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October is here and | hope that we have one of those nice pretty fallslatithf a
color. The following people went down to Oklahoma City for the Great Plains
Corvair Roundup on September-12, Scott Allison with his black convertible
with Gary Moore riding shot gun, Karl & Janet Cozad with his blue coupe, Jack

Inside this issue: & Elaine, Mike & Sandy Dawson with his Lakewood Wagon, Larry, J&nson

(that built the car), Barb and mét the convention there werdat of people

fhat didn't come because of the weatied the ones that did got into a lot of

rain, but we all had a lot of fuin Concours we had 9 signed up but only 6 got

Preventative Maintenance 23 there. From our club June & Larry Teter with a 1963 Yellow Convertible got an
gold award and the Best of Show awaMike & Sandy Dawson got an Silver

Overland Park Parade 3 award withtheir Lakewood Wagonln the car display part Karl & Janet Cozad
got anaward for his late Blueoupe (1st place | think)We just got done judging

President 6s Colrn

Selling you Car * the cars and it started raining all morningike gave an hour Tech session and
after histhere was another Tech session with another person givingrottee
Garage Dedication 6 afternoon thergvas something that | had not seen beforeiawds called slow
drag. Two cars are started from the line and the last car to get to the line is the
Calendar of events 6 winner. The funny part about it you can't touch the brakes at anytime, but you
New/returning members . . .
can let the air out of the tires, or put as many people in the car as you can get
Cars & Parts 7 In. One of the carbad 7 people in it with Scott Allison being the last to get in
the back seat of the 4diTheBanquet and\wards were given out Saturday
2008 Roundup 8 night (Food was great)After the banquet we allentabout 20 miles out from

where the hotel wa® what was called Round Barn & POP®is place had
500 flavors of pop there that could be order&ee you all at the October
meeting.

%
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The Preventative Maintenance Series Mike Dawson

ltdéds time to review winter maintenance issues th
efficiency can diminish slowly over time and not be noticed. Compare your car with another and whoever
has the lesser heater has to get to work. Every part necessary to bring your car up to peak efficiency is
available. The following are some of the common and uncommon winter related items:

¢« Early model and F.C. owners should know that t
ally collects fresh air off of the cooling fan
For maximum heat, leave that lever up. Check the cable travel at the heater box to see that the cable ac
tually opens the door completely. Late models are adjustable at that point; check the shop manual.

+ Early model cars have a diverter door at the front floor outlet that closes to make the defroster work.
With the defroster lever down, check for leaks at the floor and replace the foam door material if it is leak-

ing.

+ The lower outside air vent doors have rubber seals that are easily replaced if they leak. Vendors have al
the parts. Also check the speedometer and brake line grommets for leaks. You can remove the front gr
on F.C. models and seal the back with tatewill stop most of the air leaks on your feet without doing
anything else.

+ Install a new high speed blower motor with a new plastic fan in lieu of the metal fan (the center comes
loose). Check for rodent nests in the heater box while the motor is out. Many Corvairs have slow
blower speeds due to a voltage drop at the motor box. Run a voltage drop test or simply connect a
jumper from a known good ground to the motor while it is runiiiffghe motor speeds up, make the
jumper permanent. You can add a high speed relay that raises available voltage and blower RPM. In-
structions are on a separate tech sheet.

+ No matter how good your blower system is, if you have holes in your lower engine shrouds or the carpet
are a swamp, you will get fogged up windows. Patch or replace bad shrouds and fix the interior leaks.

+ Disassemble, clean and lube your blower switches and they will last another 40 years. The early model
cars have the blower speed resistor in the passenger side defroster duct, so do not stick a wire down the
If you have foam bits coming out of your defrosters, you may get smoke from the glowing resistor wire
on low and medium speed.

+ Check your exhaust system! A rich gaseous smell that seems to go away when the engine is warm coul
be deadly. Use a stethoscope to check exhaust packing and head gaskets.

+ Exhaust pipes need to exit out from under the body or the exhaust can get pulled in to the heater. Checl
thermostats and operation: Remember they fail in the open position.

+ Key elements of cold weather starting: 1. Battery, Starter and Cables, 2. Engine tune, 3. Clean dry fuel,
4. Clean Oil.

+ Many people think a slow cranking car in cold weather is due to tfienoil so unless it is dirty. Clean
30wt will allow faster cranking then dirty 10wt.

+ A battery will have only 30% of its cranking capacity at zero degrees. Also check cranking with a volt-
meter; the minimum allowable voltage is 9.6. Corvairs should always be above 10. Try taking your bat-
tery inside overnight and notice the wonderful difference. You could also leave a drop light on beside it
all night.

+ Battery cables need to be removed from the battery with the inside of the cable and the outside of the
post cleaned until shiny. Many jumper cable sets are almost worthless since the wire gauge is too small
look for 4 gage or smaller. You get what you pay for. (Continued on next paye
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+ There is a difference in fuel blends between winter and summer and you should use the grade that your c
works best with. You should add some gas antifreeze just to be safe, but only the brand that uses isopro
alcohol. Read the labethe yellow bottle of HEET is worthless, the red bottle works great. Rubbing alco-
hol will not work because it already has 30% water in.

