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CORVAIR CONVERTIBLE BODY 
This article provides body information necessary 

for the proper servicing of the recently introduced 
Corvair Monza Convertible (model 967). New 
service procedures required for adjustment and 
replacement of the Corvair Convertible top are 
covered in detail; also included are recommended 
procedures for removal and installation of the body 
hardware and trim assemblies that are peculiar to 
this convertible style. 

The method of operating the folding top, as well 
as information on care and maintenance of the 
folding top material and plastic rear window is 
contained in booklets titled, "Operation and Care 
of the Fold ing Top." Chevrolet Assembly Plants 
place these owner instruction booklets in the glove 
compartment of all convertibles. 

DOORS 
A phantom view of a Corvair Convertible door, 

with hardware installed, is shown in Figure 1. The 
illustration also identifies the door hardware attach
ments and locates the various adjusting points. 

DOOR VENTILATOR CASTING REPLACEMENT 
l . R emove door trim pad and water deflector. 
2. Remove ventilator casting to door hinge pil

lar attaching bolt and adjusting stud. 
3. Remove three vent casting to vent frame 

screws. Remove casting from door. 

4. To install, reverse removal procedure. Prior 
to installation, apply a ribbon of medium 
bodied sealer to vent casting as indicated in 
Section "A-A" of Figure 1. 

5. A slight in and out adjustment of the vent 
casting can be obtained at adjusting stud. 

DOOR VENTILATOR ASSEMBLY 
REPLACEMENT 

l . Remove vent division channel adjusting stud 
(fig. 1 ). 

2. Remove door ventilator casting. Remove vent 
frame to inner panel screw. 

3. T ilt ventilator assembly until vent division 
channel clears door window glass and remove 
ven tilator assembly. 
CAUTION: After ventilator assembly has 
been removed, door glass must be suitably re
tained in position to prevent damage. 

4. To install, reverse removal procedure. 

DOOR WINDOW 

Replacement 

The door window is a solid tempered safety 
plate glass. The glass is pressed into a lower sash 
channel assembly which incorporates riveted front 
and rear lower sash channel cams. With this type 
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Fig. 1-Corvair Convertible Door Harclware 

of design, the door glass, lower sash channel and 
sash channel cams are removed from the door as 
a unit. 

1. Remove door trim pad and detach inner panel 
water deflector. 

2. Lower window approximately one-third of 
the way down. 

3. Remove door inner panel window front and 
rear up-stops. 

4_ Remove door window lower sash channel 
guide plate (fig. 1). 

5. Lower window and remove door window in
ner and outer str ip assemblies. 

6. Roll window up to high point and slide win
dow rearward to disengage lower sash channel 
front and rear cams from regulator balance 
and lift arm rollers. 

7. To install, reverse removal procedure. After 
installation, lubricate lower sash channel and 
inner panel cam. 

Adjustments 

1. To adjust the lower section of the vent divi
sion channel in or out or fore or aft, lower 
door window and loosen division channel ad
justing stud nut. Turn adjusting stud in or 
out or position lower end of channel fore or 
aft, as required, and tighten stud nut. 

2. An up or down adjustment of the window as-

sembly is available at the front and rear up
stops located on inner panel (fig. l ). 

3. A rotated or cocked door window can be cor
rected by adjusting the inner panel cam if 
necessary by individual adjustments of the in
ner panel window up-stops. 

4, A slight fore and aft adjustment of the glass is 
available at the door window lower sash chan
nel guide plate. 

5. Some in and out adjustment (at rear of glass) 
is available at the lower attaching· bolt of the 
rear run channel (fig. 1). 

DOOR WINDOW REGULATOR REPLACEMENT 

1. Remove door window. 

2, Remove ventilator assembly adjusting stud. 

3. Remove inner panel earn. Remove regulator 
assembly, 

4. To install, reverse removal procedure. Cycle 
window several times to insure proper op
eration. 

DOOR REAR RUN CHANNEL REPLACEMENT 

1. Remove trim pad and water deflector. Remove 
door window lower sash channel guide plate. 

2, ·with glass in full up position, remove upper 
and lower attaching bolts of rear run channel 
and remove assembly through door inner 
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panel access hole (fig. 1). To install, reverse 
removal. 

BODY REAR QUARTER 
REAR QUARTER WINDOW 

Replacement 

1. Lower folding top and operate rear quarter 
window to half down position. Remove rear 
quarter upper trim assembly, belt finishing 
molding, and inner panel access hole cover. 

2. Remove window hinge pivot bolt (fig. 2). Dis
engage window male hinge from female hinge 
plate; then raise window to disengage window 
lower sash channel cam from roller on win
dow regulator lift arm and remove window. 

3. Prior to w indow installation, lubricate pivot 
hinge and lower sash channel cam with lubri
plate or its equivalent. 

Adjustments 

l. To adjust the limit of the rear quarter win
dow up-travel, loosen the window guide up
per attaching stud nuts (fig. 2); then adjust 
upper stop to desired position and tighten 
stud nuts. 

NOTE: In order to perform any of the fol
lowing adjustments it is necessary to remove 
the folding top compartment side trim panel 
assembly, rear quarter trim assembly, and belt 
finishing molding to gain access to the adjust
ing locations. 

a. "Up or Down" or "Fore or Aft" Adjust
ment-Loosen window male hinge attach
ing bolt and both adjusting stud nuts (fig. 
2). Adjust ·window to desired position and 
tighten pivot bolt and stud nuts. 

b. "ln or Out" Adjustment of Top of Win
dow-Loosen lower adjusting stud nut and 
slightly loosen rear stud nut (fig. 2) . Adjust 
lower stud "in or out" as required and 
tighten both stud nuts. 

c. "In or Out" Adjustment of Rear of ·win
dow-Loosen pivot hinge rear adjusting 
stud nut and slightly loosen lower adjust
ing stud nut (fig. 2). Loosen window guide 
attaching and adjusting stud nuts. Adjust 
hinge rear adjusting stud "in or out" as 
required and tighten both hinge adjusting 
stud nuts. Adjust window guide for proper 
alignment with window and tighten guide 
attaching and adjusting stud nuts. 

