
sure the torque has stabilized.

Belts:  Most new belts will need to be adjusted at least once after 
a break in period.  If you install a new belt, be sure to recheck 
the tension after a period of time.  A brand new belt would be 
particularly susceptible to loosening up after high speed driving.  
As was mentioned above, check until you are sure the belt has 
stabilized.  If you have belt guides, adjust the clearance to 1/16th 
inch.

Carburetor Inlet Nuts:  These also loosen up from heat cycles 
and vibration, however, when you tighten the steel line nut, you 
should make sure that the spring action of the line is not trying to 
unscrew the inlet nut.  Gently bend the line once you have tightened 
the flare nut so that the line is at least neutral and possibly even 
trying to tighten the nut.  Gaskets, if needed, are available in an 
inexpensive plastic pack on O’Reilly’s shelf.

Gas Filler Pipe Pocket:  The early model cars have a drain and 
a plastic insert with a rubber hose leading down the back of the 
wheel well.  If that small hole in the bottom of the filler pocket 
gets plugged with debris, collected water could rise above the fuel 
pipe if any of the following occur: the hoses connecting the pipe 
to the tank have been replaced and are a little shorter, the gasket 
under the cap has shrunk or the vent opening may be on the low 
side of the cap.  Late models have a bigger drain and the filler pipe 
is higher.

Battery Cable Ends:  These should 
be removed from the battery about 
every six months and you should 
clean both the inside of the clamp 
and the battery post.  They may 
appear clean on the outside but that 
is only for show – the real issue is 
the mating surfaces.  Not attending 
to this item causes all electrical 
operations to cease, usually at the 
time you turn the key to start.

Oil Pan Bolts:  If you have a cork 
or rubber pan gasket there is the potential for leaks as the gaskets 
experience hot and cold cycles along with vibration and oil sitting 
on the gasket at all times.  A regular check of the bolts may be 
necessary.  My favorite method for the pan is to use a late design 
pan that you have carefully straightened, a hard paper gasket 
(allows use of a toque wrench), high temp RTV on both sides of 
the gasket, use of ¼-20 grade 8 bolts by ¾ inch length with lock 
and flat washers.  Torque to 10 ft lbs.

Fuel Pump Mounting Bolt:  Check your pump simply by grabbing 
the top towards the front of the car and attempt to move it – any 
movement or clicking sound needs to be corrected by loosening the 
lock nut and tightening the mounting bolt, then tighten the locknut.  
The mounting bolt should have an “L” stamped on the head – if 
not, shorten the point slightly as it may try to punch through the 
pump casting when you tighten it properly.  (See Vaircor 09/09)

The Preventive Maintenance Series                by Mike Dawson
Things that need double (or regular) checking:

Valve firmly staked and seated. Valve not staked and seated. 



page 4

CORSA President: Jamie Reinhart
Vice Pres.: Jason Cesana
Secretary: Tim Mahler
Treasurer: Frank Regal

CPF President: Allen Bristow
Vice Pres.: Jason Cesana
Secretary: Tim Mahler
Treasurer: Frank Regal
Clark Hartzel, CPF Curator

Judges hard at work at the Concours    photo by Scott Trunkhill

In the Concours Tally Room fingers were flying.

          Waiting in line to begin the Photo Rally.

Helen takes a break from the Tally Room and meets 
with up some of the HACOA gals at lunch.

