
BALTIMORE (AP) - Denny’s
restaurant officials say they’re
sorry that a group of black stu-
dents and chaperones feel they
were denied service, but dis-
pute that the service was as
bad as the group said. 

“It is clear that these cus-
tomers do not believe they were
treated with the courtesy and
respect that we pledge to every
Denny’s guest,” the president of
Spartanburg, S.C.-based
Denny’s, John A. Romandetti,
said Tuesday in a statement.
“For that, we are sorry.” 

However, an official of the
restaurant chain’s parent com-
pany said it appeared the
restaurant’s workers did the best
they could to serve the group. 

It was the latest in a series of
discrimination complaints
lodged against the chain. The
approximately 40 sixth-graders
and their chaperones, who
were on a field trip to Disney
World from Baltimore, said they
entered the Ocoee, Fla.,
restaurant last Thursday night
and were not greeted or seated. 

After seating themselves, the
students from Ashburton
Elementary-Middle School wait-
ed 20 minutes before some
received menus and left an
hour later without being served.
White customers who entered
later were served, school offi-
cials said. 

However, Ray Hood-Phillips,
chief diversity officer for
Spartanburg-based Advantica
Restaurant Group Inc., which
owns Denny’s, said a prelimi-
nary investigation by the fran-
chisee that owns the Florida
restaurant “does not align with
what the teachers said.” 

Hood-Phillips said she was
told the manager greeted and
seated the group and that food
was on the tables or ready to be
served within a half-hour, when
a teacher complained about the
service and walked out. 

“We are a lightning rod for
these kinds of allegations
because of the past,” Hood-
Phillips said. 

The chain settled a $46 million
discrimination suit in 1994 filed
by black Secret Service agents
who complained they were
denied service at an Annapolis
restaurant and California stu-
dents who claimed discrimina-
tion in a separate incident. 
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LITTLE ROCK, Ark. -
Whitewater figure Susan
McDougal, the only person
indicted by a now defunct
grand jury, should be set free
because she has done
enough prison time and her
conviction will likely be over-
turned, her lawyer said
Wednesday. 

Attorney Mark Geragos
argued before a federal judge
here that Mrs. McDougal has
spent more time in prison than
any other Whitewater defen-
dant. 

He said she deserves lenien-
cy because of recent reports
that the chief witness against
her received payments from a
conservative publisher with
the knowledge of Whitewater
prosecutors. 

“The allegations, if true,
would undoubtedly lead to the
overturning of her conviction,”
Geragos said in his motion
requesting a re-sentencing of
Mrs. McDougal. 

“These revelations and all
that they imply, present solid

grounds for this honorable
court to re-evaluate Mrs.
McDougal’s role, and to grant
her motion for reduction of
sentence.” 

Mrs. McDougal was sen-
tenced in 1996 to two years in
prison for fraud pertaining to
an illegal $300,000 loan she
received. She began serving
that sentence in March after
completing an 18-month con-
tempt term for refusing to talk
to Whitewater investigators. 

She has served more time
than her late husband James
McDougal, who died after less
than a year in prison, and for-
mer Gov. Jim Guy Tucker,
who was sentenced to home
detention. 

On Monday, Mrs. McDougal
was indicted on an obstruction
of justice charge and two
criminal contempt counts for
refusing to talk to grand jurors
about the 1980s business
dealings of President and
Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

The criminal contempt cita-
tions carry an open-ended
prison term set by a federal
judge. Obstruction of justice
carries a maximum 10-year

prison. 
The single indictment was

the only one to result from a
Whitewater grand jury that
met about 80 times over two
years. 

The grand jurors worked in
secret in a fourth-floor room of
the federal courthouse, fend-
ing off reporters and photog-
raphers at the building’s front
door. The grand jury’s term
expires today, and panelists
met for the last time Tuesday. 

“It was a pleasure to serve.
We had an excellent jury.
Everybody got along well,”
one grand juror, his identity
kept secret under federal law,
said as he got into his car.
“We were a close-knit group
of people. Everybody was sad
in that respect.” 

Remaining decisions could
be put before a Washington
grand jury that is probing the
Monica Lewinsky matter and
obstruction of justice allega-
tions, said Charles Bakaly,
spokesman for Independent
Counsel Kenneth Starr. 

Grand jurors ended their
term with a pizza party at the
courthouse.
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. - Three
decades after Ralph Nader por-
trayed the Corvair as a casket on
wheels in his book “Unsafe at
Any Speed,” 84-year-old Rose
Martin was laid to rest in her
beloved 1962 model. 

“She pre-arranged with us, and
this was her wish. It was very well
known throughout Tiverton that

she wanted this,” said Robert
Ferreira, a director of the Oliveira
Funeral Home in Fall River,
Mass. 

The widow and mother of three
who died Saturday drove the flat-
looking rear-engine white car
around the town of Tiverton, pop-
ulation 14,000, for 36 years. 

“She just loved the car. She did-
n’t care what it cost to fix the car.
If the car was broken, she wasn’t
one to ask you how much. ‘Just

fix it,”’ recalled Tiverton Auto
Body owner George Murray. 

Mourners at her burial at
Pocasset Hill Cemetery both
wiped tears and grinned as six
police officers acting as pallbear-
ers slid the inlaid wood coffin into
an opening in the rear of the
Corvair, which had been altered
to accommodate the casket. 

The car was then lowered into
the ground with a crane. It took
up four burial plots. An old handi-

capped license plate, held with a
rubber band on the visor, was
removed and handed to her rela-
tives. 

The Corvair was a popular car
in the 1960s before it was buried
by the rise of the muscle car and
the 1965 expose written by
Nader, a then-unknown Detroit
lawyer who said it had serious
steering and control problems. 
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CASKET ON WHEELS: Rose Martin, 84, was buried in her casket and
her 1962 Corvair next to her husband’s grave.

Woman buried in 1962 Corvair
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