NOTE: After jJerforming any rear quar
ter window adjustment.s, seal all attaching 
screws which have been disturbed. 

WATER SEALING LOCATIONS 
A,APPLY BODY CAUCKING COMPOUND 
B, APPLY WEATHERSTRIP ADHESIVE 

(BLACK) 

W INDOW GUIDE CENTER & 
LOWER ADJUSTING STUDS 

Fig. 2-Convertible Body- Rear Quarter 

QUARTER WINDOW REGULATOR 

Replacement 
1. Operate window to full down pos1t10n. Re

move rear quarter upper trim and inner panel 
access cover. 

2. Remove regulator attaching screws (fig. 2). 
Disengage regulator lift arm roller from win
dow lower sash channel and remove regulator 
assembly through access hole. To install regu
lator, reverse re1noval. 

QUARTER WINDOW GUIDE 

Replacement 
1. Operate rear quarter window to full up posi

tion. Remove rear quarter upper trim and in
ner panel access cover. 

2. Remove window guide upper attaching stud 
nuts, and center and lower adjusting stud nuts 
(fig. 2). 

3. Lower rear quarter window slightly to allow 
window upper stop on guide to clear stop on 
window; then remove window guide through 
access hole. To install , reverse removal pro
cedure. 

REAR QUARTER INNER PANEL SEALING 
"\i\Thenever the seals in the rear quarter area 

have b een disturbed, the location must b e resealed 
before the rear quarter trim is i'nstalled. Rear 
quarter inner panel openings and hardware attach
ing loca tions that must b e sealed to prevent water 
leakage and possible trim damage are shown in 
Figure 2. 
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BODY EXTERIOR MOLDINGS 
REAR QUARTER PINCHWELD FINISHING 
MOLDING 

The moldings are snapped onto the quarter 
pinchweld with clips installed on the pinchweld. 
A screw is used to retain the molding at the for- · 
ward encl, and the screw-on snap fasteners are uti
lized at the outer corner locations. 

Removal: 

l. Remove the screws in the snap fasteners. 
2. Remove the front attaching screws at the rear 

quarter windows, using an off-set screw driver. 
3. Detach the front end of the folding top com

partment bag from the rear seat back. 
4. Remove the attaching screws from the three 

back curtain trim retainers and pull them 
away from the body pinchweld. 

5. "'ith a wood block and hammer, or with a 
flat-bladed tool, carefully disengage the mold
ings from the clips. 

G. To remove the left molding, detach only a 
short section of the overlapping right molding. 

Installation: 

l. Clean and seal the pinch weld flange. 
2. Apply waterproof tape over the pinchweld 

flange to seal it completely. 
3. Replace lhe damaged clips as required. Posi

tion and locate lhe left molding to the body 
and snnp it into place. 

4. Install the right molding. 

WINDSHIELD PILLAR FINISHING MOLDING 

The molding is secured to the windshield pillar 
by lhe winclsh iel<l pillar weatherstrip and retainer, 
the side lip of the windshield glass rubber channel, 
and a screw under the weatherstrip retainer. 

To remove the molding·: Remove the wind
shield pillar weatherstrip, weatherstrip retainer, 
and the attaching screw. Pry the molding straight 
out from the windshield pillar starting at the 
lower end. 

To install the molding: Position the molding to 
the windshield pillar, under the windshield glass 
rubber channel lip and header end cap. Install the 
attaching screw. Seal and install the previously re
moved parts. 

FOLDING TOP 
The folding top linkage consists of a front roof 

rail and hinged three-section right and left side 
roof rails interconnected by three roof bows. The 

top linkage is attached to the body at each rear 
quarter by a male hinge bolted to a folding top 
compartment brace. The front roof rail is fastened 
to the windshield header by two hook type locks 
which are operated by locking handles concealed 
above the side roof rails. 

The folding top manual lift assembly utilized as 
regular production incorporates a dual-action 
heavy duty spring which helps compensate for the 
weight of the folding top mechanism when the top 
is at or near the full "up" or full "down" positions. 
,vhen the top is in the up position the spring is 
under compression; when it is in the folded or 
stacked position the spring is extended and under 
tension. 

A hydro-lectric system to lower or raise the fold
ing top assembly is now available as an option on 
both the Corvair and Chevy II Convertibles. vVith 
the power system installed the top can be lowered 
or raised by simply unlocking the top at the wind
shield header, then actuating the instrument panel 
mounted power top control switch. Actuating this 
switch forces fluid from an electrically driven pump 
through tubing to double-acting, piston-type cylin
ders located at each quarter section of the car. 
Pressurized fluid entering the top of the hydraulic 
lift cylinders forces the pistons down-thus lower
ing the top. Pressurized fluid entering the bottom 
of the hydraulic lift cylinders forces the pistons up
ward- thus raising the top. 

FOLDING TOP ADJUSTMENTS 

To correct some top variations or linkage mis
alignment, only a single adjustment is required; 
other top variations require a combination of ad
justments. In conjunction with adjustment of the 
folding top, it may be necessary to adjust the door, 
door glass, rear quarter glass, trim sticks or side 
roof rail weatherstrips. 

The front roof rail is fabricated on a die cast 
metal. Because of this feature, the contour of the 
front roof rail assembly cannot be changed by 
bending or reforming as the rail assembly may 
crack or become permanently damaged. 

In addition to many design features found on 
other l 962 convertible styles, the Corvair converti
ble also incorporates a top material hold-down 
cable along the right and left side roof rails (fig. 
3). The cables are installed through a retaining 
pocket in the top material and are fastened at the 
front and rear side rails by attaching screws. The 
cables are designed to hold the top material tight 
against the side roof rail stay pads, thus minimiz
ing air leakage between the top material and the 
stay pads. 

On the manually operated top, folding top catch 
clips snap over the folding top side roof center 
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rails when the top is being lowered to the folded 
or stacked position. The catch clips prevent the 
spring-loaded manual lift arms from raising the 
top from this position. In order to raise the top, 
both catch clips must be disengaged from the side 
roof center rails. Each catch clip is attached to the 
top compartment side trim panel by two screws. 