	 The Concours event was held Tuesday morning. Again this year Don 
Wagner was in charge of the Concours Competition, with Fred Bybee team 
leader of the Late Model judges. The judges used and appreciated the new and 
improved judging sheets that Don had introduced last year at the Great Plains 
Round Up. Barb Wagner and Helen Moore helped in the Tally room. Computers 
were used for the first time in the tallying process, greatly reducing the time to 
figure the results. 
	 The Tuesday tech sessions included: “The History of Chevrolet in 
Australia,” “Building 3.1 liter Corvair Engines,” and “Salsa Cooking.” Meetings 
were held by the V-8 Registry Group, Stock Corvair Group, Corvanatics, 
AirVairs, The 1969 Group, The Caveman Group and The UltraVan Group. A 
Pampering Pajama Party was also held that evening. 
	 Wednesday morning’s EconoRun had a great many entrants, some 
just for the drive through the Iowa countryside. HACOA members in the 
competition were Mark Whitman and Scott Allison finishing 8th in the M2 
class, Sandy and Mike Dawson finished 6th in the PG (automatic) class, Cliff and 
Sheila Carlino finished 3rd in the turbo class. Chuck and Dorothy Morris were in 
tourist class.
	 Wednesday afternoon came time for the Photo Rally. The Rally is 
divided into three classes. Primary, two person teams, Touring, several people 
in the car, and non-Corvair, because not everyone can drive their Corvair to the 
convention. Each team was given a packet containing written directions and 16 
photos of landmarks along the way. Contestants would find each landmark and 
write down how far it was from the starting point. The tricky part was that the 
correct answer was in hundredths of a mile and Corvair odometers are in tenths 
of a mile, so whoever was reading the odometer had to estimate how far the 
tenths meter had rolled past its last number. Because odometers are not perfect, 
a ten-mile odometer check was marked off. At the ten-mile mark a comparison 
was made to the distance on the Corvair’s odometer. Using a supplied formula, 
a correction number was established that was multiplied against the odometer 
reading to give actually mileage. Simple? Yeah right. Evidently it was simple for 
some, because Cliff Carlino and Travis Bolton came in sixth place. The team 
of Bob Brought and his Grandson Zack came in 20th and Helen and I came in 
23rd. We missed the first landmark altogether, how we missed a yellow Corvette 
on a 30-foot pole I’ll never know. John Rintel joined Scott Allison and Mark 
Whitman. John is the writer who purchased Scott’s convertible earlier this year. 
They would have received 4th place in the touring class had they not been three 
minutes late turning in their tally sheet.
	 There were several meetings on Wednesday night.  At the Chapter 
Newsletters Editors and Officers meeting it was learned that there would be no 
newsletter award this year. New CORSA officers were announced at the CORSA 
Annual Meeting. At the Corvair Preservation Meeting they elected officers and 
had a presentation on 1960 Corvairs. Here are the new CORSA and CPF 
officers:
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Scott gives Cliff a bit of encouragement.

Dale Dewald takes a corner on two wheels during the AutoX.

Dollie Cole presents the Ed Cole Award to Dale Dewald.

Denise Swartz of Rocky Mountain Corsa wears a reminder to save the 
week of July 18th, 2011 for the DenVair CorSA National Convention.

	 Thursday was Autocross day for some, and tour the Mennonite Country-
side for others. “Team HACOA,” featuring Travis “Boltin” Bolton, Mike “Smooth” 
Dawson, Scott “That Was Close” Allison, Mark “Smiley” Whitman and Cliff 
“One-eighty” Carlino did very well. Mike and Travis won their respective classes; 
Travis posted the fastest time for the first round of the Improved Stock runs and 
beat the nearest competitor in his class by nearly two seconds. Mike was perhaps 
the only driver of a four door, with automatic and air, but he made it look easy. 
Scott shot through the last set of cones and made a spectacular sideways stop right 
next to a row of cones that would have added two seconds per cone to his time. 
Mark started and finished each race with a big grin on his face and Cliff ended each 
race with a one hundred and eighty degree stop.  
	 One of the highlights of the Improved Stock class was the Greenbrier 
driven by Dale Dewald and also by his wife Marilyn, winners of the Edward Cole 
Award. Dale took every corner with one or two wheels off the ground. It was a bit 
scary to watch, but Dale has been doing this maneuver safely for some time now 
without crashing. 
	 At the banquet that night came the only real glitches of the convention. 
The master of ceremonies misplaced the agenda and had to wing it, but even with 
that the event went on fairly well. Dollie Cole was there to present the Edward 
Cole Award. She apologized for not looking her best, but her flight had been re-
routed and had been late getting to Cedar Rapids. Because she was late no one was 
at the airport to pick her up. That may have been excusable, but when someone 
finally arrived to pick her up, she half-jokingly pointed out, “It was in a Honda.” 
Dollie was gracious throughout the evening despite all she had been through that 
day.
	 Friday morning’s car display went very well, many locals came to see the 
beautiful Corvairs. Fred Bybee found the Corvair he was looking for to replace his 
recently sold coupe. He purchased a very well preserved low mileage four door. He 
had Mike go over it and drove it home from the convention.
	 Helen and I checked out of the hotel at noon, loaded K.C. Corvair, our 
bags and all the newly purchased parts into the Rampside—at the curb with the 
ramp down of course. As we were loading some recently made friends came up to 
say good-bye, then as we were leaving we met several more groups of new friends 
to share good-byes with. None of the conversations ended with “Good-bye,” but 
with a rousing “See you in Denver!”

