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HOW DO YOU FIND ANYTHING IN THE JUNKYARD
WHEN IT*S SNOWED? WELL,SOME THINGS ARE
RATHER EASY TO SPOT.....

LAST EDITION THERE WERE A COUPLE OF DAVE ANDERSON’S CARTOONS. DAVE WAS THE CORVANATICS CARTOONIST
STARTING AT THE END OF 1976. HE DREW 60 CARTOONS TITLED, GENE BRIER & HIS BUDDY ‘FC’. IF SPACE PERMITS, AT
LEAST ONE WILL BE INCLUDED IN THIS AND FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. HOPE YOU ENJOY THEM!
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Corvan Antics is published for the benefit of the members of Corvanatics. We’re the largest chapter of the Corvair Society of
America and are supported solely by membership dues. If you are not a Corvanatics member, please consider joining us. Member-
ship information can be found at https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/membership.php.



https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/membership.php

Corvan Antics 48/2 . . - = : s S e S 5

= - -

= -Mar/Apr 2020

From the Seeretary

Hi all,

Hope everyone is getting ready for spring and car show season, espe-
cially the CORSA Convention. We plan to be there, but not with any-
thing Corvair powered unfortunately. We will also be at the Mini Con-
vention in Springfield, IL. I have rented indoor vendor tables and, as #=
always, you can find me by the Corvanatics flag. Come by, renew your § -
dues, buy merchandise or just stop to say hi! It’s always great to see the :
members.

BY MOLLY BACON
¥ ¢ |

Since the last newsletter :

296 members

4 new members

19 members renewed their dues
6 members dropped

WELCOME ! [ to our new members

Thomas Curran
Lynn Houk

Vaughn Warrington
Larry Woodfin

MA 1962 Rampside

MI 1961 & 1962 Rampside
ONT, Canada

FL 1963 Rampside

Dues Due!! Pay now so your name goes away from the list
You will not be penalized for paying early, your due month stays the same

Due in March Due in April _
Robert Babcock Michael Bayman Ardean Ashelman Jack Bacon
Dennis Cain Cap Devitt Paul Broyles Walt Matenkosky
Ron Fedorczak Bill Findiesen Jim Reich Jesse Wright
Don Hudock Bryan Jaumot
Elvis King Sam Schneider
Robert Schultz William Watertor
Due in May Due in June
Alex Becker Stan Gee Gordon Hunter William Kolbenschlag
Billy Price Jim Worthington Ralph Lowinger Bill McColl
Ted Moon Gary W Moore
Clair Morgan Edward Murphy
Rod Murray Greg Vargas
John Wyss
o Emm E—— E—— S S S S OSSO S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S s I
The Winner Is

Brandon Canfield
$10 Clark’s Gift Certificate

Remember, you can only win if your dues are current
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by Stephen Brown

I was thinking about all the FC/Corvair events happening for me in
2020, which | want to participate in. Of course, there is the San
Diego CORSA Convention in July, but also the Fan Belt Toss in
Palm Springs in October, Springfest in Helen, Georgia, in April, the
NW Econo-Run in Washington State in May. But that just starts it.
There are the regional swap meets, for me, in Portland and Boise,
Idaho, and then the regional Cruz-Ins and of course you can't leave
out the local chapter events. It makes you realize just how im-
portant FC's and Corvairs are to me and our friends.

Maybe you saw it, the Eastwood ad in late January, "National Com-
mitment Day", with them working on a late model! Well, I've been
busy. Last edition | said | was working on my Rampside vent win-
dows. Haven't finished them, but making good progress... disassembled them, painted the
frames, installed the glass, polished the stainless, made the riveting jigs... now just put them
together.

| need to address some rust-throughs on the Rampside cab....too many pine needles in the
rain gutters over the years. Have a donor Rampside, so I'm going to cut off the roof and find
out just how it's put together..... more next time.

The Board has a phone meeting every two to three months. Lately our focus is on San Diego
and our annual meeting. We hope to have several presenters from the West Coast that | think
you will enjoy. Hope you are planning on attending! And we've started talking about the At-
lanta Convention in 2021.

At our annual meeting we elect the Directors and Officers. Serving on the Board has a few
responsibilities, but | believe it is a great way to learn about Corvanatics. | want to encourage
you to consider putting your name in the pot as a candidate... it's worth it. If you would like to
have a profile and position statement published in our newsletter, Corvan Antics, just send it
to the Editor (corvananticsnews@gmail.com).