LOCK HOOK 
LEVER 

FRONT 
ROOF 
RAIL 

Any adjustments made to change stack height of 
the folding top will require corresponding adjust
ments to the catch clips. 
CAUTION: When ojJerating a manually operated 
folding top, hands must be kept clear of side roof 
rail hinges and connecting linkage. Do not at
ternjJt to detach the manual top lift assembly when 
counterbalance sfJring is under tension or com
pression. 

FRONT ROOF RAIL LOCK ADJUSTMENT 

If the locking action of top is unsatisfactory, the 
hook lever on the lock assembly may be adjusted 
as follows: 

1. To tighten or increase locking action, turn 
lock hook lever clockwise. 

2. To reduce or decrease locking· action, turn 
lock hook lever counterclockwise. 
NOTE: The hook lever may be adjusted with 
finger fJressure, no tools are required. 

(TofJ Adjustments continued on page 8) 
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Fig. 4-Folding TojJ Linkage and Lock 
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FOLDING TOP MISALIGNMENT AND ITS CORRECTION 

The following chart describes various types of folding top misalignment conditions, their causes 
and the recommended procedure for their correction. To correct some top variations, only a single adjust
ment is required; other top variations require a combination of adjustments. 

CONDITION 

A. Difficult locking action 
at front roof rail. 

B. Top does not lock tight 
enough to windshield 
header. 

C. Top travels too far 
forward. 

D. Top does not travel for
ward far enough. 

E. Side roof rail rear 
weatherstrip too tight 
against top of rear quar
ter window. 

F. Gap between side roof 
rail rear weatherstrip 
and rear of rear quar
ter window. 

G. Side roof rail rear 
weatherstrip too tight 
ag·ainst top of rear 
quarter window. 

H. Gap between side roof 
rail rear weatherstrip 
and top of rear quarter 
window. 

I. Sag at front to center 
side roof rail joint. 

J. Front and center side 
roof rails bow upward 
at hinge joint. 

APPARENT CAUSE 

I . Lock hook lever improperly ad
justed. 

2. Misaligned front roof rail front 
weatherstrip. 

3. Front roof rail misaligned. 

l. Lock hook lever improperly ad
justed. 

2. Misaligned front roof rail front 
weatherstrip. 

3. Front roof rail misaligned. 

I . Front roof rail misaligned. 

2. Male hinge assembly misaligned. 

I. Front roof rail misaligned . 

2. Male hinge assembly misaligned. 

3. Improper spacing between rear 
trim stick and body metal. 

Male hinge assembly misaligned. 

Male hinge assembly misaligned. 

Male hinge misaligned. 

Male hinge misaligned. 

l. Control link ad justing plate mis
aligned. 

2. Center side roof rail hinge adjust
ing screw improperly adjusted. 

1. Control link adjusting plate mis
aligned. 

2. Center side roof rail hinge adjust
ing screw improperly adjusted. 

CORRECTION 

Adjust lock hook lever counter
clockwise. 
Loosen, realign and retack front 
roof rail front weatherstrip. 
Ad just front roof rail. 

Adjust lock hook lever clockwise. 

Loosen, realign and re tack front 
roof rail front weatherstrip. 
Ad just front roof rail. 

Adjust front roof rail rearward 
(View "A", Fig. 4) . 
Adjust male hinge assembly rear
ward (Fig. 5) . 

Adjust front roof rail forward (View 
"A", Fig. 4) . 
Adjust male hinge assembly for
ward (Fig. 5) . 
Install an additional spacer between 
rear trim stick and body metal at 
each attaching bolt location. 

Adjust male hinge assembly rear
ward (Fig. 5) . 

Adjust male hinge assembly for
ward (Fig. 5) and/or shim side 
roof rail rear weatherstrip forward 
as required. 

Adjust male hinge upward (Fig. 5). 

Adjust male hinge downward 
and/ or shim side roof rail rear 
weatherstrip downward as required 
(Fig. 5). 

Adjust control link adjusting plate 
downward (Fig. 5) . 
Adjust screw counterclockwise. (See 
View "B" in Fig. 4) . 

Adjust control link ad justing plate 
upward (Fig. 5) . 
Adjust screw clockwise. (See View 
"B" in Fig. 4) . 
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CONDITION 

K. Folding top dust boot is 
difficult to install. 

L. Folding top dust boot 
fits too loosely. 

M. Top material is too low 
over windows or side 
roof rails. 

N. Top material is too high 
over windows or side 
roof rails. 

0. Top material has wrin
kles or draws. 

P. Wind whistle or water 
leak along front roof 
rail. 
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APPARENT CAUSE 

1. Improper stack height due to 
misaligned control link adjusting 
plate. 

2. Misaligned folding top dust boot 
female fastener. 

3. Rear seat back assembly is too far 
forward. 

4. Excessive build-up of padding in 
side roof rail stay pads. 

5. On manual tops, due to improp
erly ad justed catch clips. 

1. Improper stack height due to 
misaligned control link adjusting 
plate. 

2. Rear seat back assembly is too 
far rearward. 

3. On manual tops, due to improp
erly adjusted catch clips. 

1. Front roof bow improperly shim
med. 

2. Excessive width in top material. 

1. Front roof bow improperly shim
med. 

2. Front roof bow felt silencer too 
high. 

1. Rear quarter trim stick improp
erly adjusted. 

2. Top material improperly install
ed to center of rear quarter trim 
stick. 

1. Top does not lock tight enough 
to windshield header. 

2. Misaligned front roof rail front 
weatherstrip. 

CORRECTION 

Ad just control link plate rearward 
or forward as required (Fig. 5). 

, v here possible, align female with 
male fastener. 
Relocate rear seat back rearward 
until dimension between upper rear 
edge of rear seat back to forward 
edge of pinchweld finishing mold
ing is 12%" (+½a"). The dimen
sion is measured at approximate 
center line of body. 
Repair side stay pads as required. 

Adjust catch clips downward as re
quired. 

Adjust control link plate forward as 
required (Fig. 5) . 

