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On the Cover: Aerial Shot from Arie DeGroot (Philôs Father) 

Shady Hats in the Park (lower right) 
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CNM July 2026 
Newsletter ArticlesðGreg Nelson 
 
July Meeting 
No meeting this month since our meeting falls on the Fourth of July, so instead we are 
planning on meeting for lunch at Jasonôs Deli on Louisiana at 11:00am. Hope to see you all 
there.  
 
TriState Recap 
Got to hand it to the Pikeôs Peak Club, they put on an excellent Tri-State this year. I met 
Robert Weinberg at the Sandia Casino gas station as planned and we left together. How-
ever, Robert asked how fast I planned on driving and since my answer was not even close 
to his suggested speed, his comment was ñSee you in Montrose.ò I was not actually that 
bad. I was only behind him by 20 minutes. And that included all my pit stops. The drive up 
550 was gorgeous. Typical northern New Mexico geology. And then the view slowly gave 
way to mountain forest. The drive through Durango occurred right at lunchtime so the 
streets were remarkably busy. It did turn me off as a future Tri-State location, butéé., I 
will get back to that shortly. The drive from Durango to Silverton was harrowing to say the 
least. The road had fresh gravel and no guard rails. One mistake and it is a quick trip to the 
bottom of the valley. After Silverton it was 
smooth sailing into Montrose. It was great 
to see all the familiar faces milling about 
the hotel parking lot when I arrived. At the 
unofficial get together at the bar that even-
ing I sat and chatted with the Pipers and 
other folks from RMCC. The car show the 
following morning was great and there 
were thirty-eight cars on display. CNM 
member Larry Yoffee gets the prize for be-
ing the only club member to bring a car. 
Curtis Shimp usually brings one, but he 
was flying to Italy for a wedding soon after 
and could not risk a breakdown. After the 
show I played tourist and paid a visit to the 
Museum of the Mountain West. They boast 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ о 

Stunning view between Durango and Silverton.  
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/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ нτ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊ 

500,000 items on display. I do not doubt that number. 
Finally, it was time for the banquet and raffle. My fellow 
club members said the dinner was great and I walked 
away with two raffle prizes. If anyone needs wheel   
covers for a 1966 let me know. The following morning 
it was time to return home but not the same route we 
took on Friday. Instead, I took Highway 50 east 
through Gunnison and then eventually south on 285 
through Espa¶ola. It added 40 minutes to the trip, but 
the scenery was well worth it. 
 
Tri-State Future  
Since the    
Bonneville club is 
hosting next 
yearôs Tri-State in 
Moab, Utah the 
Colorado clubs 
have asked if 
they can adjust 

the schedule, so they do not host consecutive years. 
Both Colorado clubs and CNM agreed, so that means 
RMCC will host in 2028 and we push back a year to 
2029. I mentioned Durango in the above article and 
originally thought it was too crowded. What about  
Raton? Well, unfortunately that would mean an        

11-hour drive for 
the Bonneville 
club. So back to    
Durango which           
 
 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ п 

Phil de Grootôs 1962 4-door with new 
window AC unit. Placed Best EC and 

Best in Show 

Larry Yoffee with the only CNM entry. 
Thank you Larry. 

My favorite Early Open: Michael     
Brittanôs 64 convertible. A wonderful surprise: Tony and Linda attended the car show. 
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brings it back to a 7-hour drive, 5.5-hours for PPCC and        
6-hours for RMCC. It would be only 3.5 hours for CNM. I will in the future chat with RMCC 
and ask if they have started looking for a destination and let them know we are looking at 
Durango.  
 
August Program 
I will show photos from the Tri-State trip including the entry vehicles and Museum pictures.  
 
64 Monza 
On 6/22/26 my Clarkôs package arrived. In-
side are the seat upholstery and gas lines. 
Before installing the gas lines, I will run the 
pump and check for debris just past the faux 
pumpôs split to the carburetors. The air clean-
erôs components are at Duke City Powder 
Coating and Sandblasting. Why? After seeing 

all the pristine engine compartments at the 
Tri-State I am going to endeavor to get my 
1964 engine-bay looking the same. In time 
for the State Fair? Maybe. The seat covers 
will go to the House of Covers, and I am 
guessing the rear seat bench will need new 
stuffing because there was a bunch of it    
falling out of the seat.  
 