+ All tune up items are important, but plugs, plug wires and the cap top the list of culprits in cold wet
weather nestarts. A simple check of the wire boots that fit over the plug may show brittle rubber with
cracks- guaranteed to misfire, particularly if the plug gaps are excessive.

+ Avoid starting fluids, the knocking noise that accompanies the starting is attempting to pop out valve seat
and break top piston rings.

+ Tire pressure always drops in cold weather, and although radial tires try to keep their footprint, proper
pressure and alignment are critical when it is slick. Check tread depth and tires must be matched to be e
fective on slick roads. Radials work good, an
best. I f you compare a snow tire with an all v
edges of the tread pattern. They will be a little noisier on the highway.

+ Sixty to eighty pounds of weight in the trunk seems to help front stability (GM suggested 60). Shift auto-
matics to neutral when braking at a slick stapmakes a difference, a BIG difference when the chokes
are on.

+ If you park in the garage, check the gas tank bottom.

On September 27th the Overland Park Parade was a
Don & Barbara Wagner, Karl Coszd, Jack & Elaine Richardson, Larry & June Teter, Tim Macko, Val Dix,
Domi ni que & Kyndall All en. We had 3 earlyds and
mechanical problems with Val Dix having to sit out but he stayed for the parade and was able to get underwe
afterwards. A quick call to Mike Dawson and JR Koch was able to get started as well. All in a days
enjoyment with our favorite vehicles.
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Selling Your Collector Corvair or Any Other Collector Car by Bob Vukas

The Corvair starts out with two immediate black marks against it due to its reputation for leaking fluids and
Ral ph Na dunsafe at Ay Spekidihe leaks problems have been minimized by more modern tech-
nology. The Nader allegations were proved false in 1972, and at least a dozen people read the story and re-
member the NHTSA vindication report. Hemmings Motor News recently praised the Corvair as a bargain
collectible car. That is high praise for any vehicle.

The car should be completely detailed, under hood, trunk and underbody, by your or a professional. Be very
picky as if you were going to be showing the car, which is exactly what you will be doing. Be prepared to
answer all of your future buyerdés questions and
wrong with it? The engine will be the next thing a future purchaser will ask about. How does it run and how
much oil does it use? How does the transmission run? What color is the car, exterior and interior? What op-
tions does it have? How is the body, any rust? How are the brakes? Has the car been aligned? Has the car
been in an accident? Where does the car stand maintenance wise and do you have records? What have yc
done to the car? How much did you pay for the car? What is the VIN (vehicle identification number)? What
can you tell me about the history of the car? Have you had any problems with it? What does it need? Is the
car safe to drive? How are the tires? Do all of the accessories and standard equipment work? Does it have
seat belts? At what value do you have the car insured and with whom? Do you have photos of the car from
all angles including the underbody? Is it clean?. If you were to keep the car, what further work would you
have done to it? How does the car drive and handle? What kind of oil, gas and lead additive do you use if
you need one? Does the car have any electrical problems? What would need to be replaced soon on the ca
Where do you have the car serviced and where do you obtain parts? Why did you buy the car in the first
place? Where is the car located and when may | see and drive it? What would it cost to ship it to my loca-
tion? Would | have to pay sales tax in your state on the sale? Is there a lien on the car and is the title clear?

This process is like meeting the parents of a spouse for the first time or having an MRI. You will answer
many questions on the phone and via email as if you were running for an elected office. It is good drop in
casual hints once in a while that no matter how much restoration you may have done, this is still a used car
with whatever technology was up to date at the time it was manufactured. If you have done your preparatior
work and the buyer has done their homework, a mutually agreed upon price will make any sale a win/win
scenario. When it comes to buying and selling cars everyone comes from Missouri, so be ready to show the
all they need to see, hear, touch and smell (which we hope will be the odor of clean). This will make them
feellike parting with their hard earned money in exchange for your hard work and dedication to your baby.
This will leave a lasting gootstein the mouths of the buyer and seller.

PS: Tony White, Riverside, Michigan, CORSA member bought our Corvair convertible and had it shipped
from Topeka. | am happy to say that all parties are happy with the exchange, with only a couple of minor
points of difference and one Pitman arm bushing.




Page5 VairCor

On the Skids by Bob Vukas
Therebds nothing quite |ike the right accessories
usual that they can be interesting, even it they

Skidder, an aftermarket sander set that applied sand near the wheels of a vehicle to aid in snow traction. Or
set was recently found at a flea market in its original packaging with the installation instructions tucked in-
side.

AMy father had a set on his 656 Dodge, 0 said Mar
car in Hazleton and | think thatoés why they put
chief) had to. o

Hazl et on, Pa. is a city known for i mpressively s

The Dodgeds sander s-8kiddewlesaidnbuttapparenti/ovasra daalstdlled op- D
tion.