Relocate rear seat back panel for
ward until dimension between up
per rear edge of rear seat back to 
forward edge of pinchweld finishing 
molding is 12%" (+½o"). The di
mension is measured at approximate 
centerline of body. 
Adjust catch clips upward as re
quired. 

•Install one or two ¼" shims be
tween front roof bow and slat iron. 
(See View "B" in Fig. 4). 
If top is too large, detach binding 
along affected area, trim off exces
sive material along side binding as 
required; then hand sew binding to 
top material. 

*Remove one or two ¼" shims from 
between front roof bow and slat 
iron. (See View "B" in Fig. 4) . 
Trim silencer to within ¼" of top 
of front roof bow. (See View "B" 
in Fig. 4). 

Adjust rear quarter trim stick on 
side affected. 
Retack top materials as required. 

Adjust lock hook lever clockwise. 

Retack front weatherstrip to front 
roof rail. 

•When no shims are required, use attaching screw part #4865935 (¼-28 x ½" #12 oval head with external tooth 
lock washer, type "T" thread cutting, chrome finish) . 
When one shim is required, use attaching screw part #4824789 (¼·28 x ¼"). 
When two shims are required, use attaching screw part #4837811 (¼ ·28 x ¾") . 



Page 8 CHEVROLET SERVICE NEWS July, 1962 

ADJUSTMENT OF TOP AT FRONT 
ROOF RAIL GUIDE STUDS 

If the front roof rail guide studs do not properly 
lead the striker assemblies: with the top in an "up" 
or raised position, the guide studs may be adjusted 
laterally as follows: 

1. Raise top assembly to half open position. 

2. Loosen guide sufficiently to permit adjust
ment (View E, Fig. 4). Shift guide to desired 
position and retighten. 

NOTE: The sunshade sttfJfJort and striker as
sembly is not adjustable. In acldition, adjust
ment of guide is limited. If additional adjust
ment is required, fJarticularly fore and aft 
movement of the front roof rail, it can be 
obtained by adjusting the front roof rail ancl/ 
or folding to/J ma.le hinge. 

ADJUSTMENT OF TOP AT FRONT ROOF RAIL 

If the top, when in a raised position, is too far 
forward or does not move forward enough to allow 
the guide studs on the front roof rail to enter 
holes in the striker assemblies, proceed as follows: 

1. Unlatch top and raise it above windshield 
header. Remove side roof rail weatherstrip 
front attaching screws. 

2. Loosen side roof front rail attaching bolts and 
adjust front roof rail fore or aft as required 
(View A, Fig. 4) . Repeat on opposite side if 
necessary. 

NOTE: This adjustm.ent is limited. If acldi
tional adjustment is required, it can be made 
at the folding tofJ male hinge. 

3. When front roof rail is properly adjusted, 
tighten attaching bolts. Check forward section 
of side roof rail front weatherstrip. Refit and 
recement as required; then install weather
strip attaching screws. 

TOP ADJUSTMENT AT CONTROL LINK 
ADJUSTING PLATE 

1. V.rith top in up position, if joint between front 
and center side roof rail is too high or too low, 
proceed as follows: 
a. Remove folding top compartment side trim 

panel and scribe location of control link 
adjusting plate on folding top compartment 
brace. 

b. Loosen two bolts securing control link ad
justing plate sufficiently to permit adjust
ment of plate (fig. 5) . 

c. vVithout changing fore and aft location of 
adjusting plate, adjust side roof rail up or 

LOWER ATTAC 
BOLT 

ALE HINGE 
TTACHING BOLT 

~ \' ~ -

;, 
~ COUNTERBALANCE 

SPRING 

Fig. 5- To/J Lift ancl Linkage Attachment at 
Rear Quarter 

clown allowing adjusting plate to move up 
or clown over serrations on support as re
quired; then tighten bolts. 

cl . On styles equipped with manually oper
ated folding tops, readjust folding top catch 
clips as r equired. 

2. If top assembly does not stack properly when 
top is in down position, proceed as follows: 
a. Scribe location of control link adjusting 

plate on folding top compartment brace. 
b. Loosen bolts securing control link adjust

ing plate sufficiently to permit adjustment 
of plate. 

c. 'Without changing the up or clown location 
of adjusting plate, move adjusting plate 
forward or rearward (horizontally) over 
serrations as required to obtain desired 
height; then tighten bolts. 

cl. On styles equipped with a manually oper
ated folding top, readjust both folding top 
catch clips as required. 

TOP ADJUSTMENT AT MALE HINGE SUPPORT 

Prior to making any adjustment nf top l inkage 
at male hinge, loosen two bolts securing folding 
top rear quarter trim stick to rear quarter panel. 
This will prevent any possible damage to top when 
it is raised after adjustment. After making an ad
justment at male hinge, check folding top at rear 
quarter area for proper fit and, if necessary, adjust 
trim stick assembly. 

1. If there is an excessive o pening between side 
roof rail r ear weatherstrip and rear of rear 
quarter window, or if front roof rail is too far 
forward or rearward, proceed as follows: 
a. Scribe location of male hinge attaching bolt 
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washers and control link assembly on fold
ing top compartment brace. 

b. Loosen male hinge assembly and control 
link attaching bolts (fig. 5). 

c. Move hinge fore or aft as required to ob
tain proper alig·nment between side roof 
rail rear weatherstrip and rear quarter win
down; then tighten bolts. 

d. Lock front roof rail to windshield, (where 
required, adjust front roof rail as previ
ously described, and check fit of top mate
rial at rear quarter trim stick area. If nec
essary, adjust trim stick; then tighten trim 
stick attaching ho] ts. 

e. Check top assembly for proper stack height. 
, ,vhere required, adjust control link adjust
ing plate as previously described (see step 
#2 under "Top Adjustment at Control Link 
Adjusting Plate"). 

f. On styles equipped with manually oper
ated folding top readjust both folding top 
catch clips as necessary. 

