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Well, here it is June, and the club has a lot of activities lined up to do this      

summer.  I guess there is a thing that we as a club can't do and that is to get you 

as a club member to come  to enjoy these different events that we have for you to 

do this summer.  Take your pick from some of the following; picnic in the park 

June 10th, Tues. (Sar-Ko-Par Trails Park North Shelter) meeting starts at 7:00pm 

in Lenexa.  The Old Shawnee Day Parade will be on June 7th, beginning at 

10:00am.  If you have a convertible and can help please call Jack Hill know.    

(816-452-0619)  There will be a complete list of events in the VairCor that you 

can attend with our Corvair family.  (Parades, picnic in the park, Arrow Rock    

Theatre, St. John's social, WestPort Bar & Grill, Mike Sloan Social (Aug),   

Weston Winery Tour & Show, Corvair Roundup in Oklahoma, Cruises,     

Christmas Party at Koch's).  Earlier I challenged you to come to one or more of 

our great lineup of events this summer, to show the cars that we all love and to 

talk Corvairs.  Get in those Corvairs and start driving them to let people 

know these cars are still around.  I will see some of you at the parade or at the 

park. Park is located at the corner of 87th St & Lackman Rd in Lenexa, KS. 
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THE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE SERIES                                                             by Mike Dawson 

This article addresses the ñas long as itôs outò situation. 

The Corvair was designed to have the engine and transaxle (the drive train) removed as a unit for major service 

operations.  Removing the engine with the transaxle in the car or removing the transaxle with the engine in the 

car is a good way to break a differential snout or bend a shaft.  And by the time you finish this awkward      

procedure, you are within five minutes of having the entire drive train out anyway. 

With the drive train removed, check as many of the following as possible: 

Manual Transmission 

Check disc thickness:  .290 minimum (original GM was .320 squeezed with a caliper) - no grease!  Check 

or replace pressure plate.  Install the disc with the correct side towards the flywheel. 

Rebuild flywheel if it is original (No exception!), balance pressure plate on the flywheel - this also checks 

centering. 

Change flywheel housing seal (use a Clarkôs reproduction - NOS seals leak) 

Change pilot bushing every time the transaxle comes off, they take a wear set and will get noisy if you try 

to reuse them.   Replace clutch shaft seal with the proper size and change or repack the (correct) release 

bearing. 

Check for a straight shaft and disc. Insert the shaft in the transaxle, add the disc and turn with the stub    

axles.  Lube the disc splines and the shaft splines.  If you separate the transaxle, check the internal splines 

in the differential pinion shaft with a flashlight ï they wear out first. 

Lube release bearing shaft, fork pivot, and fork fingers. 

Use blue locktite or sealer on flywheel bolts (TORQUE!).  Flywheel and converter bolts are different 

lengths, also be sure you use the reinforcing ring on the manual flywheel. 

Check U-Joints and re-pack rear wheel bearings, chase the threads in mounting holes. 

Check differential side seals, O-rings, shifter seal, and clean differential vent. 

This is also the time to replace or service items that are hard to do with the engine back in the car, such as 

heater hoses, heater box and cables, brake lines, gas line connection, positive battery cables, harmonic   

balancer, engine seals, etc. 

Automatic Transmission 

Check the flex plate carefully for cracks around the mounting holes.  Use blue locktite or sealer on flex 

plate bolts.  Flex plate bolts are shorter than flywheel bolts. 

Replace converter housing seal ï Use Clarkôs reproduction as noted above. 

Check converter hub bushing, polish seal area and replace the converter hub seal in the differential. 

Adjust low band (loosen lock nut, tighten to 40 inch pounds and back off 4 full turns). 

Replace governor seal, check vacuum modulator. 

Install a 1/8 pipe plug in the converter for draining the fluid.  A tech sheet is available for instructions. 

Clean the vent on the back of the pump cover. 

See also the last three items as listed with the manual transmission above. 
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St. Johnôs Social - Saturday June 21st, 2008 - 1pm. 

Meet at 1pm at Bob & Jeanôs.  Caravan to Ultra Light Airfield, for viewing and rides for those interested; on a 

good gravel road.  Back to St. Johnôs for lunch of BBQ meat, beans, salad and dessert.  Table service and ice 

tea provided.  BYOB. 

Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 17th, at 660-584-7106, phone will take messages.   

Directions to St. Johnôs home from KC, MO.  East on I-70 to exit 49, North on MO-13 to 2nd stop light. 

Right turn to second 4-way stop sign, left to 12th St., left 2 blocks, house on the Northwest corner of 12th 

and Elm St.  

1112 Elm St., Higginsville, MO 


