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Well, here it is June, and the club has a lot of activities lined up to do this      

summer.  I guess there is a thing that we as a club can't do and that is to get you 

as a club member to come  to enjoy these different events that we have for you to 

do this summer.  Take your pick from some of the following; picnic in the park 

June 10th, Tues. (Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park North Shelter) meeting starts at 7:00pm 

in Lenexa.  The Old Shawnee Day Parade will be on June 7th, beginning at 

10:00am.  If you have a convertible and can help please call Jack Hill know.    

(816-452-0619)  There will be a complete list of events in the VairCor that you 

can attend with our Corvair family.  (Parades, picnic in the park, Arrow Rock    

Theatre, St. John's social, WestPort Bar & Grill, Mike Sloan Social (Aug),   

Weston Winery Tour & Show, Corvair Roundup in Oklahoma, Cruises,     

Christmas Party at Koch's).  Earlier I challenged you to come to one or more of 

our great lineup of events this summer, to show the cars that we all love and to 

talk Corvairs.  Get in those Corvairs and start driving them to let people 

know these cars are still around.  I will see some of you at the parade or at the 

park. Park is located at the corner of 87th St & Lackman Rd in Lenexa, KS. 
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THE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE SERIES                                                             by Mike Dawson 

This article addresses the ñas long as itôs outò situation. 

The Corvair was designed to have the engine and transaxle (the drive train) removed as a unit for major service 

operations.  Removing the engine with the transaxle in the car or removing the transaxle with the engine in the 

car is a good way to break a differential snout or bend a shaft.  And by the time you finish this awkward      

procedure, you are within five minutes of having the entire drive train out anyway. 

With the drive train removed, check as many of the following as possible: 

Manual Transmission 

Check disc thickness:  .290 minimum (original GM was .320 squeezed with a caliper) - no grease!  Check 

or replace pressure plate.  Install the disc with the correct side towards the flywheel. 

Rebuild flywheel if it is original (No exception!), balance pressure plate on the flywheel - this also checks 

centering. 

Change flywheel housing seal (use a Clarkôs reproduction - NOS seals leak) 

Change pilot bushing every time the transaxle comes off, they take a wear set and will get noisy if you try 

to reuse them.   Replace clutch shaft seal with the proper size and change or repack the (correct) release 

bearing. 

Check for a straight shaft and disc. Insert the shaft in the transaxle, add the disc and turn with the stub    

axles.  Lube the disc splines and the shaft splines.  If you separate the transaxle, check the internal splines 

in the differential pinion shaft with a flashlight ï they wear out first. 

Lube release bearing shaft, fork pivot, and fork fingers. 

Use blue locktite or sealer on flywheel bolts (TORQUE!).  Flywheel and converter bolts are different 

lengths, also be sure you use the reinforcing ring on the manual flywheel. 

Check U-Joints and re-pack rear wheel bearings, chase the threads in mounting holes. 

Check differential side seals, O-rings, shifter seal, and clean differential vent. 

This is also the time to replace or service items that are hard to do with the engine back in the car, such as 

heater hoses, heater box and cables, brake lines, gas line connection, positive battery cables, harmonic   

balancer, engine seals, etc. 

Automatic Transmission 

Check the flex plate carefully for cracks around the mounting holes.  Use blue locktite or sealer on flex 

plate bolts.  Flex plate bolts are shorter than flywheel bolts. 

Replace converter housing seal ï Use Clarkôs reproduction as noted above. 

Check converter hub bushing, polish seal area and replace the converter hub seal in the differential. 

Adjust low band (loosen lock nut, tighten to 40 inch pounds and back off 4 full turns). 

Replace governor seal, check vacuum modulator. 

Install a 1/8 pipe plug in the converter for draining the fluid.  A tech sheet is available for instructions. 

Clean the vent on the back of the pump cover. 

See also the last three items as listed with the manual transmission above. 
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St. Johnôs Social - Saturday June 21st, 2008 - 1pm. 

Meet at 1pm at Bob & Jeanôs.  Caravan to Ultra Light Airfield, for viewing and rides for those interested; on a 

good gravel road.  Back to St. Johnôs for lunch of BBQ meat, beans, salad and dessert.  Table service and ice 

tea provided.  BYOB. 

Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 17th, at 660-584-7106, phone will take messages.   

Directions to St. Johnôs home from KC, MO.  East on I-70 to exit 49, North on MO-13 to 2nd stop light. 

Right turn to second 4-way stop sign, left to 12th St., left 2 blocks, house on the Northwest corner of 12th 

and Elm St.  