2. If side rail is too high or too low at rear quar
ter window area, proceed as follows: 
a. Scribe location of male hinge attaching bolt 

washers and control link on folding top 
compartment brace. 

b. Loosen male hinge assembly and control 
link attaching bolts (fig. 5). 

c. ·without changing fore and aft location of 
male hinge, (see step #le for attaching bolt 
positioning) adjust male hinge up or clown 
as required to obtain proper alignment be
tween side roof rails and rear quarter 
windows. 

cl. Tighten attaching bolts, while maintaining 
proper alignment of scribe marks. 

e. Check fit of top material at rear quarter 
trim stick area and, if necessary, adjust 
trim stick. If adjustment is not necessary, 
tighten trim stick attaching bolts. 

f. Check top assembly for proper stack height. 
\!\There required, adjust control link adjust
ing plate as previously described (see step 

#2 under "Top Adjustment at Control Link 
Adjusting Plate"). 

g. On styles equipped with manually operated 
folding top, readjust folding top catch clips 
as necessary. 

FRONT ROOF RAIL LOCK REPLACEMENT 

I. Unlock top from windshield header. 
2. ·with top in a half open position, remove lock 

attaching screws; then remove lock assembly 
from front roof rail (see View "A" in Fig. 4). 

3. To install, reverse removal procedure. 

REPLACEMENT OF MANUAL TOP 
COUNTERBALANCE LIFT ASSEMBLY 

I. Remove rear seat cushion and back and fold
ing top compartment side trim panel assembly. 

2. Move top to midway position to relieve the 
manual lift springs. If both lift assemblies are 
to be serviced, have helper support folding 
top or place supporting props under front 
roof rail. 

3. R emove upper and lower attaching bolts; 
then remove lift assembly from body (fig. 5). 

4 . To install manual lift assembly, reverse re
moval procedure. Operate top assembly sev
eral times through its complete cycle to insure 
proper operation. 

SERVICING THE POWER TOP 
HYDRO-LECTRIC SYSTEM 

The power operated top available as an extra
cost option on Corvair and Chevy II convertibles 
utilizes a hydro-lectric lift system of the same 
design as that used on the 1962 Chevrolet Series 
convertible. For complete service information on 
the Corvair or Chevy II power top hydraulic and 
electrical systems refer to "Folding Top Hydro
lectric System," in section 14 of both the 1961 
Passenger Car Shop Manual, and its 1962 Supple
ment. 

FOLDING TOP TRIM REPLACEMENT 
The folding top trim is one continuous piece of 

material and not two sections attached at the rear 
roof bow. Use of the one piece construction elimi
nates some sealing operations which were previ
ously performed at the rear roof bow on past model 
convertibles. The materials which are required for 
performing convertible top sealing operations are 
a neoprene-type weatherstrip adhesive for cement
ing vinyl surfaces and convertible top sealer 
(nitrile type) for sealing the cloth inner lining of 
the top material. The latter material may be ob
tained through Chevrolet Parts channels. 

Removal of Folding Top and Back Curtain 
Trim Assembly 

I. Place protective covers on all exposed panels 
which may be contacted during trim removal. 

2. Remove following trim and hardware items: 
a. R ear seat cushion and back. 
b. Folding top compartment side trim panel 

assemblies. 
c. Side roof rail rear weatherstrips; then 

loosen folding top quarter flaps from rails. 
3. At front of body, raise front roof rail and re

move front weatherstrips; then detach top 
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material from front roof rail (View E, Fig
ure 4). 

4. Loosen front end of each side roof rail front 
weatherstrip sufficiently to detach top material 
fl.aps which are cemented to rails (View E, 
Figure 4). 

5. At right and left side roof front and rear rails, 
remove hold-down cable front and rear at
taching screws (Views "A" and "B" in Fig
ure 3). 

6. At each side roof rear rail, pull hold-down 
cable rearward until cable is completely re
moved from top material retaining pocket. 

7. Detach folding top compartment bag from 
rear seat back panel, thus exposing rear quar
ter and rear trim stick attaching bolts. For
ward end of top compartment bag may be 
tied or wired to center roof bow to provide 
ready access to attaching bolts (fig. 6A). 

8. At each rear quarter area remove attaching 
bolts securing rear quarter trim stick assem
bly to rear quarter inner panel (fig. 6B). 

9. Remove rear trim stick attaching bolts; then 
lift trim assembly with attached quarter and 
rear trim sticks on top of rear compartment 
front panel. 

10. To establish relationship of right and left 
inner vertical edge of old top material to 
back curtain assembly at rear trim stick loca
tion, mark back curtain vinyl at both loca
tions with a grease pencil (fig. 6C). Reference 
marks should be transferred to new back cur
tain when step 8 of installation procedure is 
performed. 
NOTE: Reference marks must be made be
low upper edge of rear trim stick. 

11. To establish relationship of old top material 
to its position on rear trim sticks, cut selvage 
end of top material off flush with lower edge 
of trim sticks. 
CAUTION: When cutting top material, be 
careful not to cut lower selvage edge of back 
curtain assembly. 

12. Using a pencil, mark both ends of rear and 
rear quarter trim sticks on vinyl surface of 
top material (fig. 3). Reference marks for trim 
sticks should be transferred to new top mate
rial when step 29 of installation procedure is 
performed. 

13. Remove screw securing escutcheon clip at 
each end of wire-on binding on rear bow. 
Remove wire-on binding from rear bow. De
tach top material from rear roof bow and 
from trim sticks, then remove top cover 
assembly. 

14. Lock top to windshield header. Install radius 
end of each adjustable spacer stick to fit 
against center roof bow. Install opposite end 
of spacer stick so that metal plate fits under 
rear roof bow (fig. 6D). Spacer sticks should 
be installed along inboard edge of side stay 
pad or approximately 18½" outboard from 
centerline dimple of rear roof bow. While 
exerting rearward pressure on rear bow to 
draw side stay pads taut, extend spacer sticks 
until they fit snugly between center bow and 
rear roof bow, then tighten wing nuts. 
NOTE: Spacer sticks may be made as shown 
in Figure 6E. 

15. Temporarily tie or tape rear bow to rear side 
roof rails (fig. 6D). Detach side stay pads and 
back curtain assembly from rear bow. 

