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Some people collect FCs on a smaller scale, here 
are some examples. The Eldon Rampsides pictured 
here are virtually identical but the colors are flipped 
a medium blue and a light blue. The wheel rims are 
red on both of these but I have seen an example 
with yellow wheels as well. So far the blue is the 
only known color I've seen. This model seems to be 
fairly rare though I now have 2 and once had an-
other which now resides in the collection of Joe 
Darinsig.  
 
The Andy Gard Kennel truck is most often seen as 
the example on the left with no kennel and dogs. 
The attachments usually get separated over the 

(Continued on page 6) 

ELDON RAMPSIDES 
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 275 Double Oaks Dr., Lewisville, TX. 75067-8268 
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HISTORIAN 
Dave Newell      chevrobilia@california.net         415-223-4725 
 P.O. Box 588, Orinda, CA.  94563-0588 

EDITOR 
Garry Parsley geparsley@att.net         817-558-1281 
 402 Forrest Ave.  Cleburne, TX.  76033-5343 

FOUNDER 
Ken Wilhite 
 9560 Maple Way  Indianapolis, IN.  46263 

CORVANANTICS is the bi-monthly publication of Corvanatics, a 
Chartered Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  
Established September, 1972, Corvanatics is dedicated to pre-
serving and enjoying America’s original and most innovative 
small vans and light trucks, the Chevrolet Corvair 95 Series. 
 
Membership in Corvanatics is open to any CORSA member with 
an interest in Forward Control Corvairs. Membership applications 
are available from the Secretary/Treasurer, Diane Galli, 5000 
Cascabel Road, Atascadero, CA. 93422-2302. 
 
Dues are $6.00 per year and must be sent to the Secretary/
Treasurer. Sending them to any other address will only slow your 
renewal and possibly cause you to miss an issue.  
 
Stories, articles, photos, memorabilia, or any other item for publi-
cation should be sent to the editor: Garry Parsley,  402 Forrest 
Ave.  Cleburne, TX.  76033-5343. All of these can also be sent 
by e-mail to: geparsley@att.net. Technical material should be 
sent to the Technical Editor for review. 
 
Classified ads are free to Corvanatics members and should be 
sent to the editor. Display advertising is also available at the fol-
lowing rates: Full Page: $25; Half Page: $15; Quarter Page: $10; 
Business Card (2 x 3.5): $5; Please submit print-ready or typed 
copy and pre-payment to the editor. Photos for ads  are $6.00 
each and can be color or black/white. Authorization and payment 
must be received for each issue. Deadline for publication is the 
15th of February, April, June, August, October, or December. 
 
 
 
Web Page Address:  www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/ 
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SURPRISE!!  
I thought a little change was in order. Any publication can 
get stale if allowed to, so I thought I’d shake things up a 
little, and see what came out of the computer. Let me 
know what you think. How many changes can you count? 
First one to correctly e-mail me with a list of the changes 
wins an all-expense paid trip to …...well, I’ll just mention 
your name next issue, how’s that! 
 
Your central division director, Woody Thomas, and his 
wife Genia have decided to chuck it all and go full time 
R.V.ing. His e-mail is still current but the address and 
phone are now disconnected. Look out your window for a 
large blue and white motor home and give them a big 
smile and a wave. Genia promises to keep us updated 
with an occasional journal of their trip, and I’ll reprint any-
thing of general interest, or as white space filler if need 
be. So, those of you who want Forward Control content 
only, let this be your warning to send in those photos and 
articles! 
 
My ‘62 Corvan project as hit a stopping point as I haven’t 
been able to find it in my garage for the past 3 months! 
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This has to be one of the first ads featuring the new Corvair Corvan. This ad was taken from “The American Airman” 
magazine and carried a publication date of October, 1961 
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The Day I Drove the Rampside 
 
Our family has not had the best luck with cars lately which 
leads me to write this article. 
 
Our son had a car accident a few months ago and I 
loaned him my car to drive until his is repaired.  (3 months 
later, the special bumper he ordered has finally come in.)  
That left JC and I with our Saturn, the Rampside and the 
’65 Monza.  The ’65 started leaking a good bit of oil so JC 
decided to take it out of commission to replace the oil 
seal.  That leaves the Saturn and Rampside.  About 3 
weeks ago on our way to work, a car in oncoming traffic 
decided to make a left hand turn in front of us when we 
were only a few yards away from him traveling at 40 mph.  
Fortunately drivers and passengers were okay.  Okay, we 
are down to the Rampside. 
 