Speaking of the Editor, | hope you've noticed and enjoyed the extended version of Corvan An-
tics. We went from 12 to 16 pages several issues ago and there is a whole lot more infor-
mation and articles to read and enjoy. If you get the urge, write an article and send it to the
Editor...| know she will appreciate it, and so will our readers.

So until next time..."Keep it out of the ditch"....hope to see you soon.

T b 2020 CORSA International Convention

July 6th —11th
Corvanatics Annual Meeting Tuesday, July 7, 8:30—10 PM

Don’t miss the meeting!! We’ll have giveaways, door prizes,
guest speakers, and officer elections. Fun times where you
San Diego, CA July 6" - 11" 2020 |can meet other members and the chapter officers.

3
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by Gary Baxter, Technical Editor

HAULING TREE BRANCHES HAD TAKEN ITS TOLL ON MY RAMPSIDE'S PAINT, SO I
TOLO MY WIFE, MARY, THAT T WANTED TO FIX MY _ __ __ _
TRUCK BACK LIP AND THEN WOLILD NO LONGER HALIL RO E
SUCH THINGS., SHE SAID THAT WAS NO PROBLEM, [ TR
JUST GET HER HER OWN RAMPSIOE. SHORTLY AF-
TER THAT I TOOK SOME PARTS TO ONE OF OUR
FRIENDS, J.C. ASH, WHO HAS, I THINK, AT LEAST
TWO OF EACH YEAR RAMPSIOE, T TOLD HIM TO LET j§
ME KNOW IF HE EVER WANTED TO PART WITH ONE
OF HIS UNRESTORED TRUCKS SITTING OUTSIOE, AS
MARY WAS LOOKING FOR ONE. A FEW DAYS LATER [RSS
HIS WIFE, MARILYN, CALLED AND SAID SHE WAS G2
TIRED OF HAVING THIS TRUCK JUST SITTING IN '
FRONT OF THEIR SHOP. IT HAD BEEN THERE ABOUT TWENTY YEARS, AFTER HAVING
SPENT A SIMILAR AMOLINT OF TIME AS A YARD TRLCK AT SAPLLPA GLASS.

MARILYN HAD WORKED WITH ONE OF THE TAG AGENCIES TO GET EACH TRUCK A TAG
WITH A NUMBER THAT MATCHED ITS YEAR. THIS TRUCK HAD A TAG ZU& Oel. ZU&e
SEEMED LIKE A 600D NAME FOR A WORK TRUCK, SO IT STUCK, EVEN THOUEGH THE
STATE CHANGED THE PREFIXES THROUGH THE SUBSEQUENT YEARS. ORIGINALLY
WHEN WE &OT IT, IT HAD AN 80HP, 3 SPEED. I DID NOT EVEN TRY TO START IT
SINCE MARY HAD DECIDED SHE WANTED A P& AND MORE POWER. SO, A 6O0D-
RUNNING CAR 110 WAS PUT IN ALONG WITH THE P& AND 3.55 GEARS. THAT WAS FIF-
TEEN YEARS AGO. SINCE THEN ZU& HAS 8EEN HER GARDEN TRUCK AND ALL-
AROUND HAUL WHATEVER NEEDED TO 8E MOVED; INCLUDING GARDEN TRACTORS,
FIREWOOD, AND LOADS OF CORVAIR PARTS.

A YEAR AGO, OUR SON-IN-LAW, SEAN, VOLUNTEERED TO START STRIPPING THE
PAINT AND DO THE BODYWORK ON ZLG. WE DISCOVERED EVERY PANEL HAD SOME
DAMAGE. ALONG THE WAY HE GOT A FULL-TIME JO8,
SO I FINISHED ZUE&; JUST NOW GETTING NEARLY DONE.
ALL THAT IS LEFT IS THE ED LINER, WHICH WILL 8E INDI-
&0 BLUE METALLIC TO MATCH THE STRIPE AND WILL EX-
TEND OVER THE BED TOP EDGES, LIKE ON MY TRUCK.
TULSA SPEEOLINER JUST MOVED SO WE HAVE TO WAIT
ON THEIR SPRAY BOOTH GETTING FINISHED. WELL THAT,
AND PUTTING THE HEADACHE AR BACK IN. MARY SAYS
IT IS TOO HANDY TO TIE

\ THINGS TO TO LEAVE OUT,
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The Preventive Maintenance Series
Mike Dawson

Fan Belts Revisited

The Corvair was assigned a specifically designed belt that G.M. used only after rejecting at least
four different designs. Since G.M. discontinued the original belt years ago, no other company has
duplicated it exactly — | kept an original and compared all of the reproductions. Some are close
but not exact. Anybody can have good luck with a belt, but if you want one close to the original,
use a 3V560 wrapped, industrial belt. The original belt was 55 3" X 3/8” (P&A Catalog). The
3V560 belts are sold by most Corvair vendors as “super belts”, and the Gates, Bando, MVP,
BESTORQ, etc., belts all seem to work well on any Corvair with the correct items as noted here.