16. Remove rear trim stick with attached back 
curtain assembly and top compartment bag 
from body and place on clean, protected 
surface. 

17. Using chalk, or other suitable material, mark 
ends of rear and rear quarter trim sticks on 
vinyl surface of back curtain material (fig. 
6F). Reference marks for trim sticks should 
be transferred to new back curtain material 
when step 8 of installation procedure is per
formed. 

18. Remove back curtain assembly from rear and 
rear quarter trim sticks. 

I 9. Remove side stay pads. Stay pads are attached 
to front roof rail and front and rear bows with 
tacks; to center bow with screws. 

Installation of Folding Top and Back Curtain 
Trim Assembly 

1. If a new top is being installed, but it was 
impossible to perform step 14 of removal pro
cedure, preset spacer sticks to shortest length 
and install between center and rear roof bow 
(fig. 6D). Adjust sticks so that dimension "X" 
in Figure 6D (measured along spacer stick 
from front upper rolled edge of rear roof bow 
to center of center bow) is 15" (+ ¼"). Tie or 
tape rear bow to rear side roof rails. 

2. In all cases, dimension "X", previously de
scribed, must be between 14¾" and 151/4" 
and equal on both sides. This dimension may 
be changed slightly within tolerances to cor
respond with new top after tryout. 

3. Tack side stay pads in conventional manner 
to rear roof bow and stay tack pads to front 
roof rail. Make sure inboard edge of pad is 
properly aligned within depressions in bow 
and rail. Stay tack pads to front bow. Inboard 
edge of pad should be located within ¼" of 



Page 12 CHEVROLET SERVICE NEWS 

:Z:, 
~ ::,,CREWS 
~ TACKS 

SIDE STAY PAD INSTALLATION 

BACK CURTAIN 
ASSEMBLY 

TOP BAG 

BACK CURTAIN SEALING 

CENTER BOW 

REAR ROLLED 
EDGE 

POSITIONING REAR BOW 

CENTERLINE MARK 

TAPE 

INNER LINING 

July, 1962 

SIDE STAY PAD 

ZIPPER 
TAPE 

CENTERLINE OF CONVERTIBLE TOP MATERIAL 

MARKING TOP MATERIAL MARKING REAR ROOF BOW 

Fig. 7-Installing New Folding Top Trim Material 



( 

July, 1962 CHEVROLET SERVICE NEWS Page 13 

outboard edge of front bow felt silencer. In
stall pad to center bow with screws. Make 
sure inboard edge of pad is properly aligned 
within depression in bow. Install stay pad 
wadding (fig. 7 A) m conventional manner 
using an approved trim cement. 

4. Trim selvage end of side stay pads just for
ward of rear rolled edge of rear roof bow 
(fig. 7Il). 

5. Distance from center of center bow to rolled 
forward upper edge of rear bow is 15" (+ 
¼"). Readjust spacer sticks and side roof rail 
pads as required if rear bow does not come 
within this position range. 

6. Place back curtain window assembly on a 
clean covered work bench with exterior 
(vinyl) surface of back window valance facing 
down. (The large pliable back window must 
be handled carefully to avoid possible damage 
due to scratches, abrasions, etc.). Apply a bead 
of convertible top sealer (nitrile) along lower 
edge of back curtain material in area which 
will be tacked to rear and rear quarter trim 
stick (View "A-A" in Figure 7C). 

7. Apply a bead of convertible top sealer (ni
trile) along lower selvage edge of back curtain 
material (fig. 7C). 

8. After sealer has dried, carefully lay removed 
back curtain assembly over new back curtain 
assembly. Using a grease pencil, mark vinyl 
surface of new back curtain, using marked 
edge of old curtain as a guide (see steps 10 
and 17 of removal procedure). In addition, 
mark trim stick bolt hole locations on new 
back curtain assembly. 

CAUTION: Where a grease pencil or similar 
material ts used for marking back curtain 
vinyl, marhs must be below trim stick so that 
they will not show after curtain is installed in 
body. 

9. Center and position back curtain assembly to 
rear trim stick over attached compartment 
bag. 

NOTE: Notch in back curtain vinyl at lower 
edge indicates centerline of back curtain as
sembly (fig. 7D). In addition, back curtain 
lower edge should extend ½" below lower 
edge of trim sticks as shown in View "A-A", 
Figure 7C . 

10. Tack curtain to rear and rear quarter trim 
sticks. On right side, tack zipper tape to for
ward edge of rear quarter trim stick. (See 
View "A" in Figure 7D). 

Zipper stop should be above upper edge of 
rear quarter trim stick. Zipper tape should 
not be pulled taut after back curtain has been 
installed to rear roof bow as zipper assembly 
may show through top material after top has 
been properly installed. 

11. Tack remainder of back curtain material to 
rear quarter trim stick. 

12. Tacks securing back curtain assembly to trim 
sticks should be placed close to each side of 
every bolt hole in trim sticks. Then pierce or 
punch back curtain assembly for each trim 
stick bolt. 

13. Inspect rubber trim stick fillers cemented in 
body quarter drain gutter, below pinchweld. 
Recement if necessary. 

14. Install rear trim stick with attached back cur
tain assembly into body. Make sure that all 
trim stick bolts are driven completely in to 
represent a finished condition. 

15. Hold back curtain valance with one tack in 
center of rear bow, thereby preventing dam
age to plastic window. 

16. Working from body center progressively out
board to right and left sides, tack back curtain 
upper valance to rear bow. Make sure all full
ness has been drawn from back curtain assem
bly. Fold excess back curtain upper valance 
material rearward and tack to rear bow. 

CAUTION: Do not cut off excess upper val
ance material, as material may unravel. 

17. Check contour of back curtain assembly at 
rear roof bow and at pinchweld molding. 

18. Where required, place reference chalk mark 
on outer surface of back curtain along pinch
weld finishing molding. Readjust back cur
tain assembly as required. 

19. Where required, adjust side stay pads; then 
tack side stay pads to front roof rail and front 
bow. Attach side stay pads to center bow with 
screws. Trim selvage end of side stay pads at 
front roof rail. Install stay pad covering mate
rial in conventional manner using an ap
proved trim cement. 