I have driven the ’65 on many occasions and enjoy driv-
ing the car.  The Rampside was intimidating to me and I 
had put off driving it.  However, the day came when JC 
had to travel on company business and the only vehicle 
available to me was the Rampside. 
 
We drove to the office on Sunday evening to pick up JC’s 
rental car and I practiced driving the Rampside in the 
parking lot and then drove it home.  I only scraped a cou-
ple of gears. 
 
Monday morning and I am feeling confident that I can 
master the Rampside and I did make it to work without 
incident and no scraping of gears.  I was thinking, “I can 
do this.” 
 
I had a doctor’s appointment later that morning so I 
hopped in the Rampside and was on my way.  That is 
until I was driving down a busy Charlotte street with 
parked cars lining both sides of the road and the Ramp-
side just stopped going.  There was no place to coast out 
of the traffic lane.  I tried and tried to start it to no avail.  
No one would stop and I am thinking to myself, I can’t just 
sit here forever, so I get out and start pushing and steer-
ing toward the entrance of a church parking lot about 20 
feet away.  I manage to move it about 5 feet.  Finally a 
nice young man stopped and pushed it up into the park-
ing lot. 

I thanked him and went into the church to let them know 
that the truck was there because it had broken down.  
They were very kind and let me use the phone.  I called 
the doctor’s office and told them I was on my way and 
then called a good friend from work to come pick me up.  
Everyone was super nice and I was very grateful, but 
dreaded having to tell JC the Rampside broke down. 
 
JC arrives back at the office that afternoon and we call 
our daughter to come take us home.  JC gets all the parts 
and tools he thinks he may need and we get in the ’65 
(after checking the oil level) and drive back to Charlotte 
(in the dark) to rescue the Rampside.  On the drive over, I 
was explaining how the Rampside acted when it died and 
JC said, “I don’t remember when I last put gas in it”.  My 
response was “you had better hope it is not out of gas”.  
You see, the gas gauge is broken and since I don’t drive 
this vehicle, I just know that JC would not have left me 
with an empty tank.  We arrive at the abandoned vehicle 
and he checks the mileage (written in a book) and yes he 
thinks it may be out of gas.  We drive to a gas station in 
the area and buy a gas can and gas, go back to the truck 
and put the gas in and guess what?  It started right up. 
 
I had to come up with a way to get a little pay back and 
this article serves that purpose.  I ask each and every one 
of you to ask JC if he has gas in the Rampside the next 
time you see him or talk to him.  I can assure you that I 
will ask him before I take off in it and I will probably still 
stop and put gas in regardless of his answer. 
 
Linda Nelson 
 
 
 

���� 

Ed Thompson wrote to tell 
me about an F.C. article in 
Old Cars Weekly. Look for 
the Feb. 13th, 2003 issue. 
I’ll try to reprint next month. 
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One of the early prototype Corvair 95 pick-up photos taken by GM. If 
memory serves, I believe this was actually a Loadside 
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years. It is very unusual to find one still in the package 
with most of the cellophane still intact, unused. The box 
states it is Safe* Unbreakable* and Educational. Though 
somewhat sturdy I would not want to try the 
"Unbreakable part", also nowadays the "dogs" would be 
considered too small to be "safe".  
 
Finally pictured is a Japanese Tin Rampside. Now the 
Japanese I am sure designed these things basically from 
pictures cause there are a few inaccuracies. First there is 
a "ramp" on each side, also there is an outside handle on 
the ramp which makes it look as if the ramp opens like a 
door. These seem to be very hard to find, I actually found 
this one on ebay, and have seen few others. Pictured 
next to the tin rampside is a Tootsietoy, arguably not 
really very Corvair looking, but it has the outline of a ramp 
again on each side, and that is really a rampside only 
characteristic. For anyone interested in some of my 
"other" Corvair toys they are listed in a webshots album 
through this link. 
 http://community.webshots.com/user/swi66  
 
Gary Swiatowy 

(Continued from page 1) 

6. You’re beginning to realize that the cost of adding    
A/C is quite reasonable. 

7. You’re emergency travel kit contains fewer parts and 
more credit cards. 

8. You know what? It really is too cold to go out and 
work on it. 

9. You’re selling more than you’re buying. 
10. The strip searches at the airport are a highlight of 

getting to the convention. 
 
