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| think maybe spring has come to northwest Missouri. My tulips, daffodils, and
hyacinths are all coming out. You people in K C, we are about a week or two
behind. I think the auction went well with Barb's peanut clusters being the top
money maker.l told Barb on my waylown to the meeting | woullike to have
herbid and get the candyShe got the first box for $5 and sothe auction was
going on | looked back and she was passing the candwdhén | saw this, |
thought when the next box came up | would get that box of candy. &ary
Helen Moore had tasted Barb's candy and Helen told Gary she would like the

. . next box, | also wanted itl bid on the candy and so did Garywhen Gary bid
Preventative Maintenance 2 g3 my thought was Barb could make some at home for $30! If you didn't make
it to the meeting you missed out ogreat time and listening to KgThank you
Karl). Dominique will have the amount of what we maddtaauction in the
newsletter.June will be her&éefore you know it and Jack Hill will need
convertibles for the Shawnee ParameSat. the 7th in the mornindlso the
monthly club meeting will be in thieenexa park again on June 1Glub

members that live in theouthwest Part d{C, try to make it to that meeting .
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The Preventative Maintenance Series KB \Digvson

The single barrel downdraft Rochester carburetors used on Corvair engines are a very basic design, work gt
well for the application, and can be reconditioned to perform like new. Keep in mind that there are H and HV
models (V for venture operated choke control diaphragm) and lots of different calibrations and model
upgrades. The key to good performance is a matched pair with at least the upgrades that apply to your
particular year. There are lots of articles about identification so that will not be addressed here. The followin
suggestions will reveal that this basic design can have a lot of small issues that require your attention.

Plan on installing a throttle shaft seal kit along with the regular rebuild kit. This greatly reduces any vacuum
leaks around the shaft which disturbs idle and off idle performance. Also clean, inspect and seal or replace t
base insulators. Thin gaskets are available for this area. Check or replace the two balance tube hoses, botf
vacuum modulator hoses if Powerglide, check both chokeofislif equipped, air & fuel filters and clean the

vent system. This includes all vent tubes, PVC valve, road draft tube and fixediodfieek the orifice size

since people do strange things to them. All of the above items directly affect carburetor performance.
Disassemble the carburetors, clean and make sure all parts make up a matched pair. The alloy metal used |
somewhat soft so watch for damaged areas.

o Check the accelerator pump system components for the following: the new pump cup is installed correctl
the vapor check ball in the pump is free, both upper and lower springs are the correct length, the brass
discharge needle is in place with the top of the needle rdstiogvthe gasket surface. Use a strand pulled
out of a wire brush to check the two discharge holes in the carburetor base at the discharge needle and
check for a clean smooth bore for the cup to run in.

e Special notes: 140 secondary carburetors have a shorter and stiffer accelerator pump return spring, may
have a cup (works better with one) and may only have one discharge hole.

« Carburetor base: use a straight edge to check the bottom mounting area and dress up if necessary. Inste
shaft seal kit as mentioned above. If the base is too badly worn, sleeves are available and the shafts are
available new. Check the shaft to lever fit for looseness (can be welded), make sure the valve screws are
tight, use a mirror to inspect the power valve insertsgBp be sure the idle passages are clean and not
damaged, and be sure the two venture mounting holes do not have residual water or carburetor cleaner i
them which will freeze the screws in place. If ajetis frozen, use a screwdriver with a good tip and strike |
smartly a couple of times to free the jet.

« Carburetor air horn: Straight edge for damage from over tightening the top mounting nut, make sure the
choke shafto-lever fit is solid and the screws are tight. Check floats for gas, check float alignment (pre 6<
floats are bigger than late floats and do not have springs), make sure the fuel filter threads do not have
crusty material in them that will come off when you screw the nut in. Be sure to install the accelerator
pump rod in the proper direction through the
lever.

o Venturi Cluster: Check all holes, particularly th
small tube which is the idle pickup and which e
ily traps debris. Match up the casting numbers
and watch for missing brass plugs. Also, strai¢ ®§;
edge the mounting area, since they can warp.

Coming up: adjustments and troubleshooting.
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You Might Be Car Crazy if: By Bob Vukas
Youdbve taken your spouse, more than once, to a u
Youdbve painted a car with a brush or a roller.

You love the smells of fresh gasoline and tires.

You love to drive on vacation no matter what the distance.

Your stops on vacation include car related museums first.

You can tell the dib#HeCberovgdsbet ween the 0649

You know that the Mustang came from the Falcon Sprint and that the Camaro came from the Nova SS.
You think thatBonanzavas sponsored solely by Chevrolet.

You know what three on the tree means and you know how to use one.

Youdbve actually changed a spare tire.

You know whatHeetis and you know how it is used.

You know the wordiehardnot from a movie but from a Sears battery,

Youbve filled your car with gasoline without wusi
You understand the words Idiot Light and wish there were more gauges.

Youbve actwually put a pair of gloves in your glo

You thought cup holders were to be used only at the A&W Drive In while stopped for lunch or dinner, and
they were on the door of your glove compartment.

You know what a flare is and you have kept one in your glove compartment.
Youobve r ectikiromédA aad u3ed it vphile traveling.

You read theConsumer Report&pril New Car issue oNew Car Previewske everyone else reads tBports
lllustrated swimsuit edition.

You know Ralph Nader was wrong and staunchly defend the Corvair at any given opportunity.

Youdbve always thought station wagons were cool ,
modern wagons.

You were introduced to shrimp with a twenty one shrimp basket at a drive in.

Youbve installed a stereo, speakers or a rear wi
Youbve put fuzzy materi al on the package shel f i
You fondly remember your first car even if it was a Vega, Pinto, Pacer, Valiant, Falcon or Corvalir.