1112 Elm St., Higginsville, MO 
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My Introduction to the Corvair  (Part 3)              By Scott Allison 

Back home the transmission went in easier than it came out and I was extremely lucky that I hadnôt bent the 

spindle in the process.  I could finally get the car licensed and start on the minor things it needed.  The     

speedometer was one of the things on the list.  While calibrating the speedometer I was out late one evening 

with the local police who were clocking me up and down a local 

throughway (the benefits of living in a small town).  As long as they 

didnôt have anything else to do I could zip by, adjust the spring, and 

zip by again. 

After about 5 passes I was as close as I was going to get so I headed 

off for gasoline before returning home.  It was this act where I 

learned about dropped valve seats.  I shut the car off, pumped about 

$10 of gasoline into the tank, jumped back in, and hit the keyé

clunk bang bang bang.  I had no idea what was wrong or what to do 

to find out what was wrong so I drove the car the 2 miles home.  

Luckily enough I didnôt shatter the seat on the way home.  It was 

suggested that I remove the heads to see if in fact it was really a 

dropped seat and sure enough that is what it was.  I will note that 

this can also be done without removing the engine from the car but I donôt think I will ever do it that way 

again.  As you will read in future stories I finally did remove an engine and many tasks are much easier with 

the engine out of the car.  

As a result I had the pleasure of meeting Tom Noland and have been back to see him twice since.  He did    

fantastic work that with a little de-flashing of the heads the car provided me almost 6 months of great fun.  

There was one more incident with a sinking carburetor float that proved tricky to diagnose.  But once the cause 

of the concern was found it was very easy to rectify.  Oh, and by the way, I finally was able to use the 65 hard 

style linkage after I learned that the cross-over linkage was unique to the secondary linkageégo figure. 

I decided to sell this car only because I really wanted a convertible and I found the poor coupe really had more 

rust than I was capable of repairing.  It went to a good home in Florida and last I heard the car is still going 

strong. 

My second Corvair (the keeper)é 

Since I had decided to sell the red coupe I had started looking in late summer for a convertible to work on over 

the winter.  I found exactly what I was looking for in November of 2006.  This time I went out of the rust belt 

to Arizona to find the right car and luckily enough there is a member from our local club that winters in Ari-

zona.  Bob was gracious enough to not only look at the car for me but also be a middle man in the financial 

aspects of the transaction. 

The 1965 Corsa Convertible 140 arrived right after Thanksgiving and, as expected, needing lots of work.  

However, the amount of rust on the car was minimal as expected.  I still wasnôt ready to remove an engine but 

by the time I was done there wasnôt anything other than the crankcase hanging on the differential.  This       

particular gem had dropped a valve seat but the previous owner wasnôt as lucky as me and the seat shattered 

passing through the entire head. 

Noland again came through with the head work (built back up the damage from the shattered valve seat, staked 

new seats into the head, installed all new valves and guides).  While the heads were being fixed I replaced the 

pistons (Mike again assisted with pressing the rods onto the new pistons), rings, and cylinders.  Once the     

engine was done it was time for the brakes and electrical systems.  By late February of 2007 she was all       

together and ready to roll.  I was really enjoying the car early spring and couldnôt wait until summer. 

While I was waiting for summer I also upholstered the back seat, replaced the padded dash, replaced the clock 

in the dash, upgraded the radio, added a spoiler to the front, located and installed a true Corsa rear grill, and 

found a set of 13 inch mag style wheel covers. 
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Oh how plans for the upcoming summer changed; on June 15th 

of 2007 I experienced a Lisfranc fracture (mid-foot separation) 

in my right foot while changing a light bulb (let the light bulb 

changing jokes commence).  This little event put me in bed for 

6 weeks and then non-weight bearing for another 6 weeks.  

Unfortunately it meant that I would not be able to attend the 

convention in Detroit but it didnôt stop me from attending the 

regional Round-up. 

The car has been great to date but still has a few things that 

need to be addressed.  As recent as the writing of this story it is 

getting a new clutch, flywheel, and seals in this area.  As much 

as I would normally enjoy doing this myself and because I 

missed so much drive time last summer I am treating myself 

and having the work done (Mike to the rescue).  What would 

take me a month of weekends will be done in just a few days. 

My third Corvair (the mutt)é 

I learned quickly, when I had the red coupe and the convertible at the same time, that I wanted to drive a     

Corvair everyday.  There is nothing about the cars that I donôt like and I donôt see a need to have anything else.  

So as soon the coupe left it was replaced by a 1965 Monza 4-door 110 powerglide that I found locally.  The car 

was in relatively good shape with some rust (the car wasnôt in this area long before I got it) and seemed to be 

pretty much complete and would serve as my daily driver. 