Now some of you might think that this is all in jest. I can 
assure you that most of these comments I overheard at 
our last local meeting. The rest I firmly believe in. Are we 
getting older? What was that you said? Wait a minute 
while I turn up my hearing aid….. 
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We all know that we’re getting older. How do we know 
this? For some it’s the graying of hair, for others it may 
be the loss of same, or it may be those subtle, annoying 
little aches and pains. For still others it may be that we 
finally realized that we no longer have to get up at 6:00 
a.m. unless we really, really want to.   
 
For Corvair owners there is a much more accurate 
gauge of aging.  It creeps up slowly, almost impercepti-
ble at first. Then suddenly, WHAM!! You are hit with it 
full force, and you never saw it coming. It is that sudden 
self-realization that you really don’t want to do another 
Corvair!  Don’t believe me? 
 
The ten signs of an aging Corvair owner are:  
1. Dreading the weekend because those rear wheel 

bearings still haven’t been greased.   
2. That annoying spot on the driveway isn’t quite as 

annoying as it was when you first spotted it – a cou-
ple of years ago.   

3. You’re beginning to believe that valve clatter is 
soothing. 

4. You consider the extra steering slop to be an     
aerobic workout. 

5. The cost of a mechanic isn’t quite as high as it used 
to be. 
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FOR SALE 
Approx. 25 Corvair F.C.’s for sale. Some are complete 
with drive-trains, some for sheet metal use. Highlights: 
1-1964 8-Door Van, very restorable, no drive-train 
1-1962 Greenbrier Deluxe, good body w/car drive-train 
1-1962 Corvan, was AT&T service van  
3- 61 & 62 Rampsides, restorable bodies, no drive-trains 
1-1964 Corvan, good body but somebody added win-
dows on each side, no drive-train. 
Also have large amounts of F.C. doors (driver, passen-
ger, side, rear, 8-door), engine lids and includes many 
early and late model cars of all descriptions.  
Call Herb Martin 541-967-9013 between 10:00 A.M. and 
10:00 P.M. Pacific Time. If nobody is there leave a mes-
sage and I’ll call back.  
 
FOR SALE 
1961 Corvan 8-door one owner, original, complete, and 
straight. Bought from Graff Chevrolet in Grand Prairie, 
TX. with papers. Stored inside since father’s death in 
1992. Last started in 1995. Was a TV repair shop van. 
Taking reasonable offers. 
Calvin Chapman  (972) 623-1433 home 
Or (972) 641-6772 work 
 
 

FOR SALE 
1963 and 1965 Greenbrier deluxe. Complete except for 
the back seats and wheel covers. Hasn’t been run in 
ten years. One automatic, one manual. Must sell, make 
offer. Jesse Loucks 
(903) 674-2564 
 
FOR SALE 
1963 Corvan, 46,310 miles, four speed, Corvan bucket 
seats, Clark's carpet, stereo, four way flashers, electric 
fuel pump, dual master cylinder, new brakes, new 
shocks, new springs, five new tires, new ball joints, 
front and rear sway bars, exterior tan with white stripe, 
chrome bumpers, some extra parts. Over $8,000 in-
vested .... make offer. tlmalone@ameritech.net or 440-
243-8747, Tom Malone 
 
FOR SALE 
1961 LAKEWOOD  Original red exterior and interior. 
140hp motor, needs body, interior, power-train work. 
$2750. OBO 
1962 RAMPSIDE White interior and paint w/green 
stripe. 4-Speed transaxle, 14” x 6” Ultra wheels, front 
and rear Addco sway bars, Pertronix ignitor. Needs 
body, motor, electrical work. $2250. OBO 
David M.C. Pilpa-Augustyn  626-584-6957 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 



CORVANANTICS 
5000 Cascabel Road 
Atascadero, Ca.  93422-2302 

FIRST CLASS 

Jim Craig’s Greenbrier features a Chevy wagon spoiler and aftermarket luggage rack. 

Jim with his “Daily Driver” 1962 Greenbrier, and first place trophy. 