by Gary and Helen Moore

Say “Cheese!” Chris Green brought his Son Ethan and his nephew Jake 
to Hawkeye Downs to have a day at the Races. 

http://www.youtube.com/v/k_nQE4FGatk&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xd0d0d0&hl=en_US&feature=player_embedded&fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/r8DKRzeCyUA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xd0d0d0&hl=en_US&feature=player_embedded&fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7X9rN_xjaDI


page 6

Tour of the Mennonite Countryside
By Dorothy Morris

On Thursday, three of our club ladies (Sharon Bybee, Sandy Dawson 
and Dorothy Morris) climbed aboard a distinctly different vehicle 
(compared to Corvairs) to tour the Mennonite farm area.
	 The tour took us to Kalona, IA “Where history comes to 
life.” Our guide, Mary Yoder, helped us to understand the Amish and 
Mennonite ways of living. We toured the Historical Village behind 
the museum then on to other areas of the town. So much to see – 
quilts, spool cabinets, furniture, horse and buggy transportation, a 
noodle factory, art work by P. Buckley Moss, a wood working shop, 
a bakery, clothes drying outside.  All images of simple pleasures and 
marvelous skills plus “old fashioned” hospitality.
	 Lunch was served in the home of Salina, a Mennonite lady, 
who had been cooking for traveling guests since 1971. We were 
greeted by the family dog which caused Sandy to miss Dexter even 
more.
	 Back to Cedar Rapids; Sharon with a new quilt, Sandy and 
Dorothy with new cookbooks and all of us so full we were wondering 
how we could be ready to eat another meal at the banquet, but we 
were also “full” of many new memories.

Sandy Dawson admiring an Eureka thread spool 
cabinet with clock.                            great photo by Doro-

Caravan to the convention by way of Marshalltown IA                      By Mark Whitman 
	 We met at the Steak and Shake in Liberty on Saturday and after lunch we were on our way. Scott led the caravan 
in his Spyder with Travis in his Corsa, and I in my Monza followed by Travis’s wife Marcia and their two daughters in the 
Tahoe. The last vehicle was Terry Kalp, our loyal member from Wichita, in his new red Chevy pick-up. Three fun hours 
later we arrived in Marshalltown to a host hotel full of Corvair’s, Corvair race cars on trailers, and even an antique fire 
truck with three Corvair’s on it. 
	 The next morning it was out to the track by eight a.m. I 
didn’t really go to auto cross my Corvair but just to watch. Several 
weeks earlier I wasn’t sure my car was going to be ready for the trip to 
Marshalltown even after three extended stays at Mike Dawson’s and 
countless hours I put in over the last ten months I wasn’t sure I would 
be driving to Marshalltown. Scott gave up an entire weekend to help 
with my car (22 hours +) and I had a couple days to drive it and make 
sure all the bugs were worked out. Now the last thing I wanted to do 
was to drive my car like a crazy man, screeching tires and slamming 
brakes through every turn and running the RPM’s till it wouldn’t go 
any further. Terry was a couple weeks shy of getting his Shark Corvair 
engine race car finished to bring to Marshalltown so he graciously 
offered up his position and entry fee. Many others prodded me until 
I gave in and said I would auto cross my Corvair. I didn’t come prepared but Travis offered up a helmet as he did for every 
HACOA member that auto crossed (except Scott) so a big “thank you” to Travis. I’ve got to say that it was about the most 
fun that I have ever had and I think I learned more about driving my car than I could ever have had on the streets. I came 
in last place but the fun and excitement were terrific. I can’t wait for the next auto cross!
	 I don’t have all the results from Marshalltown however I know that Scott bettered his times from last fall and 
took home the coveted stuffed Tweety Bird prize for first in his class. Travis did well; I can’t remember his finish although 
I know he took first in his class at the convention autocross. Many thanks to everyone who helped me get there and for 
making it a very memorable trip that I won’t soon forget.

