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First | would like to thank Dominique for the nice job that he has been doing with
the VairCor. The pictures that he has been putting in the newsletter and the
figures to dress it up each month, with the index on the left side of the front page.
Also a thank you, goes out to all of the people that have sent him information to

_ . put in the VairCor.

Inside this issue:

At the next meeting Kevin Koch will be collecting the money for the Christmas
party that will be at his house on December 12th. This year we will be taking off
$10 on each club members cost for the meal. ($10 per couple) At the party we
Attention all members/Callto 2 Will be exchanging gifts again this year so, bring a present (guy for a guy or gal
Serve for a gal or one that would work for either) Look on in the newsletter for more
information on the Christmas party.

President 6s Colrn

Preventative Maintenance 3

As | am writing this it is raining and | hope it doesn't knock all the pretty leaves

Common Sense 4 . . .
off the trees. The trees are just starting to get their red, yellow and orange colors
around here. So this would be a good time of the year to take your Corvair or for
Garage Dedication 5 a hice drive to see what mother nature has done for us.

HACOA Christmas Party 6 1he November meeting we will be voting on the officers to run the club in the
2009 year. So lets have a big turn out at the meeting to vote on the officers. For
those people that haven't been to a meeting, come see the nice room at Chappell

Cars & Parts 7 nonsmoking, clean rest rooms, good food, and great company that love their cars
This month we always have our family to come to our house for Thanksgiving
Renewal Form 9 which means that there will be a lot of food to eat. That is the good part, but we

will have to clean up the basement ahead of time. Set up tables for all of the
people to have a place to eat the chicken, ham, green beans, salads, home made
rolls, pie, and cookies. We will have about 30 people to come. Start thinking
about Thanksgiving Day and Christmas it will be here before you know it.
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Attention All Members / Call to Serve

As most of you know | have been working on my BS in Business Management/Healthcare at Park Universit
for the past year. | have just a few classes remaining and scheduled to complete this milestone in my life
next year. This has been a long road and | have been contemplating what type of career to pursue when
complete. My efforts have focused on a position in Emergency Management Services/Disaster Relief. To
advance my career objectives in the most efficient and timely manner | have chosen to enter the Kansas
Army National Guard as an officer effective November 4th, 2008. This will entail my departure from

Kansas City for many months for training and appointment. My departure is scheduled for Mar26080

While my time with the Heart of America Corvair Owners Association and its members has been memorable
and enriching, | will be unable to continue my duties as your news editor for the next year. This is a position
that | have found most rewarding and an honor to perform for all of you for the past several years. | will be
returning to the Kansas City area when training is complete and seeking a job in the area. |intend to
maintain my membership for the next year but will be unable to attend few if any functions throughout. This
letter is intended to ask the members if there is anyone able/willing to take over the responsibilities as news
editor for HACOA. | would be happy to help anyone interested in assuming this position in whatever they
may require to continue our monthly happenings. This can include help with software, computer setup, all
information pertaining to the current newsletter, etc. |1 am sure that the members would gladly share in any
new thoughts or ideas that you may want to add to the current and future newsletters. | am giving this notic
now as to allow for a smooth transition for all/l

| thank all of you for your support in this endeavor and our continued friendships. | look forward to the day
when | can share in our monthly events with all of you again soon. Best wishes to all of you and yours.

Sincerely,

Dominique Allen
816-668-3847 Cell

corvair@homeown.hiz
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THE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE SERIES by Mike Dawson

Oi | |l eaks are always a topic of conversation and
related to failed seals and gaskets, although marginal parts are the quickest to leak.

The first is a crankcase that is severely diluted with gasoline. You get tremendotisyldod no seal can

stop the combination of pressure and thin lubricant. The cause can be a leaking needle/seat and parking wit
the tank uphill, a failed choke ptdiff that is ignored, or a gently leaking fuel pump (with no raised internal
boss) . Al so, dono6ét overlook extra thin oil put

Second, check your crankcase vent system. ALL engines have them, whether a road draft tube or one of the
different positive crankcase ventilators. If any of the plumbing is restricted, pressure quickly builds up and it
can even blow oil out of the dipstick tube in extreme situations.

Third, an overfilled crankcase can cause pressure build up. I have found numerous cases over the years wht
dipstick tubes are not fully seated in the boss. If you have to add more than the 4 Y2 quarts at a change, pull
the right side lower shroud and make sure the raised bead of the tube is seated on the boss. Chevrolet also
publi shed a TSB on the dipsticks in 664 because
pushed the oil down in the tube and gave an erroneous reading. The solution was an air bleed hole in the si
of the dipstick tube after W161610 in 664.

