
FROM RICK NORRIS’ CORVAIR ALLEY

Slow going here as I wait on some machine shop work. The nice warm weather went
back to winter just in time for spring! The week coming looks a lot better in terms of
warming up again. I want to welcome Eric Shakel to our little cadre of Corvair drivers
who will attend the Road America event. It’ll be nice to have him on track with us. See
below.

Eric Shakel sez:

I have bitten the bullet and registered for the WIC, can’t miss the 50th Anniversary of the
Yenko Stinger. There’s no engine in YS-066, so I have a bit of work to do. I will send you a
full update with a few pix in a couple of weeks.

SEBRING BEGINNINGS, by Marc Valero. Highlands Today Published: March 13, 2016.

That first race wasn’t 12 hours long, didn’t have “Sebring” in the title, wasn’t in March and
didn’t start in the morning — but it was the start of something big in sports car endurance
racing.

Only about five years after Hendricks Field was decommissioned as a training site for B-17
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bomber crews for the World War II war effort, the runways and connecting roads would
serve a new mission — as a platform for man and machine to compete at a world-class
level.

It all started one chilly New Year’s Eve in 1950. On 3 p.m. Dec. 31, 1950, a field of 28 cars
lined up for a six-hour race on a 3.5-mile track for the “Sam Collier Memorial Grand Prix of
Endurance.” A small crowd, estimated at 2,800, was on hand to view the race on the
chilly winter day for what would be remembered as the most important event in Ameri-
can sports car racing history.

Ken Breslauer states in his book, “Sebring - the Official History of America’s Great Sports
Car Race.” “The crude Sebring circuit was marked by hay bales and a few signs. The pits
were merely wooden tables,” Breslauer writes. “It was certainly a modest beginning.”

Based on an index of performance, which is a handicapping system accounting for
each car’s performance specifications, a Crosley Hot Shot driven by Ralph Deshon and
Fritz Koster won that first race.

The second race in 1952, which also was the first 12-hour race at Sebring, was sponsored
by the American Automobile Association. It was on a 5.2-mile track. The race was
scheduled to start at noon, March 15, 1952, but it was delayed for more than hour due to
heavy rains. The 1952 race was called “The Sebring International Grand Prix of Endur-
ance.”

Sebring resident Doug Morton, who has an extensive collection of Sebring race memora-
bilia including programs, tickets, credentials and posters, has delved into the history of
the race since he saw his first running of the 12 Hours of Sebring in 1988.

The man behind the races, Alec Ulmann, was a rich man with a home in Palm Beach. He
had a hangar or storage building at Hendricks Field for his business, which refurbished
planes, Morton said. He was also a sports car enthusiast.

Ulmann and Sam Collier, an accomplished racer, flew over Hendricks Field and observed
that the runways and roadways would make a great location for a sports car race. They
got with the Sebring Firemen and several city leaders and were able to put on a six-hour
Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) race.

“The generally favorable climate and the close proximity of many sports car racers living
on Florida’s east coast were prime factors in choosing Sebring,” Breslauer noted in his
book. According to The Crosley Auto Club’s account of the first race: “Hendricks Field
had few amenities for spectators; no grandstands, security, ticket booths or public-
address system and few lavatories.”

Collier was killed in an accident at the Watkins Glen (New York) race a few months be-
fore the first Sebring race, so it was called the “Sam Collier Memorial Grand Prix of Endur-
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ance.”

Morton said the Crosley Hot Shot, which won the first race based on the performance in-
dex, was a very tiny car. Sebringraceway.com notes, in its race “fact or fiction” page,
that it is a “fact” that the winning Crosley Hot Shot was actually a spectator’s car. The
spectator was convinced to loan his car to drivers Deshon and Koster.

Another remarkable fact is that a Florida governor was once given a tour on the Sebring
circuit while the race was going on. In 1950, Ulmann took Gov. Fuller Warren on a lap
around the track while the race was in progress.

After the first race, Ulmann and racer Briggs Cunningham went to the 24 Hours of Le
Mans and decided to develop a longer distance race at Sebring and extended the race
circuit to 5.2 miles, Morton said.

Today, the Sebring sports car racing continues with The 64th Annual Mobil 1 Twelve Hours
of Sebring Fueled by “Fresh from Florida,” takes place Saturday, March 19 at Sebring In-
ternational Raceway. This year’s entry list includes 49 cars to race on the 3.74-mile circuit.

WRENCHIN’ AT RANDOM

Hot Rod Magazine, April 2016.

Here’s something we are familiar with...
When Adjusting Hydraulic Lifters, How Much Further
Should the Rucker Arm Be Tightened Past Zero-Lash?

For engines with adjustable, stud-mounted rocker arms
and hydraulic lifters, stock specs typically call for a con-
servative 1 turn past the zero-lash point. Turning the
rocker arm adjustment nut a lesser amount after reach-
ing the zero-lash point positions the hydraulic lifter's in-
ternal plunger closer to the lifter plunger's snap-ring re-
tainer. At high rpm, this delays hydraulic lifter pump-up
because the plunger can’t move far enough to inter-
fere with valve closure when hydraulic force overcomes
valve spring pressure.

In fact, some racers even adjust the nut as close as 1/8
turn or less down from zero lash, which positions the hy-
draulic lifter plunger practically against the snap ring,
effectively causing the hydraulic lifter to act like a me-
chanical lifter because it can't take up any clearance
in the valve train.
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Running tight plunger-to-retainer clearances can be risky if using standard lifters that
have a paperclip-type retaining ring because hydraulic pressure may cause the plunger
body to pop out of the groove, resulting in catastrophic failure.

Lifters with full-contact internal Truarc-style snap rings can better withstand these tight
clearances. For long-term street durability with a high-perf cam, adjust lifters with Truarc-
type retaining rings 1/4 to 1/2 turn down from zero lash. Adjust paperclip
retaining-ring lifters 1/2 to 3/4 turm down from zero lash.

PERFORMANCE CORVAIR GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE:

You can join the Performance Corvair Group on Facebook. Visit this page on your web
browser:

https://www.facebook.com/performancecorvairgroupworkshop2015/

When you get there, enter a request to be added to the group. The page is adminis-
tered by Ned Madsen, VP of PCG!

PCG Club Officers:
President: Tracy Leveque Email: libgan2004@yahoo.com
Vice Pres: Ned Madsen Email: aeroned@aol.com
Webmaster: Allan Lacki Email: redbat01@verizon.net
Newsletter Author: Rick Norris Email: ricknorris@suddenlink.net
Newsletter Layout: Allan Lacki Email: redbat01@verizon.net
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