Installation Checks:
Drive pulley or balancer should be checked for installation and bolt torque, rust, wobble or
separation, and the timing notch on a rebuild checked for a sharp edge that can wear the belt.

Idler pulley should be checked for rust, wobble and dents caused by pry bars. The big washer
on the slide end of the bracket must be between the nut and the slide, not between the slide and
the casting.

Check fan pulley for rust, wobble and dents and most important for proper height. On the car
reference: lay a straight edge across the top of the pulley, measure down to the shroud next to
the choke rod (intake flange) on the left side. It should measure exactly 6” for 62-69 and 6 5/32”
on original 60-61. This dimension will be wrong if your fan bearing was installed incorrectly or if it
has moved in the top cover where it should be an interference fit.

Alternator/generator checks: The pulley must be exactly 3" O.D. Rebuilders change them and
even a V4" size difference will change belt alignment. Look for a loose generator mount on the left
end, check for the proper alternator/generator adapter. As with other pulleys, check for rust,
dents, wobble, wear and check that the blades are not backwards.

Belt Tension: There should be a 3/8” deflection with a 15# load between the idler and the fan
(the book calls for 55# if you have a strand tension gauge). You can barely turn the alt/gen fan
with your thumb when correctly tensioned. Tension must be checked after a break in period as
belts will stretch. | have found that as your speed passes the 70-mph number the stretching can
be significant with a new belt so be aware of that. With belt prices hovering in the $10 range it
would be wise to change them anytime the edges show wear (see pulley checks above) or you
have to adjust it often, or if you notice the idler pulley is pulled back far enough that the belt no
longer lines up perfectly vertical with the balancer.

Belt Guides: The rear guide can easily be installed on any year; the top guide should be in
place on any that have the mount holes in the top shroud. Clearance between belt & guide is
1/16”.

Spare Belt: Obviously it is wise to carry a spare belt and the tools necessary to change it on
the road. Keep the belt stored flat, not coiled.

And finally: Always check your two warning lights for function every time before you drive: with
the engine off and key on, you should see two red lights.

If the GEN/FAN light comes on, stop ASAP. Determine if the belt is working or not. If it is, you
can drive the car but have the charging system checked as soon as possible. If the belt is off, re-
place it with a new one before driving. Once a belt comes off, the cords are bent and it will contin-
ue to flip.

If you must drive, follow the owners’ guide instructions for operation without a belt. (Short
drives with the heater fan on high) NEVER drive a Corvair with the TEMP/PRESS light on; you
are already at 550+ degrees. Remember, if you ruin an engine by overheating, it probably cannot
be rebuilt due to softened aluminum in the heads and crankcase. A tow charge is much quicker
and cheaper than a replacement engine.
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TELLO FRON TRANCE

Hello, I'm Jeff ( in reality, Jean-Francois ) living in France, 40
years old, 2 kids and a wonderful wife ! A

I've been into old cars since 1998 and had a lot of air-cooled
VW’'s. After 3 splitty busses, I was always looking for a some-
thing different but still old and air-cooled ... 3

Last year I saw a Corvair van on an English website.... Corvair

= : _was in my mind for years; this one
g= was looking good and at a fair
@ price. After some emails and a few photos, I took a bus
™ ticket to England and that was really EPIC!

| Leaving Paris around

) = 11pm, all night on the
. bus (that was tooooo
long!, I'm a bus driver,
but I get sick when I
am not driving...) I ar-
rived in England at 5 am and saw the Corvan for @
the first time! I Loved it ! Started it and drove it
back to France! I took the first ferry and drove all
the day :) Not bad for a first time in a Corvair! The
drive was like my VW bus. I arrived at home after
crossing Paris. I have lots of good memories! Ferry to France

* Now safe at home, I have some work to do on it, but that
was part of the deal ! I will make it into a camper to enjoy
the van with family and I also own some 60's camping

trailers and hope to tow them with the van soon!

I really love that van and will keep it for years enjoying it!

I also really like the Corvair people; in France, UK, or USA!