My first clue that I didnôt know what I purchased was the         

high-rise/single carburetor setup on the non-original 110 case.  In 

my efforts to take the car back to the original setup I learned that 

there was very little original about this car.  Keep in mind itôs a 

powerglide.  First was the intake setup, next was three cracked   

pistons (with one that had already been replaced) and third was the 

reground 280 cam.  I have no idea what this car had been through 

but with a setup like this it had to have been rough. 

For the first time, I dismounted an engine.  The procedure was  

actually much easier than I thought after building a wooden     

platform that perfectly fit onto my existing floor jack.  The sedan 

got a new stock cam, new pistons, cylinders, and rings along with 

Nolandôs magic touch to the heads.  There were no dropped seats 

on this one but while they were off I decided to have them staked.  

Along with the usual fuel system, brakes, and lubricant changes it was ready to hit the road. 

I found out on my first time out that the front crossmember needed serious attention.  Thanks to Steve, a local 

club member, I soon had a good suspension for the car.  Being void of a welder and heavy duty power tools; 

Mike again came to the rescues and installed the unit.  While under the front some additional rust concerns 

were found but not enough of a concern to abandon the project. 

The sedan didnôt need much else and has been a blast to drive.  Iôm surprised at what the powerglide         

transmission provides and how dependable the car as a whole is.  Even sitting outside in the dead of winter, 

where it got down to zero this year, it always started right up and got me where I needed to be.  The addition of 

an FM Converter now allows me to listen to something other than the AM stations and the high volume heater 

fan will have you turning down the fan.   Conclusion next month 
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OLô RED                                 By Gary Moore 

Scott Alison called the 1965 Corvair 500 series sedan ñOlô Red.ò He 

purchased the car from Mike Dawson for the engine and whatever 

parts he could scrounge. He removed the drive train, the dash and all 

things shiny, he offered remains to anyone in need. Needing a    

windshield for my coupe, I offered to haul the car away for him.  

The next week my brother and I arrived to take possession of Olô 

Red . My brotherôs first question after looking at the car was: ñWhy 

are we doing this?ò I told him the car had a few useful parts hidden 

under itôs crusty exterior. So we loaded the limping car up the ramps 

and onto the trailer. Limping is a good description, we got her into 

position on the trailer just as the rear wheels collapsed.  

My wife was almost ecstatic when my third Corvair was unloaded 

from the trailer. She said that there wouldnôt be another Corvair 

brought home until she got a new sofa for the living room. Hey, 

sounded fair to me.  

Removing the windshield did not work out, a crack appeared while 

removing the molding. So I looked for other salvageable parts. I 

could see the fuel tank really well through a hole in the trunk, and it 

looked to be in very good shape. A call to Mike, he confirmed that 

the tank had been replaced and probably was less than 15 years old. I was 

glad to have something positive to show for my efforts.  

Not long after this I delivered my coupe to the paint shop. The painter said that the hood, he meant trunk lid, 

was a bit bent. I told him it was probably from the time I dropped it 

while trying to store it in the rafters of my shop. Olô red came to the 

rescue and donated its trunk lid, which was in very good shape.  

The next rescue occurred after our 9 month old puppy decided that 

dryer vent that runs through the garage was there to be chewed on. 

Mike had replaced one of the heater ducts with aluminum flex pipe, just 

the size I needed. I never thought I would be using parts off Olô Red for 

home repair. 

Olô Red provided wing window parts for my car. The seats had no tears 

in them, so I have them stored in my workshop. I also removed the 

headlight buckets, kick pads with vents, window glass, and a trick 

heated air diverter that Mike had installed.  

I asked Mike for some history for the car, and he responded with a 

email and photos. Mikeôs email:    

The car was built in California, sold to the first owner in Oklahoma 

(there was a lot of red dirt still under the car when we got it). Later to 

be purchased in the early 80ôs as (believe it or not) an investment by a guy who lived next door to an old friend 

of mine up near Barry Road.  

His wife hated the car which just sat in the garage, and [she] constantly door dinged it. After they decided to 

get a divorce I heard he wanted to sell the car and I drove up to see it. At that time (1985), our son was 15 and 

I promised him a car as long as he was on the honor role. The sedan was just right - low mileage  

The original ad for not so Olô Red 

Olô Redôs hood repainted and ready 

to be install on my coupe 
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(55,000), not flashy or a collectors item and was in excellent        

condition. I bought it for $1500 and spent two days doing the re-

quired maintenance to make it dependable. Our son then proceeded 

to drive it for 16 years as he went through high school, college and 

graduate school. The only reason he gave it back to me was that he 

lives in Lawrence and he was tired of everybody knowing who he was 

and where he was all the time.  

