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Story/photos by Jim and Estelle Friant

For Estelle and I, this was our fourth National Convention; and it was far and away, the best. From the Northwest, besides
us, Kent and Kyle Sullivan, John Barnes and Bill Chellis (North Cascades Corvairs) attended. Ex-Corvairs Northwest mem-
ber, Ron Thompson was there too. We arrived on Friday 20 July at 15 Mile Rd. and Van Dyke, site of the Best Western Host
Hotel.

Since the convention really didn’t get started until registration opened on Monday, there wasn't much happening around the
hotel. Only a few Corvairs were in sight including a couple of “trailer queens” out back, still snug in their cocoons. The loca-
tion was well suited for an auto-type convention as there were large parking areas on three sides of the hotel, and located
only 2 miles from the GM Tech Center. By Monday, Corvairs were arriving continuously, the ballrooms were getting setup by
the vendors, and two unique Corvairs were being set up on the hotel lobby (below left); one of the earliest built, 10 July 1959
and the second last ever built, a '69, serial number 5999. No one seems to know the where-abouts of number 6000. Rumor
suggests it is tucked away in some ex-GM executive’s private collection. Walking around the parking lot was a show in itself,
some strange and wonderful Corvairs showed up. One of the more unique was the beautiful Corvair Limo. (below right)

Tuesday we signed up for the Ford Museum and Greenfield Vil-

lage. A highlight was the Lincoln Presidential Limo in which Presi-
dent Kennedy was assassinated (left). President Johnson had the
hard top added but continued to use the same Limo. Presidential
Limos thereafter were highly armored and destroyed after their
useful life for security reasons. And yes, there was a Corvair in the
Ford museum. A green 4-door 1960 was right up front in the pa-
rade of historic hallmark cars.

Wednesday was the Car Display and Concours de Elegance held
at the GM Tech Center. GM had an “Event Island” built between
the Advanced Engineering Staff building and Chevrolet Engineer-
ing building (where Cole, Mitchell, Winchell and Musser worked).
The “Island” was surrounded by a “moat”, attached by two wide
bridges at each side. On one end was an artificial mountain (might
have been the highest elevation in Michigan from what we could
see) where the parking grounds could be viewed and photo-

graphed. (continued page 7)
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Reprinted from Hagerty's (insurance) website by permission of the author

| like to think of my garage, as first and foremost, a place where people | know can come together to
work on their cars. Actually, I call it the "shop", not the garage, which underscores its main purpose. The
busier it is with my friends doing work to make their cars run better, run safer, or just "funner”, the better.

You might ask why | have this attitude, since the norm seems to be nice garages are for preserving and
perhaps working on the owner's cars and that's about it. The answer is pretty simple: Folks in the car
hobby have been incredibly generous over the years with their time, knowledge, and parts. My cars
would not be nearly as enjoyable without the many contributions of countless people.

So, when my financial circumstances permitted me to build this shop, which is beyond what | ever imag-
ined as a kid, it's my way of giving back to the community and helping other people enjoy their cars as
much as | have enjoyed mine. Also, the fact that | I've been fortunate financially is an amazing blessing
that | don't want to ever take for granted. Having the shop be used for honest work on a regular basis
"keeps it real" and constantly reminds me what's most important: people helping each other.

Speaking of people helping each other, | host a tune-up day each fall for my car club. It's a great oppor-
tunity for people to learn about their cars, make them run better, and to make new friends. It's also a
good recruitment tool for our club. When prospective new members see how willing people are to pitch
in and help work on each other's cars, any hesitation about becoming a member melts away. | highly
recommend anyone with a facility like mine to host a tune-up day, clinic, or something similar. It's great
fun!

As you can tell from the photo, Cor-
vairs are my passion. Because the
car has always been a little different,
Corvair owners have had to be self-
reliant for repairs and parts for many
years. As a result, the Corvair
owner's culture has always been
very hands-on and can-do. | really
enjoy this aspect of the Corvair
hobby, especially since it is very dif-
ferent from my "day job" in the com-
puter industry, where most things
are virtual, rarely tangible and tactile.

| got bitten by the Corvair bug early. | grew up in a small town in Indiana and new that | wanted to drive
something a little different from the get-go. | was fortunate that the co-owner of the one local service sta-
tion had been a factory trained Corvair mechanic back when he worked in the "big city" and still had a
fondness for them. He loaned me his copy of The Corvair Decadand the love affair began. My first Cor-
vair was a 1962 Monza coupe that needed a lot of work. That was in 1983.

Today, | have a 1966 Corvair 500 coupe that has many upgrades and additions (including a 190 CID
custom street performance engine), a 1964 Corvair Rampside pickup that was made the last day of pro-
duction (and could very well be the last one made), a 1966 Corvair Corsa convertible that has many fac-
tory-correct options added, and a 1966 Canadian-built Corvair Corsa turbo convertible. The latter has
been quite an experience for me since I'm not the traditional trailer queen / show car type of guy. Be-
cause this car is quite rare (1 of 10 known to still exist) and has been restored to factory stock condition,
| really think of myself as its caretaker. But that's another story... You can read about all of these cars,
and my passion for Corvair history, on my web site, www.corvairkid.com.

