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CNM June 2025 Newsletter ArticlesðGreg Nelson 
 
Program 
Since we will just be back from the Tri-State, I will have photos and videos from the event on the room monitor. If 
you have an iPhone and would like to show your photos/videos as well let me know before the meeting starts.  
 
 
Club Meeting: April and May 
The last two meetings have been eventful. Harsh weather affected 
the April meeting and only six of us managed to attend. East 
mountain club members had to contend with twelve inches of 
snow. At the May meeting the power to the whole neighborhood 
went out at 9:55am. Palo Duro staff informed us the senior center 
would close at 10:30am. So, we did a rush job on the officerôs re-
ports and upcoming events. Six members continued an informal 
meeting outside as shown in the photo below. Thank you, Lupe, 
for the photo. 
 
  
 
TriState is finally here! I will be leaving Albuquerque mid-morning. Trinidad has three museums I plan to visit be-
fore Friday night festivities. There is also time set aside on Saturday to visit the local sites before the banquet at 
5:00pm. Looking forward to it, see you all there. 
 
 
 
 
Car Shows: 
It is car show season. CNM members attended the shows below and four members, so far, have signed up for the LA 
Vida Llena car show on June 13th.  Look for the flyer on page 8.  We have a few CNM member who reside at La 
Vida Llena that would enjoy seeing CNM members and their cars. 
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Cruise and Schmooze 
Robert and Anne-Mae brought 
their Corvair powered VW bus 
and Bill Heil participated for, I 
believe, his third year in a 
row.  
 
 
 

 
 
NMCCC Museum Car Show 
Robert asked the membership at the May meeting to make a special effort to attend this yearôs annual Museum 

show. I even put in extra effort to fix up the ô64 (see article below). 

Tarmo and Joel Yelich both 
brought cars from Santa Fe (but Joelôs was not a Corvair, because his 
is also in the shop).  

 
Corvairs for Sale 
There are a couple of Corvairs 
for sale. Ray and Lilly are look-
ing to sell their 4-door ô64. 
Speak with them directly about 
details and price. Dave and I 
have worked on their car and 
will do additional work on May 
24th. [Dave figured out that the 
right carburetor was not pulling 
enough air. He unclogged it and 
it ran fine after that].  

 
 
 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ нτ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊ 
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At the May meeting (the short 
one) we had a visitor. Victor Blea 
stopped by to let us know he 
wants to sell his ô63. It is a parts 
car. The engine and transmission 
are intact. The front and rear 
windshield are missing, and the 
interior is missing. Victorôs phone 
number is 505-235-9454 (posted 
with his permission).  
 
 

 
 
 
Artist Show 
For this monthôs social event we paid a visit to Upton óGreyshoesô 
Ethelbahôs art studio. His house is a mini-art museum, there was 
so much art on display. The next time you pass through the round-
about at the Menaul and 12th Street intersection, take a moment to 
look at the very tall art piece in the center of the intersection. That 
is Uptonôs artwork.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
ô64 Monza 
As mentioned earlier I doubled my efforts to get the ô64 Monza ready for the Museum car show. Since the rebuilt 
mechanical fuel pump lasted less than 5 miles I had to install the electric pump from Clarkôs. First task was to build 
new wood block pieces to extend the range of the floor jacks. I had to purchase an extended-reach floor jack to boost 
the rear of the car high enough to rest on the racing ramps. I sacrificed an old fuel pump and used Clarkôs bypass 
plate in the middle section. That was the easy part. Trying to figure out how to orient the fuel pump took two days. 
Yes, two days. Then it dawned on me. Duh. I thought the hardest part would be routing a power wire from the fuse 
box. Steve let me examine the setup in his Greenbrier. That helped tremendously. I had to remove the bottom tunnel 
and then I used a coat hanger fed from below and it popped out just underneath the dashboard. Hallelujah! Then it 
was simply a matter of attaching a wire to the hanger and pulling it through. Next, I crimped connectors onto the end 
of the wire and now the pump has power.  
Oh, and for safety reasons I pumped out all the gas from the tank and stored it in four portable gas cans. I did not 
want to catch on fire.  