Can't wait to come to USA and meet some of you one day.
It will be kool!
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Found on E;E;Bbbk

Pictures of our members/their vehicles randomly found posted on Facebook

-

Gerald Fleming
‘Dreamsicle’

Jim Williams Eva McGuire
Her wind-up Corvan

7 4 e

Michl Timmons

John Miller
Just an FC kind of morning

Dean Gemberling

This is a concept to show what GM may have done to compete with the
Dodge L700

Started with a reject Corvair casting. Will use the chassis from the Lindbergh
L700

Rober'T Burns Thank you for reading
Some of his models
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TRUE story, sad to say—by Fran Schmit

Having CORVAIRS that are fifty+ years old means they have g
been raised up a few hundred times — in their lifetime — using
a jack of some sorts. The pinchweld back by the rear whee
gets a little beat up as the decades roll by - so, | thought I'd
ease the pain a bit by placing a nice wide steel plate across
all those humps and bumps so the jack could lift it with no ==
chance of digging into “something”. :

Looks like this: The plate is a foot across so there was not
much need to even look under there to see if it was lined up
because it would have to be lifting on something — right? TR
Well, | did this for years and felt fortunate to have had the
foresight to make such a good choice. WRONG!

Just the other day, an unfortunate set of circum-

, ~ The broad platform certainly spread out the sup-
' %i} port. The V4" steel plate was not too heavy to lift
- and was yet strong enough to do the job. That all
seemed like a good plan.

:2 - S s ¢\ When you use a pine 2x6 to spread the load it
ax - works fine, except for the fact that the wood splits

e, up and you might have to get a new one every so

N often. That's not too much of a problem but the

steel seems “indestructible”.

2 Here’s the rub, as | see it, now.

A floor jack has wheels under it because it has to roll ahead as you raise the load, because the pad
swings so far back from its initial position...unlike a bottle jack that simply goes up and down — the
floor jack pad must move back and forth, a lot! About a foot!

There was a problem in this design. The plate was smooth on both sides. Not only would that allow
the plate to move across the pinchwelds, but it could also allow the plate to move relative to the pad
on the jack. The pad on the jack has “teeth” on it so that it is supposed to grab hold of what is being
lifted — the ‘liftee’ — and not let it slide. .

| had always figured the weight on the plate would lock them |
together and the wheels would accommodate the side force. .= =
| also failed to account for the fact that | had recently picked
up some Floor-Dry that had larger chunks of rocks in it than ¥
usual — | didn’t pay attention to that. | did take the air hose *
and blow the chunks out of the way but failed to check that ,f
every chunk had been moved back. As it turns out, it only = = &
takes one chunk to stop the jack from rolling and when the | ™ &
jack’s steel wheels don’t roll the side force on the steel plate %
interface goes up. The higher you are lifting the greater the

dimension being pushed aside and therefore the greater is

the side force.

%

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Needless to say, | exceeded the conditions and the car shot sideways so far that the jack was outside
of the vehicle right where there is/was a $100 Aluminum strip along the side. You know, on a '64,
there is a wide flat shiny piece of trim... that one. It totally had to be replaced!

Where’s the lesson in all of this? Nothing wrong with a floor jack and nothing wrong with a load
spreading platform. Failure to accommodate the movement of the jack’s wheels is dumb. Failure to
use load-spreading material that_ won’t slide is dumber. A 2x6 will grab on both sides, top and bottom.
Actually, for what | was doing, a set of ramps was a much better idea.

Or, as Gary would say, “get a hoist!”

Anyway, a lesson learned by me and a lesson told to y’all, so you might possibly avoid the same mis-
take.

Keep on CORVAIRIng, Fran

Tech Ed note - Always center the jack saddle under the jacking point on the vehicle to prevent
the jack from being pushed out from under it.

BLING!?

FRAN FOLIND A PAIR OF COOL MUD-FLAPS A WHILE BACK AND DECIDED HE COULON'T RUN
WITHOUT THEM.

HERE'S A LITTLE BLING HE HAS ADDED TO THE
UNDERSIOE OF HIS FC. GRANTED IT IS NOT REAL-
LY NECESSARY IN MODERN TIMES TO WORRY )
ABOUT SPLASHING MUD ON YOUR NEIGHBOR, AS
WE DON'T MUCH DRIVE IN MUD ANYMORE, 8UT A
THE WHITE BOWTIE WITH THE HEARTBEAT LOGO g NFE AVIEF
KIND OF SELLS IT. e L
——/

FRAN SAYS HE'S GOING TO KEEP THE FLAPS, . W -
EVEN IF SOME 6UYS LAUGH!

OF COURSE, WE'LL HAVE TO SEE HOW THEY
WEATHER, AND AS SUCH THEY MAY NOT LAST
VERY LONG ANYWAY!

