
 

 

Jan-Feb 2025, Vol. 53, Issue 1 

The Bi-monthly Newsletter of Corvanatics 

The Forward Control Corvair People 

https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics 

Corvan - Antics is published for the benefit of the members of Corvanatics.  Weôre the largest chapter of the Corvair Society of America and are 
supported solely by membership dues.  If you are not a Corvanatics member, please consider joining us.  Membership information can be 
found here, HERE 

 
In This 
Issue: 

 
ñFound on  
Facebookò 
ñ2025 CORSA 
Conventionò  
Page 2-4 

 

ñMy Loadside 
Adventureò  
ñFrom the  
Secretaryò 
Pages 5-7 

 

ñRiding with the 
Presidentò  
ñPR Updateò 
ñCongratulations
ò ñHATS!ò 
ñRampside  
articleò 
Pages 8-9 

 

ñBell System 
FCs - Part 2ò 
ñExclusive 

Member Packetò  
ñThru the Yearsò 
Pages 10-13 

 

ñClassifiedsò 
ñAboutò ñOfficer  
Informationò 
Pages 14-15 

 

ñCandidate  
Biosò  
ñBallotò  
Pages 16-17 

HOLIDAY WISHES  

Corvanatics Board Of Director VotingðNow Open 

Candidate bios on page 16 and the ballot on page 17. 

"ÉÌÌÙ #ÁÎÎÏÎ 

*ÏÈÎ -ÉÌÌÅÒ 

-ÉÃÈÁÅÌ "ÅÄÎÁÒÄÃÈÕË 

"ÏÂ 7ÅÉÄÅÍÁÎ 

0ÈÉÌÁÄÅÌÐÈÉÁ ɉ0!Ɋ #ÏÒÖÁÉÒ #ÌÕÂ 
6#% - "ÉÒÍÉÎÇÈÁÍȟ !, 

https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/index.php
https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/membership.php


2 

 

 

Corvan-Antics 53/1  Jan/Feb 2025 

Found on Facebook 
Pictures of our members/their vehicles randomly found posted on Facebook 

Visit the CorvanaticsðCorvair Trucks & Vans Facebook group  

Phil Domser 
Loadside 

Gary Rubin 

Ben Stiles 
Diorama with new Greenbrier  

Christmas gift 

Paul Alford 
Cold weather camping 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/147792847550
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More Found on Facebook 
David Iwanicki 
New EZCarLift 

Brenda Dood 
Engine Transplant 

by DACC Garage Squad 

Tim Colson 

Stephen Simon 
Christmas Gift 

Stephen Simon 
Car cover (outdoor shown)  

Find then here 
Indoor 
Outdoor 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/324514177339?var=513574082130
https://www.ebay.com/itm/155457457192?var=455680499668
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We are looking for suggestions for both meeting presentation topics 

and speakers to present at the Corvanatics Annual Meeting at the 

Convention.  

In addition, we are hoping to get a group FC photo taken at the Con-

vention. We  need someone to coordinate this. Find a great location 

close by to stage the FCs with a nice background and someone to 

take the photo. There must be some western people who are familiar 

with the area and/or hotel grounds layout and can help with this. It 

would wonderful to have something like the one from the 2019 Con-

vention. 

Please send all suggestions to corvanatics@gmail.com 

Start preparing for the 2025 CORSA  
International Convention.  

Put those dates on your calendar now. 
Link to more information here 

Donôt miss the Corvanatics Annual Meeting 

Attention 

New Location 

San Luis Obispo 

mailto:corvanatics@gmail.com
https://vwgiunta.wixsite.com/vairplay/general-4
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My Loadside Adventure 

In November of 2020 I saw a Facebook post by Pete Koehler mentioning they had uncovered two Loadsides, (one ó61 and 

one ó62) while going through the estate of Harold Dexter in Michigan. I contacted Pete immediately and said I was interest-

ed. On that call we negotiated the deal and said I would be at the farm location the next week to pick them up. I live in north

-central Florida and the trip wasnôt considered lightly - ha-ha.  

Pulling a 24ô car-hauler I arrived in Michigan on December 4th, 2020. Previously on a 

clear brisk morning November 28th, with the help of the wonderful DACC volunteers 

the two Loadsides were brought out into the sun for likely the first time in 20+ years. 

Both of the trucks sitting in an enclosed metal building, had sunk into the dirt and were 

filled with 6ò of raccoon / varmint scat. I brought four wheels with new tires to aid in 

rolling the truck out and into the trailer and we struggled using an impact to get the lug 

nuts free. Of course, that was only half the issue as several of the drums were rusted and 

even with persuasion of a sledgehammer would not budge. 

 

Rather than waste more time, I decided to pour some motor oil on the ramp/floor of 

my trailer and the first truck (ó61) slid into the trailer without too much effort. In retro-

spect I would have used dish soap vs oil for cleanup purposes! I then drove the truck 

from Michigan to a farm property I owned southwest of Chicago, returning later that 

evening in preparation to load the next truck the following morning. 