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ оτ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊ 
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To extend the reach of the floor jack, I 
used triple piece wood blocks. I glued and screwed together each of the sections. I had a fuel pump from Clarkôs 
Corvair Parts with a 90 degree port. I connected a hose from the gas tank to the fuel pump, then connected it to the 
fuel line to the engine.  I used double floor jacks to lower the car in 1ò increments. It took a lot of time but much 
safer this way. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Trash Day 
We had a crew of six this month. However, 
we split into two groups because there was a 
charity bicycle ride through the canyon with 
a police escort. And the escort only moved 
as fast as the cyclists. I had to turn around, 

get on the highway, and get to our mile from the east end. Afterwards Dave 
and I made the usual pilgrimage to Roots Farm Caf®. Thanks to the Arel-
lanes family, Robert and Dave. To the right is the Arellanes family with my 
shadow. 
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send your Dues to:
CNM Treasurer
Steve Gongora

8419 Palo Duro Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM  87111-3238

Dues Due 

  

Makes Checks Payable to: CNM or Corvairs of New Mexico 

CNM Meeting Notes 5/3/25ðSteve Gongora 

Greg Nelson, Steve Gongora, Pat Hall, Tarmo Sutt, James Richardson, Lupe and Jim 
Arellanes, Jim Pittman, Robert & Anne Mae Gold, Alex Johnson, Lilly & Ray Gonzales, 
Victor Blea 

An electric blackout forced the meeting to be conducted in the dark.  A streamlined agen-
da took place going over the essential business in short order. 

Victor Blea ï Guest selling 63 2-door Corvair ï He saw that we take care of the mile on 
Route 66.  His car is covered in back yard ï missing rear window. ï floor rusted. Good for 
parts.  He bought it with less than 40,000 miles on the car. 

Treasury Report- $5666.00  

Bingo / Silent Auction / Potluck - successful 

Upton Ethelbah ï Tour at studio ï only room for ten participants 

Albuquerque Museum Car Show ï May, Sunday May 18
th
 ï meet and set up cars and 

help usher other cars for the show. ï sign-up sheet ï Robert Gold will be there at 6:00 AM 
ï slots will be set ï Go directly to the parking slots at the show. Robert will call Larry 
Yoffee and Russ McDuffie. 

Tri-State ï Trinidad , CO ï Amtrak goes to Trinidad from Albuquerque, NM 

Let Curtis Shimp know that he is representing CNM at the convention. 

A few members gathered under the veranda outside the main entrance and shared stories 
and good times. 

Power to Palo Duro Senior Center was resumed 15 minutes after adjournment.   
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Studio Art TourðSteve Gongora 

May 10, 2025ð1:00 PM 

We were treated to a unique and enlightening experience with a tour to Upton Ethelbahôs 

home and art studio.  To start the event we sat in Uptonôs living room so he could hear 

about each of our lives.  He told us of his upbringing which included a stint in the Navy 

and helping with Native American artists.  He was challenged to dive in when he always 

said that he was capable of doing the art, then was presented with a hammer and chisel 

and was told to prove it.  He kept his first sculpture and brought it out to share with the 

group.  It was amazing.  Upton has created art that remains on display at Buffalo Thunder 

in their lobby, there is work on permanent display at the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture 

in Santa Fe, and many more too numerous to mention.  If you drive at the ñround aboutò 

at Menaul and 12th, you will see his metal creation in the center.  After our gathering in his 

home we were led to his work area and he shared what tools that are needed to carve the 

stone and he shared his experience with working with different type of stone from all over 

the US and the world.  His favorite is the Carrara marble stone from Italy.  The same 

stone used for statues created by Leonardi da Vinci.  You donôt want to miss out if we are 

privileged to do it again. 


