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A little birdie has informed the Vair-iety editor that Sebastian Denault , 
our youngest member, has been accepted at M.I.T. starting in the fall of 
2008! Way to go Sebastian, congratulations from the entire membership. 
Be sure to share the engineering wonders of the Corvair with your fellow 
students and professors. They need to know. 

We at CNW are saddened by the recent, sudden passage 
of member Wade Gibbs. Although a relatively new mem-
ber to the club, Wade shared a passion for his beloved 
1960 Corvair, Shamu (below), that was a joy to behold. He 
enlivened any gathering with his presence, generosity and 
laughter; he will be sorely missed by all who were fortunate 
enough to know him. Wade (left) with Rob Leone. 
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2007 was a very good year for Corvairs Northwest. Membership stands at about 105 families as we begin the renewal cycle for 
2008; this is another record number of members for the group. If you have not done so already, please renew your membership 
as soon as possible as noted on the front page. As always, membership in CORSA is also encouraged. Information on CORSA 
membership can be obtained by writing to CORSA PO Box 607 Lemont, IL 60439 or online at www.corvair.org . Our greatest 
strength both locally and nationally lies in our numbers and the depth of knowledge and experience to be shared with other 
Corvair enthusiasts.  
 
Upon reviewing the CNW calendar for 2007 many long-time events continued to thrive and several new events were added to 
the schedule. All in all, this is a very active club with events tailored to suit a diverse membership. Here is a list of events that 
CNW organized in 2007: 
 
March: Spring Tune Up Day at Sunset Chevrolet 
April: Griot’s Garage Paint/Body Care Tech Session 
May: Corsanosatra Road Rally 
June: Vashon Island Cruise/Picnic/Tour of Jim Sherman’s small engine collection 
July: Alignment Seminar at West Seattle High School 
August: Swap Meet at Steve Paine’s place, 10th Annual Orphan and Discontinued Car Show, Carb troubleshooting Tech  
Session at Kent Sullivan’s shop 
November: Fall Tune Up Day at Kent’s 
December: Annual Holiday Party at Lauren Burton’s 
 
Some of these events will return in 2008, some likely will not but may be replaced with new events. This is where you, the CNW 
membership, can play a pivotal role in shaping the event calendar for 2008. Think about why you are a member of CNW and 
what you would like to gain from your membership in the club. If you did not participate in any events last year, why not? What 
would have to change to get you to participate? The leadership of the club wants your input on what events you would like to 
see on the calendar. Please contact me at 206.612.3787 or dsbailey3@comcast.net with your suggestions and feedback. If you 
would like to address this to the membership come to a meeting or write a letter to the editor of the Vair-iety care of the above 
email address. 
 
I would also like to have your input for the Vair-iety, this would be in the form of an article and/or photos of you, your Corvair 
and your Corvair history and experiences. Technical topics are especially welcomed. If you are a new member, you can be the 
subject of the Corvair Connections feature so we can learn what’s up with new members. The new feature debuting this issue, 
CNW Mileposts, is a way to celebrate and honor those important times in the lives of CNW members. The obvious contents are 
birthdays, anniversaries and passages but Sebastian’s acceptance at MIT is a perfect item for inclusion. If you wish to share 
this type of information with the club please get it to me far enough in advance for publication. If you have an idea for a new 
feature please let me know. As I repeatedly state: This is your newsletter, make it your own. This is your club, make it your 
own. 
 
The board updated the CNW bylaws in 2007 and kept the Vair-iety in circulation after we lost our previous editor. The CNW 
website has been kept fresh through the work of Jim Acker. The Treasury is in good shape due to cost cutting measures under-
taken regarding the Car Show and The Vair-iety. 2008 is an election year for CNW. We will be using the new process outlined 
in the bylaws (distributed last month) to choose our new Board of Directors and officers. Watch for more information in the sec-
ond half of the year. 
 
Here’s to another fun and successful year at Corvairs Northwest. I’m going to be bold and suggest a New Years resolution for 
you: Attend at least one CNW event or meeting this year. If you’ve attended an event before, add another one. You will meet 
some new people, have some fun and you may learn something new about your favorite ride, the Classic Corvair.  
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The editor has learned that several CNW members who 
helped at November TUD at Kent’s need to be acknowl-

edged, they were omitted in the December issue:  
Many thanks to Andy Clark and Dick Hull for sharing 

your mechanical expertise with the membership. This is 
why CNW thrives, the fabulous members!! 
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Division Directors help manage the affairs of CORSA and 

the Corvair Preservation Foundation, contribute about 
one article per year to the Communique, participate in  
committee work and other projects for CORSA. Two  
positions are coming open. Contact James Hogarth, 
Nominating Committee Chair if you are interested.				