FRAN WISHES Y'ALL GOOD RLUNNING AND HOPE'S BEeR
YOU KEEP ON CORVAIRING! e

WONPERFUL NEWS!!

We were all pleased to hear the great news that Corvanatics’ member, Raymond Paul, received his much need-
ed lung transplant. My understanding is it will be somewhat uncomfortable adjusting to the size of the lungs
due to his atrophied chest cavity. We wish Raymond well as he progresses.

For those of you who may want to send him a much appreciated card, you can send it to his daughter's home
as follows:

Raymond Paul c/o Kristie Cook
2639 Pebblecreek Lane
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
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' Corvan Antics—thru the years by Steve Spilatro—Historian |

40 years ago 1980—there was no spring issue of Corvan Antics

30 years ago - 1990 Corvan Antics Volume 18 #2, Mar-Apr 1990

In this issue we find a report by A.J. Rollin about aftermarket steering wheels. A.J. reported no less than 8 suit-
able steering wheels were available through J.C. Whitney, in a variety of diameters and design. He chose a 16
3/4” heavy duty four-spoke stainless steel wheel with a black cushion rim.

A somewhat younger Clark

Hartzel, then President of - EARLY CAR é F.C.
the club, described fabricat- . AXLE SUPPORTER
ing an axle supporter (see \ WELD WELD,

picture) that could be used to OLD AXLE SHAFT
transport a FC or EM car - -

lacking a powertrain. _
Technical Editor Bob Kirk- FOR MOVING A VEHICLE * i
man explained why the FC z WITHOUT A DIFFER- — 7
front suspension is secured ENTIAL '

by three bolts that are re- N 7 _

movable and a fourth bolt = 9]‘5 ' ™1

that cannot be removed be-

cause it was installed from the top of the undercarriage sill during the vehicle assembly. Bob explained that
when a gas heater was installed the ducting would have made it very difficult to access the nut if the bolt was
installed from below. Apparently to avoid potential assembly line snafus, the bolt was installed facing downward
in all FCs.

20 years ago - 2000 Corvan Antics Volume 28 #2, Mar - Apr 2000

Duane Wentlandt wrote about the ’61 Rampside he had recently purchased which had been “Lost in the Seven-
ties”. Apparently, after developing engine problems the pickup was placed in dry storage and later submerged
within a collection of 30+ other vehicles packed in around it. There it remained essentially untouched until ac-
quired by Duane.

There is a short article about Clarks Corvair Parts’ remanufacturing of FC deluxe interior vinyl panels. Cal Clark
is quoted as say that this had been the most difficult interior reproduction project they had ever undertaken, but
had been a “labor or love”. And we are all very thankful for the willingness of Clarks to take on risky reproduc-
tion projects like this over the years.

Dave Palmer explained how to install a cam gear onto a cam shaft. Chill the shaft in the freezer for a couple of
days; then heat the gear in the oven at 450°F for about 30 minutes. Due to the expansion and contraction of the
parts, the gear will slip onto shaft relatively easily.

10 years ago - 2010 Corvan Antics Volume 38 #2, Mar - Apr 2010

Tim Werner described renovations to the ‘61 Rampside he had recently purchased. In particular he explained
how three new instruments (volts, oil pressure and oil temperature) were installed in the dash.

v

The cover of this issue has a picture of =
Pete Koehler’'s “Crampside”, a somewhat | |
truncated version of the Rampside.

The back cover shows a trainload of FCs.
| am intrigued by the colors of the FCs in
the picture, many of which seem to be
non-stock. Just a case of poor color rendi-
tion, or maybe a colorized version of an Gt S

originally black and white photo? = .fl e e

10
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Corvair 95: Stock was. ..
Part lll - Rear Door By Steven Spilatro

The Stock Was... series is exploring design modifications to our favorite vans and pickups. This third installment
will look at modifications to the van rear door.

1961 removed
weatherstrip

But first... a front door addendum

In the previous article | had discussed changes to the front doors. Howev-
er, | missed another early ‘61 modification, deletion of the weatherstrip
(#3778499) attached to the door itself. This is shown but not labeled on
page 113 of the '61 assembly manual and noted as removed. Deletion,
noted in the 1962 Truck Engineering Features booklet, was “a result of
tests which indicate adequate door sealing is provided with the remaining
door opening seal”. But as already noted, apparently not, since it was
necessary to add the short weatherstrip in 1963, as previously noted.