 
Trash Pick Up 
July 11

th
 is the next visit to our Mile Markers. Club     

members cleaned the bottom section in June, so we will 
be back at the top of the mile. Park just east of Mile  
Marker 6 sign in the west-bound lane on the open     
shoulder.  

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ оτ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊ 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ п 

ô64 Air cleaner parts prior to bead blasting and 
semi-gloss powder coating. 

Front seats removed  
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Great Race 
Tarmo, Steve, Dave and I ventured to 
the Sid Cutter Pavilion parking lot to 
see the Great Race vehicles make their 
overnight stop in Albuquerque. They 
are travelling on Route 66 westward 
from Springfield, Illinois to Pasadena,       

Califor- nia. 

The first six of 135 entries in The Great Race. 

Steveôs work van. 
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Schedule of Events 
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Tri-State 2026 ï Montrose, Colorado ï Steve Gongora 
 

This yearôs Tri-State was held in beautiful  
Montrose, Colorado. The Tri-State event was 
originally named for the three states represented 
by participating clubs: Colorado, Utah, and New 
Mexico. The four clubs involved are the Rocky 
Mountain Corsa, Pikes Peak Corvair Club, 
Bonneville Corvair Club, and Corvairs of New 
Mexico. 
 
This year marked the 50th anniversary of our  
Tri-State gatherings. Travelers from                
Albuquerque enjoyed a scenic drive through  
majestic mountain landscapes on their way to 
Montrose. 
 

A total of 38 Corvairs were displayed at Cerise Park, and more than 100 people        
attended the banquet. We extend our sincere thanks to the Pikes Peak Corvair Club 
and Kathy Green for hosting such a memorable event. 
 
Only two individuals have attended Tri-State events continuously throughout its       
50-year history, dating back to 1976: Steve Gongora and Steve Goodman. 
Montrose offered visitors plenty of attractions and activities. Highlights of the trip   
included visits to the Museum of the Mountain West and several of the townôs unique 
thrift stores. 
 
We are already looking forward to next yearôs Tri-State, which will be hosted by the 
Bonneville Corvair Club in Moab, Utah. 
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/ba .ƻŀǊŘ aŜŜǝƴƎ ς с-мт-нс тΥлл ta 

DǊŜƎ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ wƻōŜǊǘ DƻƭŘΣ WƛƳ ϧ [ǳǇŜ !ǊŜƭƭŀƴŜǎΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ IǳƴǘƻƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ DƻƴƎƻǊŀ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ½ƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΦ 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ǌƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-{ǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ aƻƴǘǊƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 5ƻƳƛƴƎƻ .ŀŎŀ aǳǝ-
DŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ пǘƘΣ DǊŜƎ bŜƭǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ 5Ŝƭƛ ŀǘ нмлр [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ .ƭǾŘ 
b9Σ !ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜΣ ba утммл ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ пǘƘ ŀǘ ммΥлл !aΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ DǊŜƎ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ 
ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŦŜǎŜŘǳϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ 
DǊŜƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ wƻōŜǊǘ DƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘƧǳǎǝƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ōǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƻǊΦ  Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǊŀƎǎ ƎŜǘ ƭŜƊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǿŀƭπ

ƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƻǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛƊŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ 

DǊŜƎΣ 5ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ ƳŜǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ /ba ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ 5ƛŎƪ /ƻŎƘǊŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŀƴǘǎΣ ba ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мрǘƘ ŀǘ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ 5ŜƭƛΦ  

5ƛŎƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǇǳǩƴƎ ƻƴ /ƻǊǾŀƛǊ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴǘǎ aƛƴƛƴƎ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ       

L-пл ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ wƻŎƪ ƛƴ [ƻǎ [ǳƴŀǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ 5ƛŎƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΦ  IŜ ƛǎ  

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ DǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 

WƛƳ ŀƴŘ [ǳǇŜ !ǊŜƭƭŀƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǝōƭŜ ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ŜǾŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ wƻōŜǊǘ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻǳǊΦ 

²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-{ǘŀǘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ оу /ƻǊǾŀƛǊǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ млл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ   

ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ aƻƴǘǊƻǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŎƭǳōǎΦ  bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ 

Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ƻƴƴŜǾƛƭƭŜ /ƻǊǾŀƛǊ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-{ǘŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ aƻŀōΣ ¦ǘŀƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

wƻŎƪȅ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ /ƻǊǎŀΣ ǘƘŜ /ba ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ нлнфΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ϷсуусΦлл ǿƛǘƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎΦ 

Mark Morgan & Kelli Pogue July-19 

Dick & Linda Cochran July-18 

mailto:fesedu@comcast.net
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North Tijuana Corvair Clubð(reprinted from 2017) 

How did this club start?  It was the brainchild of Marsh Hesler when he belonged to the 

San Diego Corvair Club.  He felt the southern Corvairs didnôt have enough representation.  