On December 5th, after battling similar lugs and frozen wheels drums, the 1962 

Loadside was loaded, and I headed for Florida. Arriving the next day the Glenwood 

Green, stripe-delete truck was rolled out and power-washed revealing a SIGNIFI-

CANT project aheadé At the time we were in the process of moving and building a 

new home so within the next year it found its home awaiting restoration. I had 

planned to do the metal work myself and do a rotisserie restoration but the more I 

looked at the structural issues I knew I was in over my head. Well, onto another Cor-

vair project while I think this one throughé 

Finally, after looking at the truck daily for three years, in September 2023 I contacted my friend, master metalworker and 

body shop hero Jim Rodamaker, about getting on his schedule. Jim lives in Northwest IA, and I had worked with him on my 

ó62 Rampside for a week, trying to glean some of his expertise in restoring Corvairs, and FCs in particular. With the Load-

side on an open trailer behind me I left sunny 80-degree Florida on January 18, 2024, and arrived in Ft. Dodge on the 20th - 

to a major deep freeze. We unloaded the truck and into Jimôs warm shop immediately to avoid the -20 deg temps forecasted 

for that night and the following week. 

Over the next 3 days I worked with Jim as we began the removal and replacement of the destroyed portions of the truck. 

This project was Jimôs 340th Corvair restoration, so to say that he has a good way of doing it would be an understatement! 

As they say, óhow do you eat an elephanté?ô, and Jim picked a logical spot (apparent to him :)) - and away we went. Cut-

ting, grinding, forming, welding. Repeat. 

 

For the previous 3 years I had been collecting as much NOS metal as I could and 

brought with me: NOS driverôs door, driver & passenger NOS cab ódoglegsô, NOS 

side body panels and both NOS rear fenders. The remainder of the truck was fabricat-

ed by Jim as he always does, using basic hammer/dolly, a vise, shrinker/stretcher 

andé the concrete shop floor. It is poetry-in-motion to watch him work. Reverse-

engineering and reproducing the structural stringers and frame members with heaven 

pate steel and a plasma cutter is mind-blowing. The final product speaks for itself. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 
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After my several days of working with Jim I left and headed 

back to Florida. At this point Jim was able to pick up the pace 

(as I was out of his way) and spent the next few weeks com-

pleting the metal work and paint. As a tribute to the truck and 

Harold Dexterôs legacy, I opted to paint the truck in its origi-

nal Glenwood Green. As delivered, the truck was not optioned 

with the white stripe seen on most FCs and was a plain green 

truck. I did vary from this original scheme and included an 

Ermine White stripe with the Glenwood Green since I think 

the truck looks better this way. Other than the addition of col-

or-matched Raptor liner in the bed area, the truck is being 

restored to its as-manufactured original state, including 

drivetrain and interior. 

Anyone who has undertak-

en this type of restoration 

will know it is a labor of 

love and there is no way I 

will ever realize the dollars 

that have been spent to 

bring back this beautiful 

truck. But, in light of the 

fact that I have been told 

by my wife that ñthis one 

is hersò and Iôm never 

selling it, I guess thatôs not an issue! 

My plan is to have the truck completed by Spring of 2025 and bring it to the 2026 

convention in Gettysburg. 

One of 369 trucks, serial #100715, was manufactured in Flint, MI and is currently 

the lowest serial number listed in Kent Sullivanôs ô62 Loadside registry, which can 

be viewed HERE. 

 
Rob Amsler 
Ocklawaha FL 
5 FCs - trucks and vans 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ рύ 

https://corvairkid.com/2R124F100715.htm
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 by Molly Bacon 

Hi all,  

Election Time!! Please vote and show your support for our members who have 
stepped up to plate to join the Corvanatics administrative team. Without them 
Corvanatics would probably fade away.  
 

Since the last newsletter : 
328 members 
7 new members 
15 members renewed their dues 
4 members dropped 
 

 
WELCOME !!  to our new members          
Rupert Kiefer CA 1961 Rampside Heidi Olson  MN 1961 Rampside 
Jim Brinkley NC Greenbrier  John Wieringa  OH 1961 Corvan 
David Hudak NJ 1962 Rampside Mark Dedes  CA 1961 Loadside 

WELCOME Back !!  to our returning members 
Andy Alexander TX 3-Greenbriers & a Rampside   returning from 2015 

Dues Expiring 
Easily renew online HERE. 

You will not be penalized for paying early, your due month stays the same.    