Mark taking a corner at Marshalltown  photo by Terry Kalp
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Road Trip!
Don and Irmajean Barta have announced 
that on September 11, 2010 the club will 
venture to historic Arrow Rock, MO to at-
tend the matinee of Pump Boys and Dinettes 
at the Lyceum Theatre, which is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary! Tickets are $24 each in 
advance.

http://www.lyceumtheatre.org/

Great Plains Round Up

New Corvair Friends 	                By Gary and Helen Moore
	 Australian, Carl Kelsen, and his wife, Arlette Pat, introduced us to the 
history of Chevrolet in Australia in a Tuesday morning Tech Session. Chevy in 
Australia was much different from that in the USA. In post WWII Australia, tariffs 
were introduced on imported automobiles. A typical Bel Air in the 1960’s would 
have sold for about $35,000, but the cars were much more extravagant than those 
sold in America. Leather seating, extensive sound insulation, and plush carpeting 
made the Chevrolet the choice of the well to do. The Australian Prime Minister 
traveled in a Chevy. “The Corvair was never introduced to the Australian Market” 
Carl  lamented as he displayed a photo of the only Corvair brought to Australia by 
GM. 
	 Two years ago Carl purchased a 1965 Corsa over EBay from a seller 
in Wheeling, West Virginia. As you can imagine the seller was a bit leery of an 
international transaction. After convincing the seller he was for real, the car was 
shipped to Orlando, Florida where Carl took possession. Carl started off on his 
5,500-mile journey across the southern USA, very brave considering he was used to 
driving vehicles with the steering wheel on the right hand side. Four weeks later he 
arrived in Los Angeles and shipped the car from Los Angeles to Australia. Carl found 
out later that he had not purchased the required permits for the trip, but luckily it never was an issue.
	 Carl has since restored the Corsa and has converted it to state-required right-hand drive; a process that Carl admits was much simpler 
than the conversion of his 1983 Cadillac Eldorado. Carl has written articles that have appeared in the April 2006 CORSA Communiqué 
pages 9-14 and the April 2008 CORSA Communiqué pages 8-12. And he was featured in the June 2009 Denvair News and the January 2010 
Denvair News.
	 After the Awards Banquet, Helen and I had a chance to talk with Carl and Arlette. Arlette was returning to Australia to go back to 
work. She is a high school Business and Law teacher and of course, it’s not summer vacation time there, it’s winter. Karl was staying in the 
States for a while and will be a guest speaker at the Cadillac Club of America’s national convention in Overland Park, July 12th through the 
16th. Hopefully he will have time to drop by our July meeting. 

Don Wagner presenting Cliff Carlino with a Concours Silver  Award.
Sandy Dawson and Sheila Carlino put the finishing touches on a 
puzzle that several HACOA members had worked on.

http://www.rockymountaincorsa.com/newsletter.html
http://www.rockymountaincorsa.com/newsletter.html
http://tulsacorvair.com/2010CR.htm


CLASSYFIEDS

For sale:    Spring is here!!
Internally regulated 63 amp Corvair Alternators $75.00

Rebuilt Corvair starters with solenoid $85.00

Head light and park light warning buzzer, 
reminds you if you left your lights on!  $10.00

Professionally rebuilt Corvair clutch disc on a welded 
center Borg & Beck core with a thickness of .325”. 
$45.00 exchange price with same core.

Installation Available 

Call Mike Dawson 816-322-4057

Club Tool Crib

Tool                               
Harmonic Balancer Puller        
Ramps, Auto  
                        
Torque Wrenches:
1. 1/2” drive 20-150 ft.lb          
2. 3/8” drive 100-1000 in.lb.       
Floor Jacks and Stands 
           
Ring Grove Cleaner		       
Dwell-Tach Meter                       
Greaser:
Blower Motor and Idler Pulley     
Hubs:
Rear Towing for LM Power-
glide    

 $3.00
 $4.00
 

$15.00
$15.00
$25.00
 
$3.00
$5.00

$5.00

$10.00

$1.00
$1.00

$2.00
$2.00
$3.50

$1.00
$1.00

$1.00

$1.00

Deposit Rental Fee

Contact: Ken Ragan

Ragan Enterprises
212 Warner Rd

Bonner Springs KS 66012
913-422-5778

E-mail: kenragan@sbcglobal.net
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Rafee Corvair                      Parts and Service
2695 Bengal Rd.                   918-753-2486
Wister, OK 74966   http://www.rafeecorvair.com

Parts, he has parts. Oil, he has Amsoil. Tools, he rents tools. Advice, 
he has only the best.     
Contact Ken Ragan 913-422-5778

Sen
d your item

s for the classifieds 
H

ACO
A

n
ew

s@
gm

ail.com

CLARK’S- MORE THAN PARTS.