He drove it to Colorado several times, to a Madonna concert in   

Chicago and in the 150,000 miles that he put on the car it only let 

him down three times, one dead battery when he was in high school, 

a bad fuel pump in Lawrence (the only time it was towed) and 

a bad distributor cap at his house.  

I painted it in the driveway twice with one other touchup job. 

It was involved in two accidents, both in Lawrence and both 

times Steve was rear ended at a stop light. Both cars that hit 

him had to be towed off but his only got a slightly dented 

bumper and a broken tail light.  

After I got the car back in 2002, I drove it to work every day 

until the cross member expired last summer on the day that I 

retired! The actual mileage was about 235,000. The car was 

driven almost a year without a speedometer back in 91 or 92 

when we had a speedometer cable crisis. The engine and 

drive train were original and never overhauled. Only routine 

maintenance on everything. It was really a great car for all those years  

- I was a little sad, losing part of the family but I look at it like an organ donor - others will benefit!  

The car went to the recycler in February; I hope that the car thatôs formed from its steel serves its owners as 

well as OlôRed. 

Olô Red on a better day 

Mikeôs choice of replacement panels for the 

floor board were creative.  
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The Shawnee Parade 

The Old Shawnee Day Parade will be on June 7th beginning at 10am.  In the past we have our convertibles 

carry the dignitaries, however, this year I am not sure this will happen but I would like to have as many cars as 

possible for the club to make a good showing.  If you can please call me at 816-452-0619 or I will be calling 

club members.  Also, for those who would like to we meet at McDonaldôs at Shawnee Mission Parkway and 

Quivira Rd afterwards.    Thank-you, Jack Hill 

Listed below are selected events that may be of interest to HACOA members.  A complete list of upcoming 

area events can be found at the following website: 

http://clubs.hemmings.com/frameset.cfm?club=acckc 

June 

1: Kearney swap meet, downtown 

7: HACOA participation in the Shawnee parade 

21: Model Car Nationals at the Overland Park Convention Center 

23-28: CORSA Convention 

August 

2: HACOA Winery Tour & Show 

10: HACOA Social sponsored by Mike Sloan 

22-24: Ozark Empire Swap Meet at Springfield 

29-31: Good Guys Mid-Western Nationals at the Kansas Speedway 

September 

12-14: Corvair Roundup in Oklahoma 

27: HACOA participation in the Overland Park Parade 

December 

12: HACOA Annual Christmas Party at the home of Kevin & Ada Koch 

Selected Cruise Nights (See: http://clubs.hemmings.com/frameset.cfm?club=acckc for a complete list. 

3rd Friday: Pleasant Hill 6:00 

1st Saturday: Blue Springs (west of 7 and Main) 5:00 

          Harrisonville Family Center 6:00 

          Leeôs Summit Paddy OôQuigleyôs (150 & 291) 1:00 

2nd Saturday: Bass Pro Independence (I-70 & 291) 5:00 

           Overland Park Winsteadôs (103rd & Metcalf) 6:00 

3rd Saturday:  Johnny Rayôs Drive In (Leeôs Summit) 5:00 

4th Saturday: Belton Main Street 5:00 

http://clubs.hemmings.com/frameset.cfm?club=acckc
http://clubs.hemmings.com/frameset.cfm?club=acckc
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Tool Crib 

Tool                Deposit  Rental Fee 

Puller for Harmonic Balancer    $3.00    $1.00 

Ramps, Auto      $4.00 $1.00 

Torque Wrenches:    

1. 1/2ó drive 20-150 lbs.   $15.00 $2.00 

2. 3/8: drive 100-1000 lbs.  $15.00 $2.00 

Floor Jack & Stands   $25.00 $3.50 

Ring Grove Cleaner     $3.00 $1.00 

Dwell-Tach Meter     $5.00 $1.00 

Greaser: blower bearing & Idler Ply   $5.00 $1.00  

Hubs, Rear Towing for LM powerglide $10.00 $1.00 

Contact: Ken Ragan 

Ragan Enterprises 

212 Warner Rd 

Bonner Springs, KS 66012 

913-422-5778 

E-mail: kenrragan@sbcglobal.net 
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Rebuilt Corvair Starters With New       

Solenoids $85.00:   

One year warranty, excluding broken noses 

due to bad ring gears.  Mike Dawson        

816 322-4057. Installation available. 

 

For Sale: 

Rebuilt Corvair starters including solenoid, 

one year warranty, $85.00 exchange. 

(Installation available). 

Corvair alternators, rebuilt and converted to 

63 amp internally regulated. One year      

warranty, $70.00 exchange. (Installation 

available)  Replace that generator! 

Mike Dawson 816 322-4057 