                                  

                      Sunset Chevrolet  
 

Mark of Excellence Award Winner 
 

Jerry Yoder 
President 

  910 Traffic Avenue                                800-201-4444 
 Sumner, WA 98390                       Cell: 253-307-1910 
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D. Douglas Titus 
Attorney at Law 

 

6041 California Avenue SW 
Seattle, WA 98136 

 
 

Fax: 206-935-6623 
206-935-6620 
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   FOR SALE  
Early  simulated spoke wire wheels  w/ 2 fin spinners. 1 pair plus a  
singleton and parts. TRADE SOUGHT:  Your four pretty nice 13 
inch wire wheel covers for my four similar 14 inch wires. Call John 
Bolender 206 824-6915 (Nov) 

 

The Highly ClassifiedsThe Highly ClassifiedsThe Highly ClassifiedsThe Highly Classifieds 

FOR SALE  

1966 Monza, 140/PG with Holly 
Carb. setup. 63K miles, interior 

like new. $4800.00 Located 
near Renton, WA. Steve Grohs 
206.819.9739 or 425.228.6359 
(Nov) Steve brought this car to 
a couple of meetings, including 

last July at the  
Triple XXX drive-in.  

(Nov) 

FOR SALE  

1962 Monza Sedan, PG, 85K 
miles, engine rebuild at 83K, 
new tires, shocks, brakes, 

exhaust, HD coils. Trans occa-
sionally shifts hard. Owner 

wants car to go to collector or 
club member. 

$1300 Ben Heinrich 
206.242.0085 

(Nov) 
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Submitted by Jim Acker 
  
On page 21 of the January 2008 Communique there is information about this year's CORSA International Convention in  
Ventura, California. Bill Chellis and I are organizing a Corvair caravan to the convention and this article gives you the informa-
tion you need if you would like to join us. 
  
The convention takes place from Monday, June 23rd through Friday, June 27th. CORSA has arranged the Ventura Beach 
Marriot as the host hotel and discount rooms are available. Note that you can't contact the hotel directly to reserve 
rooms. For some reason, you need to do the reservations online via the CORSA website. So far, the website has not been 
updated with this capability. You can check periodically via this link: http://www.corvair.org Bill has done a little research and 
tells me there are a number of other affordable hotels around the Ventura County Fairgrounds where the convention will take 
place. 
  
For those of you interested in joining our caravan, we have planned the trip to take three days from Saturday (6/21) through 
Monday (6/23) morning. The first two days cover approximately 500 miles on major highways, leaving the third day for a very 
easy cruise down the Pacific Coast Highway into Ventura on Monday morning. The caravan will follow the directions listed 
below, leaving at 7:30 Saturday morning from the Southcenter Sizzler restaurant where we hold our monthly meetings. Par-
ticipants will need to arrange their own hotel at each stop and are encouraged to share information about hotels, prices, etc. 
via the CNW email list (cnw@corvairkid.com).  
 
Please let me know directly if you want to participate in the caravan by sending an email to me at jim.acker@comcast.net and 
I encourage you to spread the word to other NW club members and friends planning to attend the convention. They can cer-
tainly meet up with us along the way. 
 
As this year's convention starts a day later, this itinerary will leave plenty of time for registration and concours classification 
for anyone participating in that event. The only event I am aware of that starts prior to Monday is the track day out at Streets 
of Willow (at the Willows Springs Raceway complex) on Sunday, June 22nd. If you want to participate in that event, it is not 
officially a part of the convention and must be arranged separately. There are slots for 60 cars and you will need to act 
quickly to ensure your place. Here is the contact info: Jack Pinard 116 E Garden Green Port Hueneme, CA  93041 
  
If any changes are made to our plans, I will let everyone know via the CNW email list. If for some reason you do not have 
email, please provide me with a phone number so I can call you with any changes. Thanks! 
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CNW Treasurer’s Report  
Calendar Year 2007 

     Beginning Checking  1/1/07                 1,212.68 
           Revenue incoming                 4,137.00 
 Dues            1,580.00 
 Raffle/Auction              389.00 
 Contribution  216.00 
 Advertisements              250.00 
 Sales   360.00 
 Show/Misc.                1,3420.00 
           Expenses outgoing    (2,825.55) 
 Operating expense 102.00 
 Newsletter                    1,898.17 
 Shows & Activities 677.38 
 Other   148.00 
     Ending checking       2,524.13 
     Beginning Petty cash                        15.02 
 Additions, raffle                31.00 
 Withdrawal, donuts    5.00 
     Ending Petty Cash                        41.02 
     Savings               0.00 
     Club Net Worth       2,565.15 

Submitted by Jim Friant, CNW Treasurer 
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 Welcoming new members since 1973 

Ed and Peggy Orbea, Pousbo, WA 

So you think you have a bad case of Corvairitis? Check out this set up in 
Urs Tanner’s living room in Grenchen, Switzerland. Do the lights work? 