S — T N
Fig 1. Front door weatherstrip

The Rear Door Bumper Conundrum

Why keep a bumper that gets no thump? That question has been much pon-
dered by FC owners when looking at the “rear door outer bumpers” located
\_— on the rear corner body panels. The origin and history of these bumpers has

e been tied to that of the rear door hinges, which as originally designed allowed
/ S—== the doors to open far enough to hit the rear corners. But even after the door
i hinges were modified to limit the swing of the doors, the bumpers were still
= installed. This conundrum disappears if cushioning a door thump were not
their sole purpose, which | believe is the case.

=

Fig 2. Location of rear door outer
bumper

Let’s first consider the problem involving the rear corners of the vans.
As production of the FCs commenced in September 1960, the assem-  Unmodified P
bly lines reported that the rear corners of the vans were more frail and y o

susceptible to damage than expected. The Flint and St Louis assembly
line built the vans using body units preassembled at the Chevrolet Indi-
anapolis plant, which included large side panel units with the rear cor-
ners attached. It would have been no small problem to have the corners
of these large side units damaged during shipment or assembly. The
assembly lines also found that the corners could be dented from a rear .
door, possibly caught by the wind, that vigorously swung open and hit ’3 . Q// 3773775-6

the corner. These concerns would have extended to the vehicles after
being sold and on the road.

From 1961 -’63 van rear doors used L & R hinges #3773775-6, easily _. .
identified by their three interlocking knuckles. Like the side cargo doors, Fid 3. Early style FC rear door hinge
the rear doors could open far enough to reach the body panels. To

cushion the impact, “rear door outer bumpers” were placed on the rear corner body panels, but as mentioned
these were not sufficient under some circumstances.

(Continued on page 12)

11
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(Continued from page 11)

With production underway, a solution was needed quickly. The deci-
sion was to modify the hinges by welding on a metal tab that would
limit how far the doors could open. This would have been faster and
cheaper than scrapping the stock pile of hinges already on hand and
creating the dies to forge new ones.

Some early vans have unmodified upper hinges but lower hinges with
a small welded metal tab. This looks like a preliminary fix possibly
performed at the Flint or St
Louis assembly plants. The
weld is not ground smooth
and applied only to a single Fig 4. Rotation of original and modi-
hinge per door — sufficient to fied rear hinges.

keep the door away from the corner and not slow assembly any more
than necessary. Eventually, both upper and lower hinges received a larg-
er metal tab and the weld was ground smooth (more or less, as shown in
the picture). This style hinge is found on essentially all ‘61 — '63 vans.
Which leads us back to the original question, why were the bumpers still
installed if the doors could no longer reach them?

. : Some of this history comes from Bob Kirkman’s 1987 article in Corvan
Late style weld  Antics, Vol 15(6) about hinge modifications and the bumpers. In the arti-
cle Bob speculated that the bumpers continued to be installed because
F|g 5. Early and Late Style Hinge of a large inventory of body panels with the holes already present for the
Welds bumpers. | believe they were retained intentionally, because door im-

pacts were just one of the concerns.

Maybe resolving of the door hinge problem cast doubt on the need for
the bumpers and there was a preliminary decision to eliminate them.
Some early vans lack the bumpers, and these must have been assem-
bled from panels lacking the bumper mounting holes. This also would
explain why the bumpers were included in the 1961 but not in later as-

sembly manuals. In any case, the bumpers remained standard equipment znd
for two more years, not as a “vestigial” artifact with no function, but reen-

gineered for an intended use.

3rd

The 1961 assembly manual and parts catalogs identify “first” and

“second” design bumpers. The original bumper was #3785718 (#1 in the 1 St .
picture), making it the same as those used as the side door bumpers.
This bumper attaches via a pass-through screw to a plastic clip mounted
in a square hole in the body panel.

Fig 6.Three designs of rear door

But already in the 1961 as- outer bumpers

sembly manual, the original

- bumper was superseded by bumper #3812749, which is the bump-
| er identified as #3 in the picture. The 5/16-18 bolt of this bumper
- would not fit the original square hole and required a larger round
_.g/ hole in the corner panel. However, | have seen several '61 — ‘62
| vans with a bumper similar to #2 W|th a smaller gauge bolt, possi-
bly an undocumented interim bumper used with preexisting panels
" with the square hole.

The larger bolt of the “second” design bumper began to serve its

. ' . - = function in mid-1962 when the “Rear door bumper reinforcement

|Fig 7. Rear door bumper reinforcement § 55sembly” (#3812732) was introduced. This metal bracket located

assembly __I behind both left and right corners (see picture) was secured to the

/ “Z bumper bolt and attached to the rear interior body panel. As the

name conveys the bracket served to strengthen the rear panel corners against minor impacts, not from the doors
but other from other assaults. The bracket was installed through the 1963 production year.