Regardless of the brand, he said that, based on what he saw when his father was showing the Dodge in the
1980s, automotive sanders were largely forgotten by that time. Some spectators recognized them, possibly
from having seen them on trucks or buses where they remain in widespread use today, but others were sur-
prised to learn what they were and how they operated.

His father was prepared; when he showed the car, he placed a small tray in front of each rear wheel to catcl
the sand that he applied in demonstrations.

The Dodgeds sanders wer e o-4bladdar gt uonat the dnlgteasaha | ut k o

Al |l oved the bright orange and black colors, o he
dition, so | just figured |1 6d get them and somed
themd that brightorangepai® and | sai d, &éwhy not ?60

The D-Skidder was a product of Connecticut Telephone and Electric Corp., which was then a division of
Great American Industries. Located in Meriden, Conn., the company manufactured the obvious @roducts
telephone and electrical equipméntand in the early days of motoring produced coils, magnetos and other
components for automotive ignition systems.

The kit consists of a hopper, tubing and controls, along with the necessary fasteners and connectors. Its in-
structions are fairly clear, but installation is
inside the trunk might be necessary, the rear seat must be removed, holes must be drilled, cables must be f
through the body and so on. Patience and attention to detail would go far, as the instructions delicately state
that, Aby careful |y f-Skidderanay be igstatiet with a8 minpus ofgmevaedn , t
effort.

DO NOT OMI T ANY STEP! O

Wisely, the company realized that even those who successfully made it through the installation process
might not know just how to use the sanders, so it provided a summary that begins with the basics.

AThe& kD dder is easily operated by pulling the sar

It expl ains. AWhen driving on icy or slippery ro
track so that you can stop without skidding and start aijaforward or backwar@ without spinning the

wheels. Releasing large quantities of sand is not necessary. In normal driving on icy or slippery roads, re-

| ease sand only as needed. 0 (continued on next page
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That would cover just about everything that the average driver needs to knc
about sanders. One additionalwarning hat sander s s o0 me

tworkastheyshould | i kely coul déve prevent « a
had it been included with a note on the importance of using dry sand and b
prepared to tap the sanders to break up clogs.
Probably the most interesting item in the instructions is a corrsapngse sugges:
tion. Those who might have believed that th&Kdders would enable them to
sneer at potentially hazardous wi: s a
Regulate speed to road conditions.
' o

D-Skidder provides that extra margi

Neither installation nor operation of the&kidder is something that concerns
Zalutko, since he has no plans to use it in his 1951 -Thr very small three

wheeled delivery vehicle. He agreed, though, that the-Thdfs | i ght wei ght probably
ble in snow and that sanders would certainly be an amusing addition to an already unusual vehicle.

i magi nB?d hlkeen li amaugnyed.hd i That would be ne:

ACan you

Garage Dedication:
It is almost complete after struggling all summer! We are inviting the gang to bring a dish to share and lawn
chairs. A sense of humor and adult beverages are also suggested. October 11, 2008, 4:00. 16001 Oakland

Ave., Belton, MO
Mike & Sandy Dawson 816 322057
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65 Red Corvair Spider Turbo chargstarts and runsNo Title- Parts Car. $600.00BO call 816506-7746.

Marion Herman

WantedA rebuilt 6267 Corvair long block engine (102 or 110hp preferred) Please reply to Robert Strohm at
8163050334 or email me atlfgmjnkee@yahoo.com

Thanks, Robert

Bill Ramm Overland Park, KS (Cell 93879-7500) has a 1961 Parts for sale:
1-cylinder Head Gasket No. 3885124

Pair of valve cover gaskets

1965 Corvair Shopanual

1961 Corvair owners Guide

Steering wheel (Blue) complete

Tails lights Brake cyl and others things

Quality Body Work :

| have a neighbor here in Belton who is retired now and who did body work for years. He does really good
wor k at his home at very reasonable prices. He
fully making up templates and then welding in all new metal. He did a great job and the areas were ready fol
paint (he does not do complete paint jobs). He indicated he would do work for folks in our club who might
need it. If anyone is interested, give me a call and | will put you in touch with him. Mike Dawson 816 322
4057

Hey, look, | have a hole lot of Corvair parts and hole cars 19&Z 2 doors, 4 door, wagons. | need to thin
out my stock pile. What should | do. My # is 36289686 Jason Mull.



mailto:glfgmjnkee@yahoo.com

Page 6 VairCor
2008 Great Plains Corvair Roundup

The Rouneup was a great success held on Septembédi?in Oklahoma City, OK with some 25 cars
present . Rain being the biggest factor for most
sure. Next years event will be held in Wichita, KS again, to be announced some time soon | am sure. This
years event was attended by Mike & Sandy Dawson (Lakewood Wagon), Don & Barbara Wagner, Jack &
El aine Richardson, Scott Allison & Gary Moore (i
Coupe), Larry, June & son Teter (Early Convertible).