(continued page 6)




The Highly Classifie

FOR SALE
Assorted 1966 4-door parts, nearly free if yeu Eamyp
simulated spoke wire wheels w/ 2 fin spinaiefsus p
singleton and parts. TRADE SOUGHT: Your foioept8tty
inch wire wheel covers for my four similamiregdball John
Bolender 206 824-6915 (May/Aug)

FOR SALE
‘66-69 transmission, Early automatic transg{teneapindles
/hubs/drums/, good used 140 exhaust, late freai-énake
drum, early heads set-up for 4 carbs, earledrdglass. New
65 wheel well moldings (4 large pieces), esalpigeineth
lengths, Ultra overboard grinder pump comes wothpldra
Van, 67 coupe doors, 65 auto trans rear eot$; plasel Call
Steve 425.255.6741 (May)

D. Douglas Titus

Attorney at Law
6041 California Avenue SW

Seattle, WA 98136

Fax: 206-935-6623
206-935-6620

FOR SALE

1968 Corvair 500
43428 Original miles
140 HP
VIN 101378W114155
Extras:
Pair 140 HP heads
Corsa dash panel

Paul Piguet
206.824.5581 (AJg)

Lo #$
%&'() *(+ , -$ .&I&

Sunset Chevrolet

Mark of Excellence Award Winner
Jerry Yoder

President
800-201-4444
Cell: 253-307-1910

910 Traffic Avenue
Sumner, WA 98390

Minutes from the General Memberslhip
Meeting September 19, 2007

Submitted by Stephen Martin
22 members were present at Southcenter Sizzgmenr-
bership is 97.
Guest Rusty Beck drove her ‘62 Monza 900 Wagtdgjowe
to the meeting, the car is for sale. It's berefamily for 45
years and has 81,000 miles. Original fawn beaye pad
interior. No body damage, minor rust, glaseicgpbtbr fa
cracked windshield. Contact Rusty at 206.384.9304
New member Mike Grabowski brought his newdy @2qgfiire
Coupe.
Treasurer’s report: DOCS made $747 this yearaditey {l
$148 to Leo. CNW is definitely solvent.
Doug Titus proposed a complete debrief of DG@SE byjbo
Members are encouraged to forward any comniieatsijo a
member or officer before October13, 2007.
Boise Corvair Roundup was a success with ZiTesedir
from Washington, Nevada, Utah, Idaho and Canada.
Six Corvairs were present at the LeMay car show.
Due to the third Wednesday of November beingviftgapksg
eve the general membership meeting has beeao Mmma}d t
day, Novemeber 20 at 730 PM, 630PM for dinner at
Southcenter Sizzler.
Jim Dojan won the 50/50 raffle.




13th (Sat) 10:00 AM CNW Board mesdtiadrriants325 SW 175 St Seattle, WA
14th (Sun) 12:00noon  North Cascades Corvairs Skagit CountyftinBegin at Pasek Cellars Tasting
Room in Conway, WA located just west oftIZ2 &t €pontact Bill Chellis 360.387.0425
17 (Wed) 7:30 PM General Meeting @ Sizzler emtSotthikway — Come early for dinner
20th (Sat) 9:00 AM Corvair Col2gle Andring’s home 7210 NE 27 AV, VancouveANMvVA00eM
Contact Roland Martin at rolandmartin@ eatrtiolijgimcaravan from Seattle area.
26th-28th (Fri-Sun) Great Western Fan Belt Toss and Swapdife&prings, CA - Hosted by CORSA
West of Los Angeles - Host Hotel: Quality3@® ZBIb Contact: 818.345.9304 or visit
WwWw.corvair.org/chapters/corsawest
17th (Sat) 9:00 AM Fall Tune-up Dat Kent Sullivan’s shop at 6408 125th Ave aNd, Kirkl
WA 98033. Refreshments prpadéd b
17th (Sat) 9:30 AM CNW Board médé&tims-Shop during TUD
20th (Tue) 7:30PM General Meeting @ Sizzler on Southdemgr{*OTE DAY/DATE CHANGE
2nd (Sun) 3:00PM CNW Holiday Party Location to be determined
No board or general meetings in December
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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CNW Treasurer’s Report
September 2007

Beginning Checking
Revenue incoming
Dues
Raffle/Auction
Contribution
Advertisements
Sales
Show
Expenses outgoing
Operating expense
Newsletter
Shows & Activities
Other

Ending checking

Beginning Petty cash
Additions, raffle
Withdrawal, donuts

Ending Petty Cash

Savings

Club Net Worth

Submitted by Jim Friant, CNW Treasurer

Welcoming new members since 1973

Mike Grabowski Puyallup, WA

continued
The shop is 30' deep by 60" wide. Most of the area is configured as one big work area. Gasp, yes, there are lots of
stains on the floor. It's a SHOP, not a MUSEUM, after all! One stall is separated by a full wall and it has a snap-together
floor over the concrete. That's where the show car lives, as well as reference books and a small lounge area.