The hinge modification served the problem at hand, but was not a very satisfying solution. Where the hinge bot-
tomed out on the metal tab the paint was damaged leading to a rust line. To remedy this, the hinge was reengi-

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

neered. The new hinge (#3842361-2) had 4 knuckles and a
center paw that checked the rotation of the hinge by striking an
edge rather than surface of the hinge, thus preventing paint
damage. This hinge first appears in the 1963 assembly manu-
al, but installation appears not to have occurred until 1964.

And in 1964 when
the redesigned
hinge was intro-
duced, the rear
corner bumper and
” < reinforcement as-
- ' sembly were delet-
paW s oo ed. By 1964 the
, dire FC sales situ-
3842361-2 ation had not im-
proved and certainly GM was looking for other ways to reduce pro-
duction costs. Compared to the cost saving measures taken the pre-
. . vious year, deleting these bumpers and an otherwise hidden bracket
Fig 9. Late style FC rear door hinge  \ould have been an easy decision.

Late style
hinge

Fig 8. Typical rear corner ent.

Rear Door windows

Those cost saving deletions imposed in 1963 have been
much discussed in the past. Since we’re focusing on the rear doors,
this is a good time to mention that one of those measures was elimi-
nation for Corvans of the rear door windows as a stock item. The
rear door windows became RPO A12, and this reflected forward to
the left front door. Since in the absence of rear windows the inside !
rear view mirror was superfluous, it was also eliminated as a stock f : :
item. But GM did understand that is important for a driver to know : o :
what's behind the van, so the round outside rear view mirror on the == _ Fig 10. Rear window delete in
driver side door (which was RPO D32 for other FCs) became stand- g Corvan. Thanks to Kevin Clark for
ard for Corvans models. If option RPO A12 (rear window) was or- = the picture of his van. ?

dered, the inside rear view mirror was restored and the ORVM was i

The Chevrolet Rear Door Script

One change beginning with the 1962 models was the placement of the “Chevrolet” emblem on the right-side
rear door of vans (it can be seen in the picture of the green van above). This chromed emblem was present on
the Rampside tailgate in '61, but was not present on the vans during the first production year.

Fig 11. Chevrolet emblem.

Check arm seals P J

- o
Xy
i
|

4
‘- —
je—t

e Seal Retainer

Another 1963 cost-savings change was elimination of the check-
arm rubber seals and seal retainer metal plates. Originally, there was a
plan to remove all the check arms and replace them with a canvas
strap, but this change was canceled as shown in the ‘63 assembly
manual. The final decision was to eliminate the rubber seal and its re-
tainer from all the doors of the Corvan and the rear doors of the Green-
brier.

Fig 12. Side or rear door check arm.
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Corvanatics Merchandise

See more items, details, pictures and how to purchase::
https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/merchandise.php

Corvanatics also has two online merchandise stores:
s | https://www.cafepress.com/corvanatics (US & intl shipping)
https://www.zazzle.com/store/corvanatics (US shipping only)

T T CO0VANATICS MECCHANDIGE 2TOPES vl @onre ANPD we 1 1eTener |
i YOU SPOKE AND WE LISTENED
| SAVE S WATCH FOB & 4H ST OE S SPECIAL SLES YOU ASKED FOP T-SHIPTS

AND YOU 60T MORE THAN |
T-SHIRTS

ALSO, ANY ITEM AVAILABLE ON El- I
THER WEBSITE CAN BE CUSTOM- I
IZED WITH THE CORVANATICS LO&O
AND ADDED TO THE CORVANATICS
STORE. JUST EMAIL:

AND
REQUEST THE ITEM

K0S, MENS & SHOP ONLINE AT YOUR LEISURE AND

ORDER AT A SHOP BELOW
S & INTL SHIPPING)
| 7 (US SHIPPING ONLY)

IWH/TES &§ cOLORS
WITH LOE0S

Say, can I use your old '62 to haul some manure away?
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; New 2019-2025 Clark’s Corvair
Steve’s FC Parts Mart Parts Catalog!