So his patch ridden mechanics lab coat and his Sombrero were all it took to ignite this     

unusual Club.  He and his wife Carole moved to Colorado in 1993 and settled in Estes 

Park.  His charisma and unique talents kept the Tijuana Club alive when he started         

attending the Tri-State events.  Rita Gongora took the torch and shortened the name to the    

Tijuana Corvair Club and has recruited many member since the infectious spark started by 

Marsh.  Every year a new member or more are recruited to the club by the selection com-

mittee (Rita) and adorned with a sombrero.  The mission of the club?  Who knows?  But 

who needs an excuse to have a good time with fellow Corvair owners and the opportunity 

to have a unique bond toigether.  The membership continues to grow each year.  We con-

tacted Marsh earlier this year and unfortunately he is not able to travel as he would like 

and the club continues to grow each year.  All members of the  Tijuana Club please rise 

and be recognized. 
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Dues Due 

  

Makes Checks Payable to: CNM or Corvairs of New Mexico 

{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻŦ 5ǳŜǎΥ    

/baΥ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ґ ϷнрΦлл ƻǊ нс ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ґ 

ϷрлΦлл  -  

/hw{!Υ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ґ ϷслΦлл ƻǊ нс ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ґ 

ϷмнлΦлл 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ /ba ŀƴŘ /hw{! ǘƻ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ .ƻǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ґ 

ϷурΦлл ƻǊ нс ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ґ ϷмтлΦлл 

Tijuana Club over the Years 

/ba 5ǳŜǎ 5ǳŜ Wǳƭȅ нлнс  

WƻƘƴǎƻƴ !ƭŜȄ 5ŜŎ нлнп 5ǳŜ 

[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ WƻƘƴ 5ŜŎ нлнр 5ǳŜ 

Iŀƭƭ tŀǘ !ǇǊ нлнс 5ǳŜ 

[ǳōŜǊǘ [ǳōŜ !ǇǊ нлнс 5ǳŜ 

¸ŜƭƛŎƘ WƻŜƭ Wǳƭ нлнс {ƻƻƴ 

²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎ wƻōŜǊǘ Wǳƭ нлнс {ƻƻƴ 
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An EditorialðAre we living in a Corvair repair desert? 
Robert Gold 

 
It occurred to me not long ago that Iôm not getting old.  

Rather, I AM old.  With all those years Iôve seen a lot 

of things and since I got my first Corvair in 1982 Iôve 

seen lots of trends in the Corvair loving community.  

On the positive side we see how our CNM members 

are embracing more and more high-tech replacements 

to parts contained in our beloved cars.  However, this 

brings up the question of where is this work to be 

done?  For example, Steve Gongora seems to be able to locate vendors who can do amazing things 

to his classic cars.  Sadly, that is not the case for many of our CNM members. 

I should point out that recently we seem to have lost a couple that recently purchased a nice early 

4-door.  The flaw is that they were not mechanically inclined and found themselves dependent on 

the kindness of others in the club to keep their classic on the road.  This lack of professional    

support seems to have caused them to drift away from Corvairs and with that CNM. 

Iôve jokingly said that, ñCorvairs are a hobby, not a form of transportation.ò   By that I mean we 

know our cars will have problems, but we justify our love of these rides noting that they provide 

something more to us than merely a means to get from point to point.  What Iôm now asking, has 

the environment degenerated so much that getting necessary repairs for our cars is getting to be 

such a process that our enjoyment of our cars is beginning to go away?  After all, if you canôt 

drive your classic, it becomes only expensive ñlawn artò. 

I donôt know if I have the answer, but Iôd like to make a suggestion.  First, I find as the years go 

by, many of the mechanics I depended on are gone because of one reason or another.  I laud      

certain of our CNM members who try fill the void, but real pros should be available when you 

find a problem we amateurs canôt solve. 