 Due in January      Due in February  

 

  Due in March      Due in April 

  

Michael Burgio Thomas Curran 

Phil Domser Kenneth Drye 

Paul Leimer Jerry Murray 

Dave Wenzlick  

The Winner Is 

Ted Brown 

$10 Clarkôs Gift Certificate 
Remember, you can only win if your dues are current 

Jess Corrigan Seth Emerson 

Jack Green Stacy Milnes 

Lisa Mitchell Jeff Rapp 

Mike Richardson Russ Thuleen 

Sharon Lawson Gary Martinson 

Walt Matenkosky Jim Reich 

David Wood MiLana Wright 

Bill Chellis Eddie Embrey 

Howard Gaass Larry Grizzle 

Robert Hall Michael Hill 

Lynn Houk Don Hudock 

Elvis King Dmitriy Kleyman 

Sam Schneider Daniel Vall®e 

Brian Whittaker Larry Wolf 

https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics/membership.php
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Riding with the PresidentñKen Hand  

Hi everyone,  

Some of you will see a few words twice in another publication because the mes-
sage is the same. We in the North have our toys put away. Our van is in the paint 
shop so still put away of sorts. 

These are some topics recently discussed at Corvanatics Board Meetings. We are 
looking for a speaker for the Corvanatics meeting at the convention. We general-
ly have about 50-60 people in attendance so not a large crowd. We are looking 
for someone to help organize a group photo. The Corvan - Antics newsletter got 
second place in the CORSA Tony Fiore Chapter Newsletter Award. Good job, Molly! 

We talked about our social media presence on the internet and how to attract new members from the 
Corvanatics Facebook group. 

We also talked about correcting some wording in the Policies and Procedures to make things clearer 
and define the social media job title.  

Some of you may have noticed that we dropped one of the online merchant vendors that would print 
and make things for us and added a new one. But, it turns out that some person from VW decided that 
they did not like one of our illustrations and the new vendor promptly refused to print anything with 
that image with NO democratic process at all. Because of that, the Board of Directors has decided to 
start adding the symbol to our emblem and certain images. 

Finally, we have two spots opening up in our Board of Directors and now itôs time to vote for our can-
didates. See their bios on page 16 and the ballot on page 17. 

That's all I have for this month. 

Ken Hand 
vairmech@aol.com, 248-613-8586 

Corvanatics PR UpdateéRod Murray, Corvanatics BOD 

When it comes to brand management, Iôm a big believer in visible promotion and feel-good brand activation.  For Corva-
natics, this just means sharing club awareness and positive Corvair FC vibes whenever we get the chance - both within and 
outside of our membership.  This is why Iôm real happy w/ our BOD efforts over the last few years to launch our Membersô 
Window Cling program, pushing our online presence, and the success of our recent Corvanatics Hats offer.  Each of these 
are examples of initiatives that are fun for our members while also extending club awareness beyond our group.  And 
thereôs more in store in 2025 ï stay tuned! 

As a chapter, Corvanatics is a strong, loyal FC enthusiast group, but in the grand scheme, weôre small (holding at around 
330 members), and (letôs face it), weôre aging.  While we obviously want to enjoy the present, we also need to be thinking 
about our clubôs future.  Based on our FB Group membership of over 2,600 readers, thereôs a large enthusiast group out 
there, including younger, new hobbyists who may just need a simple nudge to officially join our club.  What can you do to 
help us make this Corvanatics connection? 

Promoting and protecting Corvanaticsô future is up to all of us, and I encourage you to take a proactive role in supporting 
both our club and our Corvair FC hobby ï itôs easier than you thinkéDrive your vehicles!  Let people see, touch, and sit in 
your FCôs!  Gift a newbie a $10 membership.  Get your family and friends involved ï 
thereôs strength and fun in growing your own group circle.  Post a pic or quick online 
note once in a while on whatever platform you like best.  And wear those hats!!!  There 
are so many EZ ways. 

Little things make a difference.  Showing off our cool, unique vehicles (whatever their 
condition) is certainly the eye candy, but a smile and friendly interaction is still the 
greatest Marketing of all.   

Letôs make 2025 a year to embrace growing our chapter awareness and membership!  

mailto:vairmech@aol.com
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Congratulations 

The Detroit Area Corvair Club holds a show each year called Homecoming. Every year they have a Peo-

pleôs Choice and the top 25 are featured on a yearly calendar. In 2024, the Best of Show was won by a 

1963 Rampside owned by member, Glen Rittenhouse. Another FC winner was a 1963 Corvan named 

óDollyô owned by Raven Hand. Other memberôs who were in the Top 25, but not with FCs were Rob 

Amsler - 64 Spyder Coupe, Rich Blanchard - ô65 Monza Convertible óBusch Blueô, and Arden Robinette 

- 69 Monza Convertible óTobieô. You can order a copy of the calendar at www.Allesee.com/calendar/ 

I was there by myself this time and spent all of my time promoting Corvanatics in the indoor swap area. 

 

Hats are still available 

Click HERE to order 

Left to Right - 

Molly Bacon, 

Beth Hand, Ken 

Hand, Mark 

Corbin 

 

 

Member Ed Thompson sent this clip from the 

December 2024 issue of Hemmings Motor 

News. 

 

http://www.Allesee.com/calendar/
https://corvanatics.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://corvanatics.itemorder.com/shop/home/

