Urs is past president 
of the Swiss Corvair 
club and recently 

hosted Kent Sullivan.  
At the February 13th  
general meeting Kent  
will discuss the trip 

while he shares many 
other photos he took. 
Of particular interest 
is the Geneva auto 

show which Kent was 
lucky enough to  

attend. 
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My first and only previous Corvair, a 1965 140-hp Corsa coupe I owned in 1967 was nicknamed 
‘Connie Corsa’ by my girl friend.  Hardly a masculine macho name – but it was such a cool car 
that after raising most of my family it was the car I wanted to get back into. So I began searching 
for a LM Corvair in 2006. One day my phone rang with a call from Dave Bailey, our club Presi-
dent. He had a lead on a ‘65 Monza coupe with less that 20K miles it in Olympia, WA. With Dave 
piloting his LM Convertible we drove down to check it out. Frankly, it was a real moment of 
eureka for me. As I did a short test drive on the car I realized that I wanted a car I could WORK 
on…not preserve. This car was so pristine the limited test drive wracked me with guilt. 
 
A car to work on? A short time later, I got my wish.             Jackson and Connie II 
 
After continuing a fruitless search (fun but fruitless) last spring Kent Sullivan tipped me off to a fellow ‘Softie’ who had a ’65 Corsa 
coupe in his garage he might sell. My first view of the car left me thinking this car needed TOO much work. It had been stripped of 
everything except the running gear. The engine probably hadn’t run in 12 years (but it ran great when it was parked!) and there were 
cobwebs hanging everywhere. Forlornly sitting in the corner of the seller’s garage it didn’t look like much. 
 
But this Corsa had a bit of history with our club, having been previously owned by Clyde Rutherford, another club member, who spoke 
of it’s solid bones and strong 180-HP motor that had relatively few miles on it. Clyde had replaced the famed rusted cowling with an 

NOS piece and had done quite a bit of excellent body work before he 
sold the car. I realized that the body work was both the most expensive 
and for my skill set the hardest to do. So I took the plunge. 
 
The car had been thoroughly prepped for paint so I wanted to get it shot 
immediately. Originally Madeira Maroon with a white and black interior, I 
decided the original color would be best but with a saddle and black inte-
rior. In fact, I am doing the 1964 Saddle color which to my eye is a richer 
color than the saddle in the LM cars. 
 
As many of you know, finding a body shop that will do a full paint job is 
remarkably tough. And I intend to drive this car, so a $15,000 paint job 
didn’t make sense. Maaco in Bellevue came to my rescue and did a 
great job. 
 

         Jackson takes delivery of his project, Connie II. 
 
Kent Sullivan then offered to let me work on the car in his shop in Kirk-
land if I’d bring other club members in to help. I now have a regularly 
scheduled work periods where anyone that wants to can come and help 
as they’d like. Kent’s attitude is that he’s happiest when the lights are on 
in his shop and guys are working on their cars. His sharing attitude is 
both extraordinary and a real blessing. 
 
We’ve worked up a chart of projects for the car – from sealing the floor to 
installing glass. We’ll be updating the progress as we move forward in 
each issue of ‘Variety. Everyone is welcome to drop by any time were 
working on the car -  even if it’s just to shoot the breeze.  Email me at 
Jackson@etagz.com if you want the current work schedule and join us in 
getting ‘Connie Corsa II’ on the road by June.                                              Connie II after the shoot outside her current home at Kent’s.                                                          
 

(Watch for future installments of the saga of the restoration of Connie II in The Vair-iety. Ed.) 
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13th (Sun)  CNW Board of Directors meeting, Kent’s shop. 
16th (Wed) 730pm General Membership meeting, Sizzler on Southcenter Pkwy, Come at 630pm for dinner. 

@��	�
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9th   (Sat)  CNW Board of Directors meeting, location TBD. 
13th (2nd Wed) 730pm General Membership meeting, Sizzler on Southcenter Pkwy, Come at 630pm for dinner. 
   Kent Sullivan will share photos and tales from his Swiss adventure! (Many cool cars.) 

.
	"��
8th   (Sat)  CNW Board of Directors meeting, location TBD. 
16th (Sun) 9a-4p Spring Tune-up Day and Pot Luck, Sunset Chevrolet 910 Traffic Ave, Sumner, WA 
19th (Wed) 730pm General Membership meeting, Sizzler on Southcenter Pkwy, Come at 630pm for dinner. 

��	���
12th   (Sat)  CNW Board of Directors meeting, location TBD. 
16th (Wed) 730pm General Membership meeting, Sizzler on Southcenter Pkwy, Come at 630pm for dinner. 

.
��
Every Weekend Cruise-in and Car Show Season Begins! Be there in your Corvair, or be square!! 
17th   (Sat)  CNW Board of Directors meeting, location TBD. 
21th (Wed) 730pm General Membership meeting, Sizzler on Southcenter Pkwy, Come at 630pm for dinner. 
TBD   Corsanostra Road Rally 
TBD   NW Econo-run XXXV 

�����
Every Weekend Cruise-ins and Car Shows abound! SO many choices, do at least one in your ‘Vair!�
14th   (Sat)  CNW Board of Directors meeting, location TBD. 
18th (Wed) 730pm General Membership meeting, Sizzler on Southcenter Pkwy, Come at 630pm for dinner. 
23-27 week  CORSA International Convention Ventura, CA. See members.corvair.org for info. 
   CNW Coravan departs on Saturday, June 21, arriving in Ventura on Monday, June 23. 
   For Coravan info contact Jim Acker at jimacker@comcast.net or 206.617.3550  
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