Under miscellaneous, worn out compression rings and exhaust valve guides can cause crankcase pressure
only a double road draft tube and double STP will help. Keeping filthy oil in an engine in the winter is a good
way to have a pressure regulator valve stick and blow the oil filter seal. Speaking of winter, short trips in be-
low freezing temperature can cause condensation in dirty vents that freezes. Number two above is then drar
tized in a very short period of time.

Getting back to the vents, short of removing the top cover, a method of cleaning the lower tube is as follows:
fray the end of an old speedo cable into a ball, gently pressurize the crankcase with metered shop air or a va
uum cleaner outlet and work the tube while the air flow blows out the junk. Be sure to clean the fixed orifice

or PCV valve.
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Common Sense by Bob Vukas

The Volkswagen Beetle, the Nash Rambler and the Studebaker Lark have large interior space and are
compact on the outside. The Corvair, Chevy Il, Falcon and Valiant were too. The Chevelle, Fairlane and
Coronet were midsized cars with roomy interiors. Gas was cheap and the longer, lower and wider
philosophy trend continued. President Kennedy even talked about the excesses of the tail fins on American
cars in one of his early speeches. It was clear that we had gone too far and that common sense called for u
to reign in these tendencies.

The Mobil Economy Run ceased to exist after 1968 due to the change in attitude of our American car
makers. Fuel economy was replaced with ever bigger, heavier, higher horsepower vehicles in all parts of
their |ines. VWb6s; Toyotas, Subaru's and Datsunbod
offerings. The handwriting was on the wall, hence, the Vega and Pinto appeared in the fall of 1970.
Consumer Reportsondered why the Chevelle handling, size and economy could not be combined with the
interior room of the AMC Rebel. The oil crisis of 1973 hammered the issue home and all of a sudden that
little Honda was a Civic, not a motorcycle. Mo n
Chevette and Pontiac T1000. The Chevrolet Nova was adapted for all of the GM divisions, even Cadillac.
The Omni Horizon twins arrived based on the VW Rabbit. Accords, Dashers and Jettas came along too.
Downsizing became the buzz word and cars became smaller and in fashion. Big was out.

We saw the next wave of this philosophy in 1979 with the Iran Hostage Crisis and the gas shortages of that
summer. Citation, Phoenix, Omega and Skylark appeared with compact bodies and large interior space. The
Ford Tempo/ Topaz was Fordés answer to the call f
arrived, which by design, used a clean slate to make a roomy American car without the weight of past
vehicles. It sold well for years. Station wagons were out and Mini Vans lead the parade starting with the K
cars from Chrysler.

We reduced the speed Iimit to 55 in the fall of
became cheap again and we bought vans and then Explorers, the new mid size SUV, like crazy as we coulc
not find vehicles that combined room and economy. Suburbans, Tahoes, Expeditions and Excursions
cropped up like dinosaurs recreated from ancient DNA like thoderassic ParkWe had trucks and

SUVdés from Cadillac and Lincoln too.

Now we are again faced with rising gas prices due to the international markets influenced by Iran, Russia ar
Venezuela. The Chinese are buying more cars, American cars, and driving more which raises the demand f
gas. While were once again not paying attention, we have missed 35 years of opportunities to work towards
energy independence. Our car companies are not as well prepared to switch gears to smaller, more fuel
efficient cars, SUVds, trucks and buses as we wo
saving fuel and reducing pollution for several years now in big cities. The fuel cell vehicle plug in combo is
arriving via the Chevrolet Equinox and Honda Clarity, on a small basis. The Chevrolet Volt plug in is
nearing reality for the fall of 2009. Six speed transmissions, combined with smaller, more powerful, more
economical engines are ever closer. My question to ponder is why we did not see this coming to be better
prepared. It takes a crisis to bring people to work together, but we all hope to carry the lessons learned in th
process. The Free Market and the wave of ecological Green can work together, if we forget about the
Hatfields and McCoys, roll up our sleeves, and get to work. This energy crisis is not just a fad nor will the
economical vehicles it inspires.



Page5

VairCor

Garage
dedication at
Mike and

Sandy
Dawsonos
October 18th.

(Mike as King
of the garage)
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