You know what points, rotor and condenser are us

Youbve used a snow brush or a brick for cruise ¢
Youbve used a coat hanger as a replacement ant.i
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My Introduction to the Corvair (Part 2) By Scott Allison

The next weekend | replaced the alternator and m
many cars and so much potential éthen he took me
the afternoon talking about Corvairs before | had to head out. | only had the car for a couple more days befo
the owner came back to claim it. He drove it fo
back or informed that he was selling it. As far as | know = :

did well by him and | believe he sold it to a teacher at Jc ?
son County Community College. ]

| had other projects going on at the time (a 1965 Thund:
bird and a 1963 Buick Wi ke,
miss the car, the meeting, and the new friend | had madg o

would be 2006 before a Corvair would come back into ngs -~ S
mindéli ke a charging bul :

My first Corvair (the cl @

It was fall of 2005 that | decided to sell my 1965 Thunde
bird and 1963 Buick Wildcat at the December Mecum a
tion here in KC. | had repaired, shown, and enjoyed the_ -
cars for nearly 3 years. I was finding that | w
the attention | wanted as both were pretty plain
wanted to talk about adoor all original Wildcat with 27,000 original one owner miles or a completely re-
stored stock 1965 Thundehicken.

That winter was a time for Ray to celebrateéor s
and | was inside the house more than nor mal. He
thought and it wasndét | ong before he was asking

when he started parking outside again, leaving a big empty space in the garage, regardless of the weather h
would otherwise have to contend with. Not being one you have to tell twice, | was on a mission once again.

It was early spring of 2006 when | found a little red coupe in the KC Star. All | knew is that it was a late
model and pretty much original. It had been a f
ing at all about it, except that it made his wife ask daily when it was going away. It was pretty rusty and did
not run but we agreed on a price andfirst Corvair was being loaded onto a flatbed for the short tip to its
new home.

Only now, home in the garage looking at what | purchased, did | realize | needed to do a lot more research o
what to do first. | had been into many wateoled engines before but when | removed the top shroud and

saw exposed cylinder jugs my jaw hit the floor. As you read in the previous story my first Corvair seemed to
just want to run so |I wasnodot required to |l earn m
buretors.

A little browsing on the internet again introduced me to Clarks and we quickly ignited what would be a long
term relationship. | started with the tank (just a flush when it should have been much more based on what |
know now), moved to the brakes (where | replaced everything when much of it could have probably been re-
built), and then the engine. It seemed to go pretty well and in 6 short weeks it started up.

For the first couple weeks after that all it did was start as | had no idea what to do with the four carburetors.
Oh yea, the little red coupe ended up being a Corsa with the original 140 engine. Gas lines were abundant ¢
linkage was excessive, none of it made any sense to me. Back to the internet | went where | met the Corvai
Center Forum. It was like having Ken Ragan at my fingertips but it only took about two hours before | real-
ized | knew even less than what | thought.
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| started matching up images from the Clarks catalog to those provided by the rareyraembers of the

forum. Did | have the 65 or latercarburetor linkage, what size jets were in the carburetors, and did | have
secondary cut offs were some of the initial ques
many | aughs that got? | 6m sure they all thought
the garage mulling over what their questions meant and then determining what | actually had.

| quickly learned why they laughed. Although the car was a 1965 it had the 1966 linkage with the secondary
cut offs. Things were challenging enough without a bunch of springs and cut offs to complicate the classroot
These advancements may not scare me today but at the time they were variables that | needed to remove. |
next Clarks order consisted of carburetor rebuild kits and the 1965 hard carburetor linkage.

The four carburetors rebuilt as easily as the first two of four years before. It was then that | learned there we
not enough pictures to illustrate how the 65 linkage was to be applied. In the meantime | did learn however
that you can ignore the secondary carburetors as
temporary path. Finally, the car will idle although very rough and at a high RPM. [ fought this for another
couple weeks when one day | noticed raw gasoline running from the exhaust after a very loud bang from the
engine compartment.

| ran the white flag up the poll and turned to the internet once again. | found a yahoo forum this time with an
email address to one of the local members. It was a few days later when | got a call from a gentlemen by the
name of Mi ke Dawson. He c|
about Corvairso and wondere
help. | had no idea at the time that Mike would quickly
become my encyclopedia, motivator, and mentor on these
great little cars. Mike agreed to come to my place, based
on the dreadful condition of my car, the following week-
end.

My first meeting with Mike was one | will never forget.
Once he could tear me away from his van, a 1962 Green-
brier, he was more than anxious to see what was up with
my sick coupe. | learned so much that first day that it
forced me into seclusion for another week while my mind
caught up with the many notes that | took. Back to that
day; Mike found that | had busted a push rod filling the
cylinder with gas. From his van he produced a used push-
rod, adjusted the valves, and balanced the carburetors. When he left it was running very smoothly.

With it now able to leave the garage | quickly found that it needed transmission work. It was suggested that |
look for a used transmission rather than rebuild the one | had. By way of the internet, again, and the Corvair
Center forum | was introduced to Terry Kalp. Terry claimed to have a transmission and would be happy to
exchange mine for one of his i1if | cared to make
ple weeks later that my Father and | headed out to Wichita.

I wasnodot yet ready to remove an engine and someo
transmission without removing the engine. | had no idea that there was a two foot long spindle and by the tir
| finally did get the transmission out | understood why this procedure was not advisable.

When we arrived at Terrybés Corvair Ranch it was
Terrybs place is every bit as impressive as Keno
date, he was more than willing to talk about the cars and provide any assistance he could. We kept him tied
for a couple hours before we had to head back home with a used transnf&apituned next month