20. Detach rear trim stick with attached back cur
tain assembly from body. 

21. Apply convertible top sealer (nitrile) around 
each tack head used to secure back curtain 
material to rear and/or rear quarter trim 
sticks. It is not necessary to seal tacks which 
secure back curtain vinyl to rear trim stick. 
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22. Lay out new top material on a clean protected 
surface with outer layer of material exposed. 

23. Using a pencil, mark top material (mark 
should be approximately ½" in length) at 
deck seam 4¼" from edge of top material up
per valance binding (fig. 7E). 

24. Fold new top material in half so that inner 
lining of top material is exposed (fig. 7F). In
stall a 611 piece of tape on inner surface at 
centerline fold of new top material (fig. 7F). 
Using a pencil, mark the approximate center
line of new top material along entire length 
of tape. Be sure back will be visible inside of 
body after new top is installed on convertible 
top framework. 

25. Along forward surface of rear roof bow install 
a l" piece of tape at centerline dimple of rear 
roof bow. Using a pencil, mark centerl ine of 
rear bow on tape (fig. 7G). 

26. Remove rear bow spacer sticks and positioning 
tape or cord. 

27. Check position of rear roof bow in relation to 
new folding top trim assembly by placing new 
top trim over folding top framework. '"' ith 
quarter flaps properly folded over rear side 
roof rails ( edge of rails should match stitch 
lines of quarter flap seams), marks on deck 
seam should be in center of rear roof bow. 

NOTE: The deck seam mark will vary slight
ly ( + ¼") depending upon j1osition of rear 
roof bow. Also check centerline mark on inner 
lining of top material. Mark should corre
spond to centerline mark on rear roof bow. 

28. Remove top trim material. 

29. Carefully lay removed top, which was marked 
at lower edge of trim stick prior to removal, 
over new top. Align old top with new top. 
Using a pencil, mark vinyl surface of new top 
using marked edge of old top as a guide. Also 
mark edges of trim sticks on vinyl surface of 
new top material ( see steps 11 and 12 of re
moval procedure). 

A B 

TACK TOP MATERIAL 

30. Apply a bead of convertible top sealer (ni
trile) to inner lining of top material along 
front roof rail. Sealer bead should be roughly 
parallel with forward edge of top material 
and located so that sealer will be completely 
concealed by front roof rail when top is 
installed. 

31. After sealer has dried, position top trim on 
framework and center assembly both fore and 
aft and side to side. 

32. On right side of top material, at rear of hold
down cable pocket, install cable through 
pocket in top assembly. 

v\lelding rod or similar material may be 
bent at one end to form a hook. Then at front 
of hold-clown pocket slip hooked end of rod 
into pocket. Push rod through pocket until 
hooked encl of rod is exposed at rear of pocket. 
Install forward end of cable attaching bracket 
over hooked portion of rod ; then pull cable 
through pocket. , i\Then cable attaching bracket 
is exposed at front end of hold-down pocket, 
disengage hooked portion of rod from cable 
attaching bracket. Repeat above operation on 
opposite side of top assembly. 

33. After cables have been filtered or pulled 
through hold-down pockets in top material, 
fasten cable attaching brackets to side roof 
front and rear rails (fig. 3). 

Cables should be reasonably loose after instal
lation is made at side roof rails. Do not adjust 
cables to desired tension until top material 
has been completely installed (see step 54 of 
installation procedure). 

34. Check position of top trim at rear roof bow 
and at side roof rear rails. With quarter flaps 
properly folded over rear side roof rails (edge 
of rails should match stitch lines of quarter 
flap seams), marks on deck seam should be in 
center of rear roof bow. 

NOTE: The cleck seam mark will vary slight
ly (+ ¼") dej1e11ding ujJon jJosition of rear 

INSTALLATION OF TOP MATERIAL 
TO FRONT ROOF RAIL 

Fig. 8-Fitti11g the Replacement TojJ 
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roof bow. Also check centerline mark on in
ner lining of tojJ material. Mark should cor
respond lo centerline mark on rear roof bow 
(fig. 7G). 

35. Using a neoprene-type weatherstrip adhesive, 
fasten rear quarter flaps to side roof rear rails. 
Make sure that quarter flap seam breaks at 
forward edge of side roof rear rail. 

Material may have to be stretched from side 
to side to insure proper fit of top material 
flaps to side roof rear rai ls and to remove 
wrinkles f-rom top material along rear roof 
bow. 

36. Cut or pierce flaps for side roof rail rear 
weatherstrip attaching bolts. Install side roof 
rail rear weatherstrip to help maintain posi
tion of quarter flaps while adhesive is drying. 

37. Using previously marked lines (ends of trim 
stick) as locating reference, tack top material 
to rear and rear quarter trim sticks. "A" in 
Figure SA shows top material installed to rear 
trim stick at inboard edge. 

38. Cut or punch hole in top material for each 
trim stick attaching bolt. 

39. Install top material in to body. Make sure 
rear and rear quarter trim stick attaching bolts 
are completely driven in to represent finished 
condition. 

40. Check fit of top material. Rear quarter trim 
sticks may be adjusted downward to remove 
minor wrinkles in top material in rear quarter 
area. 

41. Where required, remark top material; then 
make necessary adjustments to top material 
by repositioning rear quarter trim sticks and/ 
or by retacking top material to rear and/ or 
rear quarter trim sticks. 

NOTE: In extreme cases, adjustment of top 
material at rear or rear quarter trim sticks 
may have to be jJerformed several times be
fore desired fit of top material is obtained. 

42. Remove trim sticks with attached top material 
from top compartment well. Back curtain 
should extend ½" below trim sticks (see step 
9 of installation procedure). In addition, top 
material must extend ½" to %" below trim 
sticks to minimize water wicking- on inner 
lining of back curtain material. (View "C-C" 
in Figure 3.) Trim top material as required. 

43. Apply convertible top sealer (nitrile) onto all 
trimmed edges, around each tack head and 
around each trim stick attaching bolt hole. 
(View "C-C" in Figure 3.) 