Clark’s Corvair Parts®
400 Mohawk Trail,
 Shelburne Falls, MA  01370      
413-625-9776     FAX: 413-625-8498    
www.corvair.com   
email: clarks@corvair.com

K.C. Corvair welcomes visitors to the 
hospitality room at the convention. 

http://www.fredsclassicradios.com/
http://www.amsoil.com/
http://bennettprosounddjservice.com/
http://www.rafeecorvair.com/
http://www.corvair.com/user-cgi/main
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The President’s Corner by Scott Allison
	 It’s been a very busy month and everyone deserves a round of applause.  Thank you 
to everyone for working around the short notice on the meeting cancellation/rescheduling.  
The meeting went well and we had a good turnout.  I was fortunate enough to join up with 
MCCA on the 13th of June where there was a good turnout by the MCCA group for the All 
Wheels Car Show at Lake Afton where the Corvair was the featured car.
	 The Sunday before the CORSA National Convention, Terry Kalp met up with Travis 
Bolton, Mark Whitman, and I in Liberty to head up to the Marshalltown Time Trial event.  
It did not appear that the weather was going to cooperate but we were fooled.  The event 
was a great success and the track remained dry the entire day.  Many Tweety Awards were 
handed out by the Le Veque’s.  Following the event we formed a quite large caravan from 
Marshalltown to Cedar Rapids.  
	 With everything that has been going on we, HACOA, had a very impressive turnout 
for the 50th Anniversary CORSA National Convention.  By the end of the event there were 

33 HACOA club members that were there for the entire week or made it up for a day or two. In attendance were Mike and Sandy 
Dawson, Don and Barb Wagner, Chuck and Dorothy Morris, Gary and Helen Moore, Cliff and Sheila Carlino, Ken and Gini 
Ragan, Karl and Janet Cozad, Fred and Sharon Bybee, Don and Irma Jean Barta, Bob and Jean St. John, Mark Whitman, Travis 
Bolton, Ed Park, Johnny Rider, Dean Sego, Ray Sego, Terry Kalp, Bob and Linda Brought with grandson Zack, Jerry and Annie 
Lentz, Chris Green with son Ethan and nephew Jake, and myself.  A few new things were tested this year and I personally think 
the event was a great success.  Many thanks should be given to the Iowa and Minnesota clubs for hosting this event; a great job 
was done by all.  The city of Cedar Rapids donated $5,000 to the convention and for those that haven’t yet heard, all proceeds 
raised by the event will be donated to CORSA by the two hosting clubs.
	 We also had our fair share of attendance in the many events and awards received by the club members.  Again, those that 
I know of (not counting concourse as I don’t have the detailed results) are as follows.  For the Picture Rally it was Carlino and 
Bolton in 6th, Brought in 20th, and Moore in 23rd  place in the primary class.  Had Mark Whitman, John Rintel, and I finished 
three minutes earlier we would have received 4th place in the touring class.  For the Economy Run it was Whitman and I with 8th 
place with 29.13643 MPG in the M2 class, Dawson with 6th place with 24.72291 MPG in the PG class, and Carlino with 3rd 
place with 31.26947 MPG in the Turbo class.  Chuck and Dorothy elected to make it a touring only event.  For the Autocross 
we had two top awards with Bolton taking 1st place in the IS3 class and Dawson taking 1st place in the SS3 class.  In addition, 
Whitman was awarded 7th place in the SS3 class, Carlino with 6th place in the SS2 class and I with 4th place in the SS2 class.
	 We have about 15 so far that have signed up for the Thunder in the Valley event on July 10th.  Please let me know as 
soon as possible if you have not previously indicated that you will be attending this event.  Please reference event details noted 
elsewhere in this month’s VairCor.  Please think about hosting a social or other event, Don and Irma Jean Barta can assist with 
ideas.  The Round Up committee will begin to more aggressively firm up the details for the 2011 event.  We’ve received some 
great suggestions and comments...keep them coming!

Make up your own captions for these photos.



	    
       

Heart of America Corvair Owners Association
16001 Oakland Ave.
Belton, MO  64012

VairCor  is the official publication of the Heart of America Corvair Owners Association, the oldest incorporated continuously active marquee 
Corvair club and Chapter 640 of the Corvair Society of America.  The HACOA membership fee is $15.00 annually, payable January 1.  
CORSA membership is required. 

Heart of America Corvair Owners Association monthly meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at Paul and Jack’s 
Restaurant, 1808 Clay Street,  North Kansas City, MO 64116. Social time begins at 7:00.

TEAM HACOA

MIKE

WE AREN’T JUST PRETTY FACES
WE’RE HERE FOR THE RACES