( 74 0) 3 74-8 778 Free with a parts order (you pay shlpp/ng)
. . Over 500 pages in 1 volume
spilatrs@marietta.edu

330 interior color samples on 8 pages i
All new text & layout

Rechromed Carburetor More photos & information
Window Cranks Swivel $19
$59 Linkages % Order just a 2019-2025 Catalog

USA - order Cat-9 - $8 (catalog & shipping) using credit card
or sent in money

e _ International - you pay the actual shipping (starting at ap-
e ' proximately $30 shipping)

Rear Door Outer Side Door

Bumpers (2) Bumpers (2) Clark’s Corvair Parts®
\\\$1 9 $1 2 | ;& 400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

: A\ 413-625-9776 Fax: 413-625-849

| &2

Gaé Filler Grommet

WWW.corvair.com )
email: clarks@corvair.com ([T o

Battery Compartment Hinge Grommets.(4)
id Retainer - $24 Side doof's - $25- T
//./ I Reardoo,rns $23

Master Cyl. Floor Plug

‘63 - $39 ’64-'65 - $49 Cab Floor Cable

Perfomance Corvairs wwwranvsiccon — sciricoraolcon

408-247-2237
o Electronic Distributors + Steering Wheel Adapters
« Dash Parts ¢ Quick Steering Components
+ Steering Columns P S Porformaics Covvisis
of Corvanatics San Jose, CA
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Contact Information

President

Stephen Brown 503-628-0291
32829 SW Unger Road

Cornelius, OR 97113
SGBGJB@yahoo.com

Vice President

Ken Hand 248-613-8586
1896 S. Gregory Road
Fowlerville, M| 48836
vairmech@aol.com

Secretary/Treasurer

Molly Bacon 989-246-8046
5425 Morrow Road

Gladwin, MI 48624
corvanatics@gmail.com

Eastern Director

Tim Schwartz 201-447-4299
5 Riverview Lane

Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 07423
tim@bristolnj.com

Central Director

Dale Dewald 906-482-2872
49595 Blessent Road

Hancock, M| 49930
dkdewald@pasty.net

Western Director

Duane Wentlandt 503-632-1710
15616 S. Saddle Lane

Oregon City, OR 97045
antkoto@bctonline.com

At Large Director
Billy Cannon 256-839-1672
2256 Coosa Co Rd. #7
Goodwater, AL 35072
gtochief@gmail.com

CORVAN ANTICS is the bi-monthly publication of Corvanatics, a

P Chartered Chapter of the Corvair Society
ans W of America (CORSA). Established Sep-
. at;o, _  tember 1972, Corvanatics is dedicated to

¢\ » the preservation and enjoyment of Ameri-
\\ ca’s most original and innovative small
> vans and light trucks, the Chevrolet Cor-

vair 95 Series.

Corvanatics is open to anyone with an
A interest in Forward Control Corvairs. An-
\ nual dues are $10 for an emailed full col-

) or newsletter and $15 for a mailed black
and white newsletter. Application and payment is made to the
Secretary/Treasurer either through the Corvanatics website at
www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/membership.php or
by mail. If mailed, include a completed membership form. Forms
can be printed from the website or obtained directly from the
Secretary/Treasurer.

Stories, articles, photos, memorabilia, or any other item for publi-
cation should be sent to the editor. They can also be sent by
email to CorvanAnticsNews@gmail.com. Authors are asked to
submit at least a photograph of themselves for the article with
any other photos.

Technical material received will be sent to the Technical Editor
for review.

For advertising in the newsletter, please contact the Secretary/
Treasurer. Members can have a free small ad in the newsletter.
Display advertising is also available at the following rates:

e Full page $25

e Half page: $15

e Quarter page: $10

e Business card (2" x 3.5”): $5

¢ Photos for ads are $6 each and can be color or black/white

Please submit print-ready or typed copy and pre-payment to the
Secretary/Treasurer. Authorization and payment must be re-
ceived prior to each issue. All ads must be Corvair-related.

Deadline for publication is the 15th of February, April, June, Au-
gust, October or December.

Technical Editor

Gary Baxter 918-645-8451
7590 North 140 East Place
Owasso, OK 74055
gbaxterpe@cox.net

Corvan Antics uses material from many sources and may not always
give appropriate credit. If your material appears without acknowledge-
ment, we thank you for your contribution. It was used in good faith to
help preserve, maintain, drive and enjoy our Corvairs.

Historian

Steve Spilatro

625 Fifth St
Marietta, OH 45750
spilatrs@marietta.edu

740-374-8778

Newsletter Editor

Molly Bacon 989-246-8046
5425 Morrow Road

Gladwin, Ml 48624
CorvanAnticsNews@gmail.com

Founded in 1969, CORSA is group of automobile en-
thusiasts working to satisfy the common needs of indi-
viduals interested in the preservation, restoration, and
operation of the Corvair. CORSA's long range goal is
to promote reproduction of parts and render technical
assistance to increase your enjoyment of the Corvair,
and to further the general public's appreciation of the
car.

Corvanatics encourages membership in CORSA. Visit their website,
WWW.corvair.org
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