The shape and exterior finish of the shop were designed to stay in character with our house, as requested by my wife.
(Yes, the house has a rounded roof too.) The one truly decadent thing | did during construction was to install radiant
floor heat. The system was already in place for our house so it wasn't that big of a deal, and the comfort gained for
those long winter work days is nearly immeasurable. Concrete floors are always hard--there's no good reason for them
to be cold too!

0 ) 1 2 1 3 (

Renew your Corvairs Northwest membership or join for the first time for only $20.00 after
October 1, 2007 and get all of 2008 included. What a bargain: 15 months for the price of 12 months! If
you know of someone who has let their membership lapse this year tell them about this great offer.
Make checks payable to Corvairs Northwest and mail to:

Corvairs Northwest P.O. Box 58561 Tukwila WA 98138




| counted about 200 cars in the display area and about 70 in the Concours display. Cars kept coming in all afternoon.
The photo above presents the show field on the “Event Island” with the Advanced Engineering Staff building in the
background.

Later on Wednesday, we hopped on the shuttle bus going north several miles to the GM Heritage Museum. This was
undoubtedly the highlight of the trip. It is GM’s private museum and car storage “barn” and is not accessible to the
general public. We felt honored to be invited and blown away when we got there. At the GM Heritage Museum we saw
many unique and historic vehicles including an experimental Corvair (below left) and an electric Corvair (below right).
Many more vehicles than Corvairs were on display at the Heritage Museum, but that will be saved for another issue.

We also visited the museum in Ypsilanti, the Chrysler Museum, went on the Rally, watched the Autocross with some
wild Yenko Stingers and a Fitch Sprint. More will come in a future “Vair-iety “

(Editor’s note: Be sure to attend the October 17 General Membership meeting where Jim and Estelle will present more
photos and stories from the 2007 CORSA convention in Detroit. And thanks to Jim and Estelle for sharing their Detroit
experiences with CNW!)




One of the functions of the CNW board of direcpmsodically review the club bylaws age gnapges to be ap
proved by the general membership. In accorddhedowdws, any proposed changes must bedpiefent@em-
bership at least 30 days prior to any votekesingha changes proposed below will be voted Nioamber Ger
eral Membership meeting. (Note, the date @tithgsisnEBUESDAY, November 20 at Southcentat Bieaksual time
of 730PM.) The purpose of these changes isdaté.jhd way the club handles membershipsireitevadt quarier
of the calendar year, 2.) Alter the publicatituteschthe club newsletter, Vair-iety and@yedge the policy of en-
couraging electronic delivery of the Vair-ggtypropesed changes will be discussed prioottdhéhe Novembe
meeting. Dave Bailey

CNW Proposed bylaw changes to be discussed amdavabe General Membership
meeting on Tuesday, November 20 at Southcémter Sizz

[I. Membership, Rights and Obligations
A. Dues: Annual dues shall be set by the hioactbos end shall be due on January 1 of edthgtgeaid by
February 1, rights and benefits of memberdbgpssispiénded until dues are paid. Re-instdtamaariership
shall occur upon payment of Dues. payments made between January 1 and Séptsmabidre at the full
rate determined by the board of directors appbshithe current calendar year only. Desgpmade bé¢
tween October 1 and December 31 shall applglamtieeof the current calendar year and tbenpksteca
endar year.

174
1

[ll. Board of Directors, Election, Terms
A. Duties: The President shall provide leanl¢hshifnard and membership. He or she shakipaésitk
ings of the Club. The Presideat) appointeand at least one other board member shall tnea@iune
financial records at least once a year. ThenPshaitibe responsible for the filing of any fedézal
documents as required.
F. Election/Exception
2. Ballots shall be published Bethiember/OctoliNewsletter. TBeptember/OctolNewsletter must
be mailed to the membership at least 10 daysheriOctober General Meeting.

V. Communication
A. Newsletter: The Club Newsletter, known asghe $taall be the primary means of commurooatioe
Board to the membershignewsletter editor shall endeavor to publiststéteret less than 7 days prigr to
each monthly General Membership, see excdptdraindvel he newsletter will be published 9 times per ce
endar year on the following schedule: January/f@&mbined), March, April, May, June, Jaty Septem
ber/October (combined) and November/Decemiped|ctmeNiovember/Decemhewsletter shall be mailed
to the membership by DecembéiutOmembers will be encouraged to receivecanceteply of the newsletter
via the internet to reduce the cost of pubdidhtariub. Members who voluntarily agreeddhecewsletter
electronically will not receive a hardcopyait.the m

" $%& cnw@corvairkid.com
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