My suggestion is that we maintain a listing of shops that our members have used along with      

descriptions of their experiences at these places.  A great example for me is when, by chance, I 

heard at a meeting the positive results of using Keithôs Wheel Alignment.  Because of that com-

ment I have used Keithôs a number of times and my cars can now stay on the road.  

Why canôt we get the word around to our members where to go when things go wrong?  I suggest 

the title could be something like, ñCNMôs Listò.  What do you think?  

Robert Gold, Mechanically Challenged. 
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Message for Tri-State Clubs from Nathan King 

CNM Officers,  Utah club needs help with 2027 Tri-StateðMoab, Utah 

As our club begins discussing hosting the Tri-State event, I wanted to reach out to gather some input from clubs that 

have hosted or helped organize the event in the past. 

Could you share what your club typically plans when hosting the Tri-State? For example, what types of activities or 

events you usually organize throughout the day or weekend. 

Iôd also appreciate any insight into what it typically costs your club to host the event, as well as what you usually 

charge attendees for registration or participation. 

Another thing weôre trying to understand is the amount of manpower needed. About how many volunteers does it 

usually take to run the event successfully? 

When hosting do you typically use CORSAôs insurance for the venue, or do you go a different route for event cover-

age? 

Finally, moving forward with hosting, would there be anyone in your club who might be willing to help or assist   

during the event? As our club is really small we only have 5-10 active members  

Any advice or lessons learned from your experiences would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your time and for helping us plan a great event for the Corvair community. 

Best regards, 

Nathan King PresidentðBonneville Corvair ClubðChapter 840 
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Hemmings Great American Race ï Wednesday, June 24, 2026 ï Steve Gongora 

What stated out as a recommendation from a friend, and later a news release in the paper, ended up 

as a way for club members to meet participants and watch hundreds of cars traveling through the 

country on a timed rally race.  I heard about the race from a friend where I teach.  He asked if I was 

going to attend the rally at the Balloon Fiesta Park on June 24th.  I told him that it was Ritaôs     

birthday and I didnôt know the plans.  I saw the promotion in the Albuquerque Journal and shared it 

with a few Corvair members.  When the day came, Rita had plans with a friend that afternoon and I 

was able to go the park.  While driving down Alameda I followed the signs that took me to the north 

side of the park to a remote parking area.  A few other classic cars were parked and we boarded a 

golf cart transport to get to the field.  As soon as I arrived a couple of people hopped on and said 

there was room for more show cars.  I stayed on the cart and thought to myself, what a great         

opportunity to show my van.  It was quite the effort to make it back to the south side of the field.  

You had to drive all the way back to Alameda and snake your way down to the area where the other 

show cars were.  I had a skeptical look from the attendants as I attempted to show my car because of 

the logos on the side of the vehicle.  They thought it was a commercial vehicle. First of all, they did-

nôt know what kind of car it was.  I assured them that a 1964 Corvair van should qualify as a classic.  

Once parked, I met Greg Nelson, Tarmo Sutt and David Huntoon to welcome the cars as they ar-

rived and drove through the entry pillar gates.  Each time two balloon gondolas on either side 

spewed a blast of gas and more warm air that you would want to feel on an even hotter day.  There 

were about 50 to 60 local cars that were there showing the support for the race and about 127 cars 

participating in the race itself.  Tarmo knew about a 1966 Corvair Corsa that was in the race and we 

were able to see them arrive and talk with the crew.  I remember Oliver and Jenny were the  two      

navigators.  The driverôs name escapes me at this time.  You could see my van from where they 

parked.  They had never seen a Corvair van and were very interested in checking it out.  They not 

only saw the van but picked up important information to help them. I showed them a tool I use for 

replacing a fan belt and Tarmo shared some information about keeping the engine cool driving 

through Death Valley.  Tarmo shared his phone number just in case of any issues.  What a great af-

ternoon. 

Rossie Morris, a local machine shop owner, used to race his classic in the Great American Race.  He 

used to share great stories about his adventure and was a great speaker.  He met with our club a few 

times and Iôm sure many a Corvair engine around Albuquerque was touched by his business,       

Sundance Motors. 
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Photos from Tri-State Montrose, Colorado June 5, 6, and 7, 2026  
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