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CORVAIR - The most significant car ever made?

The American Automobile Centennial Commission of Detroit
compiled two 1ists of the "most significant" mile-
stones in American automotive history. One list cov-
ered the most significant cars while the other covered
the most significant innovations.

On the list of innovations, safety items were included.
On the Tist of automobiles, the Corvair was ignored,
but the Corvair started it all.

The Corvair lies at the root of today's litigious and
law driven society. Ralph Nader and his attack on the
automobile industry in Unsafe at any Speed, laid the
foundation for modern consumerism. As we know, the
effects of this on today's society and economy are

far reaching. Huge settlements for spillage of Mc-
Donald's coffee can be traced to it. So can today's
staggering auto insurance and health insurance costs.
Unsafe at Any Speed dealt with the domestice auto in-
dustry as a whole, but he first chapter was devoted

to the Chevrolet COrvair. The Corvair automobile im-
mediately became synonymous with the title. Practical-
ly overnight, product-liability lawsuits became not
only big business, but big news.

The Tawsuits against General Motors, citing the Cor-
vair's dwsign as the cause for accidents (which were
previously considered to have been caused by driver
error) were part of that news.

z:ﬂ_m:mSmm wwmnﬁﬁnmdd« ::x:ozzvmﬁowmczmmﬁmmw>=k
Speed was published, Ralph Nader became a celebrity
and he made a career as the founder of modern consum-
erism. His profeeeional training was as a lawyer.

While it can be said that consumerism has allowed us
-211 to benefit from better and safer products, the
greatest benefits have been accrued not to consumers,
but to contingency-fee trial lawyers. William Safire,
writing in the New York Times (3/21) said of Nader,
"His consumerism has long been the lawyer's gravy
‘train. Nader inveighs, the Tawyers sue: he gets
principled satisfaction, they get filthy rioh."

In a 1991 speech to the Corvair Society of America's
(CORSA) convention in Washington, D.C., Nader said
that he targeted the Corvair not because he considered
it to beany more dangerous than other cars, such as
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Beulah Presbyterian Church
2500 McCrady Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Ladies & Gentlemen:

I am writing you on behalf of the Western Pennsylvania
Corvair Club. The enclosed $150.00 check is in memory
of Bob McCune. Bob and Mary had been much loved and
valued members of our club for many years. On numer-
our occasions we were the recipients of their hospi-
tality as we met in the party room of their building
for our annual Holiday party and other fun-filled
occasions. They were as active as possible in the
later years of their lives,

At our Holiday party on December 14, '96, it was de-
cided that the proceeds of our Chinese Auction would
be sent to your church in memory of Bob. Unanimously,
the Club decided to match the funds raised in the auc-
tion. thus totalling the enclosed amount.

Please use this small contribution in a way that would
have pleased him.

Best regards,

Ellen M. Smith
for the Western Pennsylvania Corvair Club
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