CAUTION: All painted surfaces adjacent to 
belt finishing molding should be adequately 
covered to prevent possible sealer damage. 

44. Install trim sticks with attached top material 
into top compartment well and tighten side 
and rear trim stick attaching bolts. 

45. Recheck side roof rail flaps. Make sure mark 
at deck seams is in center of rear bow. Also 
recheck centerline mark on inner surface of
top material at rear bow. 

46. vVhere required, remove side roof rail rear 
weatherstrips. Readjust top material at side 
roof rai ls and reinstall weatherstrips. 

47. While pulling top material slightly rearward, 
stay tack top material a long rear roof bow. 

CAUTION: Tacks must be installed along a 
straight line in center of rear bow. Tacks out
board of deck seams should be rest-ricted to 
distance not to exceed six inches, which is 
length wire-on binding extends jJast seam. 

48. At front roof rail, pull top trim material for
ward to desired tension . vVhile maintaining 
tension on top trim, place a pencil mark on 
outer surface of trim material along forward 
edge of front roof rail (fig. SB). 

49. Unlock top from windshield header and apply 
neoprene-type weatherstrip adhesive to tack
ing area of front roof rail. Pull top trim mate
rial slightly forward so that pencil marks are 
forward of front edge of front roof rail. Fas
ten top trim to cemented area and stay tack 
trim to rail (fig. 8C). 

50. Apply neoprene-type weatherstrip adhesive to 
front flaps and to corresponding areas on side 
roof front rails. Fasten flaps to side of roof front 
rail (View E, Figure 4). 

51. Lock top to windshield header. Check appear
ance of top trim as well as operation and lock
ing action of top. (If additional tension is de
sired in top trim, unlock top from header and 
reposition top trim by pulling trim further 
forward. Stay tack and recheck top appear
ance.) 

52. Complete tacking of top trim to front roof rail 
and trim off excess material. ' 

53. Permanently tack top material to rear roof 
bow. Apply a bead of neoprene-type weather
strip adhesive around each tack head, and into 
two holes pierced into top material for wire
on binding clip escutcheons. 

54. Unlock top from windshield header. Prop-up 
top assembly approximately 12 inches above 
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windshield header. Loosen top material hold
down cable front attaching screws (View "A", 
Figure 3). Adjust cable by pulling cable taut 
and tighten attaching screws. Lock top to 
windshield header. 

Cables should be adjusted sufficiently to hold 
top material tightly against side roof rail stay 
pads. However, cables should not be adjusted 
so tight as to restrict proper locking action of 
the front roof rail assembly to the windshield 
header. Where necessary, readjust cables as 
required to obtain desired tension. 

55. When completed, folding top should be free 
from wrinkles and draws. Install all previously 
removed trim and hardware and clean any 
soilage from top material, back curtain or 
pads. 

PARTIAL REPLACEMENT OF TRIM MATERIAL 

Replacement of Boele Curtain Trim-Only 

Extra care in positioning new curtain at same 
location on trim stick as old curtain, and aligning 
of trim stick attaching bolt holes in top material 
with holes in trim stick, will allow reinstallation of 
top material to its original position with a mini
mum of refitting. 

Removal 

I. Perform steps 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 described 
in "Removal of Folding Top and Back Cur
tain Trim Assembly." 

2. Remove wire-on binding and escutcheons 
from rear roof bow. 

3. Detach folding top trim from rear roof bow 
and from rear and rear quarter trim sticks. 

4. Carefully slide top trim forward exposing 
tacked edge of back curtain at rear roof bow. 

5. Detach back curtain from rear roof bow; then 
remove back curtain assembly with attached 
trim sticks and top compartment bag from 
body and place on a clean, protected surface. 

6. Perform steps 17 and 18 as described in "Re
moval of Folding Top and Back Curtain Trim 
Assembly." 

Installation 

I. Install spacer sticks as described in steps 1 and 
2 of "Installation of Folding Top and Back 
Curtain Trim Assembly." 

2. Seal and install back curtain assembly as de-
scribed in steps 7 through 2 l of "Installation 
of Folding Top and Back Curtain Trim As-
sembly." 

Replacement of Folding Top Trim-Only 

Removal 

1. Remove folding top trim as described in steps 
l through 13 of "Removal of Folding Top and 
Back Curtain Trim Assembly." 

Installation 

1. Prior to installation of new trim material, 
check contour of back curtain and side stay 
pad assemblies. Where required, adjust back 
curtain and/ or side stay pads. 

2. Install new folding top trim as described in 
steps 22 through 25 and 27 through 55 of 
"Installation of Folding Top and Back Cur
tain Trim Assembly." 

PAINTING IMPALA 
BODY SIDE MOLDINGS 

Service replacement bright metal body side 
moldings for the 1962 Chevrolet Impala series are 
now furnished with Ermine White enamel applied 
to the depressed surface of the molding. Before 
installation of these service replacement moldings; 
it will be necessary, in many instances, to re-spray 
the painted area of the molding to provide a color 
match with the moldings present on the vehicle. 
Use of the following surface preparation for paint
ing is recommended whenever the painted area of 
a body side molding requires refinish: 

I. Clean the molding thoroughly, using paint 
finish cleaning solvent such as Pre-Kleano, 
Prep-Sol or equivalent. 

2. Carefully mask the unpainted sections of the 
aluminum molding. 

3. Lightly sand the white painted area with #400 
sandpaper to insure proper adhesion of the 
paint that is to be applied. 

4. Remove masking tape and clean molding as 
described in step # I. 

5. Carefully re-mask unpainted section of mold
ing. 

6. Spray according to label directions, one or two 
coats of air dry enamel of appropriate color. 
(See chart below for recommended colors). 

RINSHED-
DITZLER DUPONT MASON 

Black . .... ... DQE 9000 93-005 P-403 
Roman Red DQE 70961 93-93037-H E-11 38-R 

Silver Blue . . . . DQE 12546 181-95180 E-1481 

Ermine White . DQE 8259 93-93774 E-ll99 




